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 If one unravels many of the most controversial topics in our day and 
time—our culture—I suggest one will eventually discover at the 
heart of the controversies the matter of “power.” 

 Who is in control? Who is the boss? Who gets to lead? Who wins? 
Ultimately, these are all different ways of asking about power in 
different contexts. 

 You could argue that “power” is not exactly the right word—at least 
as you might usually think of power. I’ll grant you that possibility and 
suggest another word will work for what I have to say today. That 
other possible word is “authority.” 

 As I have said before, we just happen to be studying 1 Peter with the 
Yutes. We also just happen to have finished a section of the letter 
that runs from 1 Peter 2:9 to 3:12. 

 This section makes it clear to believers that we are “strangers and 
aliens in this world.”  This world and the ways of this world are not 
ours as Christians. 

 Immediately following this critical description of our identity as we 
live our lives in this world, Peter launches into a list of topics that tell 
his readers how they will live differently in light of this identity. 

 Each topic highlights a human relationship. First is the relationship of 
believers to those of the world who govern them. Second is the 
relationship of Christian slaves to masters. Third is the relationship 
of Christian wives to husbands. And, fourth, is the relationship of 
one believer to another in the church.  

 The first three are explicitly relationships of power or authority The 
fourth is likely that as well but not as clearly so.  

 Peter knows and teaches that learning how a believer who is a 
stranger and alien in the world—a person without much power or 
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authority in the eyes of the world system—how a believer ought to 
live in light of matters of power in order to glorify God. 

 In Genesis, we have now seen the death of Abraham. We have now 
read about the passing of the promises and the covenant blessings 
of the LORD to his son, by faith, Isaac. We have learned that the 
LORD even kept his promises to Hagar through her son Ishmael. He 
became a father of many peoples who, according to Moses, “lived in 
hostility toward all their brothers” just as the LORD had promised. 

 Now in Genesis 25 at verse 19, we begin the “toledote,” the account, 
the “what came from” Abraham’s son, Isaac. 

 The account begins reminding us of Isaac’s God-given, providentially 
provided, bride Rebecca and her identity as NOT a Cannaite—NOT 
someone from the faith rejecting lineage of humanity but from the 
line of Shem through Terah just as were Abraham, Sarah and Isaac. 

 If you were to skim ahead through the next chapters, you would 
discover that much of the “toledote” of Isaac actually focuses on the 
story of his son-to-come, Jacob. 

 You would also find the arc of the story of Jacob’s life has much to do 
with the questions of power and authority. Who is the boss? Who 
actually makes the choices and makes things happen?  

 Unlike Carrie Underwood’s song “Jesus Take the Wheel,” you’ll find 
that Jacob often takes the steering wheel of his life believing he is in 
control. He has the power to make things happen. He has the 
authority to realize the promises and the blessings of the covenant. 
To make this work, he most often uses deception and pragmatic 
means. 

 Every now and then, Jacob recognizes the LORD has something to do 
with his life and these promises. However, as Josh told you a few 
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weeks ago, he doesn’t come to grips with the real source of power 
and authority until it grips him in a divine wrestling match. 

 We only need to look at the story of Jacob’s birth in 25:19-24 to see 
the pattern, the foreshadowing, the fractal of the message to Israel 
about power, authority, and the LORD’s promises to fulfill his plan 
allowing human beings the joy and privilege of participating. 

 READ Genesis 25:19-26 
 Reports of Isaac’s age frame the short story—age 40 when he 

married Rebekah and in verse 26—age 60 when Rebekah gave birth 
to twins. 

 This means Isaac waited 20 years for his sons from God’s wife for 
him, Rebecca.  

 Please pay attention to verse 21, “Isaac prayed.” Good idea Isaac!! It 
was a far better idea to pray to the LORD than your dad had when he 
tried to make things happen through Hagar. 

