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 For some folks the theology of the book of Genesis begins to go off 
the rails in Genesis. Moses records in Genesis 6:8 that in the days of 
great human wickedness on the earth, “Noah found favor (or grace) 
in the eyes of the LORD.” After that Moses records, “Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he 
walked with God.”  

 The too easy conclusion some make is that Noah “found grace” 
because he was a “righteous man” and in that order. In other words, 
they assume, Noah earned God’s grace. 

 Aside from the interesting definition that would require for the 
concept of “grace,” that equation makes for some interesting 
theological assumptions shaping the understanding of the message 
of the rest of the book of Genesis and the entire Bible. 

 For example we might have to conclude that, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob must have been, righteous, good men who deserved to find 
God’s grace. There is a problem that gives lie to this easy conclusion 
some reach based on a theology that makes common sense to them 
in a world of quid pro quo—“you only get what you deserve or what 
you earn in life.” 

 The problem is that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are just not always 
“good” men who clearly deserve God’s grace. 

 They are men who are sometimes sinfully pragmatic. They can be 
devious cheaters. They lie to the people of the world they are called 
to bless. Their marriages can be a mess. Their families are as broken 
as any broken family we see today—some in the family want to kill 
others. As Genesis progresses, this imperfection in the family of the 
Promises will also continue.  
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 If anyone could deserve or earn God’s grace, these men still might 
not qualify. The Bible does not hide these imperfections—these sins 
of the chosen family. 

 This honest revealing portrait showing all the warts—sometimes 
even emphasizing them—probably should tell us something about 
the intended theology. I think it does. 

 Thinking along these exact lines, Gerhardus Vos, in his “Biblical 
Theology” wrote that, Jacob’s “reprehensible features are rather 
strongly brought.” We saw this last week as Jacob deviously took 
advantage of the fleshly Esau and bought the valuable “birthright” of 
the Abrahamic family with a bowl of reddish soup. 

 Vos goes on to explain, “This (exposure of reprehensible character 
traits in the family) is done in order to show that the divine grace is 
not a reward for, but the source of noble traits. Grace overcoming 
human sin and transforming human nature is the keynote of the 
revelation here.” 

 Do you get this? The Genesis story is already a story of FREE GRACE. 
God shows his grace and when the family responds in faith they 
grow to become people of faith—they grow to live more and more in 
the choices they make by the spirit of faith in God’s promises rather 
than the spirit of the immediate demands of the flesh (like Esau). 
Sometimes the gracious lessons teaching faith stick and bear much 
fruit. Other  times they are forgotten and overcome by fleshly 
impulses even in these Patriarchs. 

 AND, meanwhile, while undergoing these lessons, they are still 
capable of lying, cheating, lusting, doubting, hating, threatening and 
all manner of sin. 

 Have you caught it yet? They lived much as we live. Men and women 
saved by grace through faith—growing by starts and stops—3 steps 
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forward 2 steps back—growing to trust and honor the God of grace 
for his glory. 

 Of course, WE now have the written Word of God. They did not have 
that. By digesting the Scriptures, I conclude, we can have far more 
information about who God is and how to live in light of that for his 
glory than by all the revelations God ever gave Abraham including 
any face-to-face encounters. 

 “Well, some good charismatic brother or sister might object, Raleigh, 
he actually saw God in some form with his eyes a few times in his 175 
years. He really experienced God! That would be easier to trust.” 
Really, I would reply, God actually lives in us who believe and is with 
us every second of every day of our lives. Which seems better to 
you? I can tell you which does to me! I think Jesus agreed when he 
told his disciples “the Comforter will now be IN you!” 

 Let’s take these thoughts of God’s grace teaching lessons of faith in 
imperfect humans into Genesis 26 as we tackle a large passage of 
Scripture this week. [You had a couple of sermons off with two short 
sections in a row. Now it’s time to get back to work on a big feast of 
verses today. 

 Please follow along as you listen to me read this chapter. Make a 
note mentally or otherwise where you have seen this before. The 
repetition is an important part of understanding the theology here. It 
is a theology of identity from God and passing that identity to the 
next generations. 

 I will not point out all of the details of shared identity, but I’ll try to 
point out the big points of repetition that indicate the connection as 
I make a few comments along the way. 