 When the disciples asked Jesus for a lesson on prayer he began his 
example like this: “…your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him. 9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name, 10your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven…” Think of all that this 
means. God has a plan—a will. His people can ask him to implement 
his plan on earth for his glory—his “hallowing his name.” 

 Along with the rest of the prayer, it means so much more. However, 
one thing it means lies below the surface a bit and we might miss it. 
This model prayer, Jesus provides, recognizes who is in charge—who 
has the power—who has the authority. Later we learn it is even the 
power and authority to deliver us from “evil” or the “evil one.” 
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 Among all the wonderful things prayer is, prayer offered in the will of 
the Father is an admission—an acceptance that God has the ultimate 
power and God is the one with absolute authority. Not us! 

 We are not God, but the hunger that we humans have for power, 
authority, control and such pushes us, at times, to act as if we are 
God. To be “like God” is always the end goal of autonomy and sin. 

 Sincere prayer, focused on God’s will and God’s glory, rather than 
our felt needs and preferences, is an antidote to our flesh’s desire 
for autonomy from God’s authority. 

 If you don’t know what to do, pray! If you do know what to do, pray! 
Paul says, “pray without ceasing” for a good reason. It reminds us of 
who is in control—who has the power—who has the authority to 
bring about God’s plan. 

 That “Who” isn’t us! This is a good reminder when we fall into the “I 
can take it from here, God” trap of good works we are doing for 
God. 

 Consider this reality. Isaac was born by God’s supernatural 
intervention into the family of Abraham—the family of God’s 
promise He is the God appointed heir of that promise. Rebekah is 
the sovereignly chosen bride for the heir of God’s promise. Read the 
story of the camels and such again if you don’t remember that 
detailed description of God at work.  

 Isaac and Rebecca are the perfect couple for God’s purposes—
arranged that way by God. But what is the first problem in this short 
story about which Isaac chooses to pray? Barrenness. Rebekah 
cannot become pregnant. 

 What must happen for her to have a child? God must work and they 
must trust him to do that. 

 I watch as I see people trying from their hearts to do God’s work. 
They begin with prayer and the acknowledgement that God will need 
to work to make the mission a success. Then, when things start 
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rolling along and the metrics of success are being met, sometimes 
these people desiring to serve God fall into that “I can take it from 
here God” mode. They feel like they don’t need God or maybe don’t 
need God as much to keep the success going. 

 BTW: This may be the reason that many successful Christian 
ministries and even churches begin with hearts knowing God must 
do it if it is to be done and then become more like machines 
believing the process will continue to crank out the success even 
without God. When that happens, it is time to start over again with 
that dedicated understanding “we cannot do this without you 
working, God.” 

 Again, before we move on to the next need or conflict in the story, I 
will say again, I don’t think any of us can be “people who give birth” 
(I just said it that way to wake you up if you had dozed off—I believe 
only women can give birth).  

 I believe if any woman is to give birth it must be by God’s work—
God’s hand designing and giving life. Thus, all unborn babies are 
already each God’s special work.  

 That’s a good example of the “I can take it from here, God” sort of 
thinking. Most of us know where babies come from. It is easy to slip 
into the belief that it is that process rather than God’s work. 

 On to the next issue. Finally she is pregnant as an answer to prayer. 
Not only pregnant but also pregnant with twins! It is a double 
blessing—a great big empowerment from God.  

 However there is a problem. The twins are “jostling” with each 
other. All babies move in the womb. Some babies more than others 
do. I suspect the tight, shared space allotted to twins makes this 
movement more obvious. But, was this something more? 

 This reflexive word describing what the unborn babies were doing to 
each other within their mother’s womb comes from a word that 
means, “to crush.” That sounds nice enough since they were 
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smashed together. It sounds like Moses is saying they “crowded each 
other.” 

 But, the word is often, maybe even usually, used in more violent 
contexts such as “she crushed his skull” and “one army crushed the 
other army in defeat.” 