  READ Genesis 26:1-35 (with comments) 
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26  Now there was a famine in the land—besides the earlier famine 
of Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the 
Philistines in Gerar. [Moses wants to make sure we get it. There is a 
famine—you know, not the same one but like the one Abraham faced. 
There is also a king titled “Abimelech” (Father of Kings)…probably not 
the same Abimelech Abraham dealt with. Likely the next generation but 
the repetition of Abraham’s life and Isaac’s is clear already. Isaac will 
carry on the identity that began with Abraham 

 
2 The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; 

live in the land where I tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, 
and I will be with you and will bless you. Abraham left to survive the 
famine. Isaac is told by God to stay. He does. Maybe there is a stronger 
faith at this point in Isaac’s life. However, both Abraham and Isaac hear 
the promises from the LORD if they will trust him. 

 
For to you and your descendants [critical to the first readers 

understanding their connected identity] will give all these lands and 
will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make 
your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give 
them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth 
will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed me and kept my 
requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws.” 6 So Isaac 
stayed in Gerar. [The LORD confirms the oath he swore to Abraham to 
the next generation. This makes it clear that the promises pass on to 
Isaac in faith. They do not die unfulfilled with Father Abraham. Isaac 
and the next generations share this identity of the “people of God’s 
promises and purpose,” with Abraham. 
 
 In addition, the LORD’s blessing to empower Isaac and the 

generations to come personally to participate in the promises is 
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available when Isaac and they live by faith and obey. Isaac shows this 
by staying in Gerar as the LORD had told him to do. 

 Notice this time, it is “because Abraham obeyed me and kept my 
commands, my decrees and my laws” the Lord says the promises will 
be fulfilled. This is that legacy of “faith” I talked about when we read 
of Abraham’s death. Their identity is highlighted by this legacy. 

 The LORD has now forever tied his plan to Abraham because he was 
a man of faith and obedience based on that faith.  

 Also notice that, again, the last promise repeated is the promise that 
all the nations of the earth would be blessed now through Isaac and 
his offspring. They are identified as “blessers.”  

 Remember what happened after Abraham heard that promise? Did 
he set out to “bless” the world of humans around him in order to 
glorify the LORD. The next words will sound familiar and will remind 
us of that answer. 
7 When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, 

“She is my sister,” because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He 
thought, “The men of this place might kill me on account of Rebekah, 
because she is beautiful.”  

8 When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the 
Philistines looked down from a window and saw Isaac caressing his 
wife Rebekah. 9 So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, “She is really 
your wife! Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?”  

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I might lose my life on 
account of her.”  

10 Then Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of 
the men might well have slept with your wife, and you would have 
brought guilt upon us.”  

11 So Abimelech gave orders to all the people: “Anyone who 
molests this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”  

[It’s the beautiful wife is my sister trick again. And again, rather than 
being a blessing to all the nations around him, Isaac, like Abraham puts 
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them at great risk by selfishly trying to deceive them for his own safety 
instead of sacrifice. And again, the LORD uses the people of the world 
to bless Abraham. Again, Abimelech of the Philistines of that day seems 
to understand that last promise to bless the world better than the 
Patriarchs. The deceptive Isaac, like Abraham comes out of his 
deception not only alive but blessed. This is in spite of not having been 
a blessing to the nations—to others. The blessings are in vv12-13. 

12 Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a 
hundredfold, because the LORD blessed him. 13 The man became rich, 
and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy. 

 
 Then the outcome of the LORD’s blessings on Isaac bring about 

other parallels with the life of his father Abraham connecting their 
identity. The circumstances are not always exactly the same but Moses 
makes sure we see the parallels. 

14 He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the Philistines 
envied him. 15 So all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the 
time of his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped up, filling them 
with earth.  

16 Then Abimelech said to Isaac, “Move away from us; you have 
become too powerful for us.”  

17 So Isaac moved away from there and encamped in the Valley of 
Gerar and settled there. 18 Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug 
in the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped 
up after Abraham died, and he gave them the same names his father 
had given them.  

19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh 
water there. 20 But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s 
herdsmen and said, “The water is ours!” So he named the well Esek, 
because they disputed with him. 21 Then they dug another well, but 
they quarreled over that one also; so he named it Sitnah. 22 He moved 
on from there and dug another well, and no one quarreled over it. He 
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named it Rehoboth, saying, “Now the LORD has given us room and we 
will flourish in the land.”  

23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 That night the LORD 
appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham. Do 
not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the 
number of your descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham.”  

25 Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD. 
There he pitched his tent, and there his servants dug a well.  

26 Meanwhile, Abimelech had come to him from Gerar, with 
Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the commander of his forces. 
27 Isaac asked them, “Why have you come to me, since you were 
hostile to me and sent me away?”  

28 They answered, “We saw clearly that the LORD was with you; so 
we said, ‘There ought to be a sworn agreement between us’—
between us and you. Let us make a treaty with you 29 that you will do 
us no harm, just as we did not molest you but always treated you well 
and sent you away in peace. And now you are blessed by the LORD.”  

30 Isaac then made a feast for them, and they ate and drank. 31 Early 
the next morning the men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac 
sent them on their way, and they left him in peace.  

32 That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they 
had dug. They said, “We’ve found water!” 33 He called it Shibah, and 
to this day the name of the town has been Beersheba. 

 Abraham and Lot’s men fought over space for their flocks. Abraham, 
rather than engage in a battle of human power, gave Lot his choice and 
Abraham moved away in peace to Hebron. Here rather than fight a war 
over the land at this time, Isaac moves away in peace to Gerar. 

 Following that first separation, Abraham heard the LORD’s promises 
again that land would be his and his offspring’s and that his number—
his family would be increased. Isaac now hears the same promises from 
the LORD to him, this time, the LORD says it is because of the promises 
made to Abraham. They are connected in their identity. 
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 The point is that this is not a new or different promise. This is the same 
Abrahamic promise passing intact to the next generation as part of its 
fulfillment. The Israelites needed assurance that they were moving into 
the Promised Land as a continuation of that same Promise with that 
same blessing or empowerment available to them. They need the 
assurance that this was also their identity from God. 

 There are then parallels with both Abraham and Isaac calling upon the 
Name of the LORD in the midst of these conflicts and resolutions and 
reiterations of the promises. 

 As I pointed out, the conflicts here with the Abimelech and his military 
leader or “Phicol” are likely Isaac the next generation dealing with the 
next generation of these Philistine leaders. HOWEVER, the problems, 
conflicts and opposition from the world continue as the generations 
pass but so do the promises and the blessings because they share an 
identity—and thus they share a purpose in the world!  

 The “icing on the cake” parallel that makes this point is that both this 
part of the story for Abraham and for Isaac has them end up, post-
treaty-making, in Beersheba. That was the place so named because 
Abraham and Abimelech swore an oath that Abraham would—well, 
essentially—be the man God said he was supposed to be and deal 
honestly with others so he might bless them as promised he would. 
Abraham promised to live out of his identity from God as “blesser.”   

 Now Isaac swears at the same place-of-swearing that the blessings or 
empowerment of the LORD will NOT be used to attack those he too is 
meant to bless. He swears he will be the man who carries on the 
identity of the family of Abraham according to the promises. 

 Meanwhile, what was Esau up to? He was the man who despised the 
birthright and that identity with its promises from God because his 
identity was one who lived by the impulses of his flesh instead of faith. 
Verses 34 and 35 report this. 34 When Esau was forty years old, he 
married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath 
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daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They were a source of grief to Isaac and 
Rebekah. 

 We’ll save the detail on these transitional verses for the next time. 
 However, for now, notice how they link with the story that comes next. 

The subject is what is happening to the promises as the generations 
pass. Will they know who they are because of the connections? These 
promises of the LORD will clearly pass through a line from Abraham to 
Isaac and then to Jacob which will help to assure the generation in the 
wilderness they are in that line of promise and blessing. This is their 
identity! 

 In a very real way, Moses is writing Genesis, inspired by the Holy Spirit 
of God to solidify this understanding of identity in the people who will 
be called Israel. That generation that will see the promise of the land 
made to Abraham coming to fruition in a big way must understand who 
they are or the fulfilling of the promise won’t mean what it is intended 
to mean. 

 Let me say this another way. When Joshua leads in the battle against 
Jericho and the walls come tumbling down to make victory possible, 
the people of Israel need to know who they are. If not, some might 
conclude the victory is due to magical trumpet playing or their own 
courage. Others might conclude that the victory is due to their brilliant 
battle strategy. “We must be the smartest and bravest warriors that 
ever battled!” 

 They need to know their identity as the recipients of the Promises and 
the blessing passed from Abraham to Isaac and then Jacob and then to 
those who become the forbearers of each of the 12 tribes. Knowing this 
identity connection clarifies who they are and who God is. It also, very 
importantly, clarifies their purpose in this world and how that purpose 
should shape their values and lives. 

 Otherwise, they might think they are the center of the universe. They 
might conclude they are the “chosen people” because they are innately 
special and deserved to be chosen.  
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 Peruse the history of Israel in the Old Testament. Move forward to the 
NT when Jesus walked the earth. Read the letters Paul and others 
wrote about Jews persecuting believers. Also, read about the Judaizers 
infiltrating the newly born churches telling new believers in Jesus as 
Messiah that he was not enough because they believed they had the 
religion of the Law that mattered most. 

 All of these themes, and thus much of the Bible regarding the Israelites, 
reveal the problems that arise when Israel forgets her identity as a 
people. In the OT, God said, forgetting who they were, Israel became 
like a cheating wife or sadly, even a prostitute. Jesus said , forgetting, 
they became like tombs covered in camouflaging, clean, white paint but 
actually filled with, rotting flesh. Paul called the identity-forgetters 
“bewitchers” who were like the pragmatically produced child of Hagar 
than the child of the promise produced out of faith in God. 

 The identity of God’s people is crucial part of God’s plan of 
redemption. Who we are—who God is—what purpose and values that 
gives us for making choices in life is not to be forgotten. 

 As human beings, when we forget our identity from God, we have to 
find one somewhere else. That is what always happened to the children 
of Abraham—the Israelites—when they forgot their connection to the 
promises and thus forgot who they were. 

 Humans need an identity to live life outside of a mental health 
institution. Most of our mental health issues and our spiritual health 
issues as well have some connection to issues with our perceived 
identity. 

 So, for just one example, if I conclude my identity as a believer is mainly 
a SINNER, a person who fails God by sinning more than they would 
like,--“Hi, I am Raleigh the failure at Christianity”—If I conclude that is 
my identity, I am likely to conclude my role in life is to clean up my own 
sin so I can be acceptable to God. I may spend my whole life attempting 
to atone for sins—sins for which Jesus has already paid. I will then 
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waste my life rather than save my life by living God’s purposes as Peter 
tells me to do in his first epistle. 

 If instead, I believe my identity is “Raleigh in Christ,” with all the 
changes Scripture tells me that brings with it, living by that identity will 
set me free to live for God rather than keep me on an Impossible quest 
to make myself good enough for God to love me or to use me on his 
mission. 

 Why can I conclude my identity is “Raleigh in Christ?” Because I know 
God’s Word that was recorded for me to know truth that would set me 
free to be who I truly am just as Moses was doing for the Israelites by 
writing Genesis.  

 For example, Paul told the Galatian believers his identity and theirs. “I 
am crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” 

 Our perceived identity shapes how we live our life. 
 Our perceived identity also then drives the way we find significance—

the way we find reason to exist. When you forget your identity as 
“Raleigh Christ in me,” you will find yourself chasing identities in the 
world in order to find significance. This never honors God because we 
were not created to find our significance like the unbelieving world. 

 In addition, as with the people called Israel, this identity matter is 
important to corporate or communal identity as a people of God as 
well. 

 When the church of Jesus forgets its identity as Jesus body to incarnate 
him in this world and as sent ones to the world, the church of Jesus 
must go looking for another identity. 

 I submit to you that very often the Church of Jesus finds a false identity 
as a happy place for people to shop for spiritual stuff to help them 
create an identity that they need. The church then becomes about me 
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and  what it can do to make me feel significant rather than about God’s 
mission. 

 So, when the church doesn’t give me the feelings significance the way I 
want to get them, I feel cheated, hurt and angry. In America, I can then 
leave and go shop for identity and significance at the next church down 
the road who promises to provide it. 

 As FBC, it is critical to know our God-give identity as the incarnational 
body of Christ in this world on his mission to redeem the world and that 
will involve sacrifice just as it did for Jesus. 

 “Fellowship Bible Church does not exist for its own sake but for the 
sake of the world God so loved.” What we think of this idea has never 
been any more important than it is today in FBC. 

 Let me ask some questions as a way to make a strong statement about 
our identity as a church that we cannot ignore—or at least we should 
not ignore. 

 Right now, we are making some big decisions for the future as a church. 
Do we know our identity as the church of Jesus Christ? Do we agree on 
that identity? To put it in a provocative way, are we another “Pretty 
Good Bible Church” in Colorado Springs basically existing to dispense 
spiritual stuff to believers seeking significance or are we “the living 
body of Christ on a redemptive mission shining like stars in this dark 
world even willing to go to the cross for God’s glory? 

 The Israelites needed to know their identity because that would control 
their purpose, their choices, their living and control how they got their 
significance. 

 As the OT People of God, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Israel needed to 
know their identity. Genesis is making that clear. 

 As individuals, we need to know our identity as people in Christ with 
Christ in us. That identity impacts all of life.  Scripture makes this 
identity clear—not tradition—not personal preference—not mystical 
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experience—Scriptural truth is the only trustworthy foundation for our 
true identity in Christ. 

 Today, and in the weeks ahead, as a church community, we need to 
know our corporate identity because that will shape our sense of 
purpose, our choices, our living and where we will find our significance 
as a church. 

 Again, I ask, do we know our identity from Scripture as Jesus’ church? 
Do we agree on that identity?  

 
 