 It seems Moses isn’t indicating a “crowded discomfort” but rather a 
battle. Moses is telling us of a power struggle to come between 
these—miraculous babies that were clearly made by God’s power. 

 The intrauterine warfare was violent enough that Rebekah was 
concerned. She went to the right source for information about God’s 
babies that were part of God’s plan. She asked the LORD—she too 
prayed—and the LORD answered her. 

 His answer is the heart of the story as Moses arranged it. It is what 
we call an “oracle” from the LORD. An oracle is an authoritative 
statement. In this case, it is from the LORD so the authority goes 
unquestioned. He is in charge of this matter in the eyes of Rebekah. 

  “No wonder you feel so full, Rebekah. These are not just two babies 
from God in you, they are two nations. Imagine those birth weights! 

 “You are bearing the progenitors of two distinct peoples for God’s 
plan.” 

 “Rebekah, here is the twist you won’t expect because this is my plan 
and my doing, says the authoritative and powerful LORD.” One child 
will be stronger than the other. OK, that makes sense. However, in 
this case it will be the younger one who holds the power over the 
older. The older will serve the younger contradicting all the natural 
expectation of how things are supposed to work.” 

 This raises the matter—maybe even the problem of our expectations 
versus God’s plans. God often does things in a way we aren’t 
expecting and sometimes we don’t want. 
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 We desire to do things for God. We have a plan. We pray, “God 
please help with this plan.” God answers our prayers but not our 
way—rather his way.  

 Moses is teaching Israel: Trust in God’s plan—God’s way—no matter 
how you expect or wish the plan to unfold. 

 If you believe that is a lesson here about how God works his plan, 
this lesson alone is worth the price of admission today. Most of us 
might think we live this way most of the time. We think we want 
God’s plan. We think are prayers are for God’s plan. Why are we so 
often disappointed when God answers our prayers with something 
other than the result we wanted? I believe that is worth thinking 
about. 

 Before moving on, please notice something else about the prayers of 
Isaac and Rebekah. They were motivated by difficulties in life. God 
gave barrenness and then a very difficult pregnancy to help Isaac and 
Rebekah sense their need for him to be powerful and authoritative 
and admit that need by praying. 

 Of course, we know the battling babies were twin boys but they 
were far from identical twins. One, the firstborn, they named Esau 
because he was hairy and red. I always pictured cousin “It” from the 
Adams Family but that probably is an exaggeration, right? Both of 
those physical qualities will come up again in the story. 

 The other, the younger son, they named, Jacob. His name sounded 
like “heel.” The name seemed appropriate because he tried to hold 
on to his brother’s heel as Esau was being born. 

 Jacob, the “heel gripper,” if he had the power to help it, was not 
going to let Esau win and be the firstborn son who would receive the 
birthright and carry on the blessing of promises of God. 

 It was almost as if the baby heard the first part of the oracle, “and 
the older will serve the younger,” and was trying to make God’s 
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oracle come true before there was even an older and younger in the 
birth order. 

 In his lifetime, any positive reasons for the name evincing thoughts 
of “heel gripping” went away. Jacob became a deceptive man who 
“gripped heels” to trip up people—to win—to get his way—and, as I 
am emphasizing this morning to have power over them. 

 He became a pragmatic deceiver—a trickster—a cheater and 
sometimes he acted this way, feeling justified, because it was in 
order to do the work of the LORD.  

 However, Jacob and Israel will have to learn that the LORD only 
wants to fulfill his promises by faith in his power not faith in their 
own human abilities to make things happen. 

 Jacob, Israel and we can be the right people in the right place at the 
right time working as hard as we can for what God says he wants to 
happen in his plan and still be getting it all wrong. 

  In so many areas of life, our culture is a pragmatic culture. What 
matters most is we get done want we set out to do in whatever way 
will work to accomplish that. 

 Our metrics of success have shifted to the bottom line of “did it 
work?” If you got what you expected, no matter how you did it, you 
are a successful and labeled a success as a person. 

 We sometimes see attacks against this means and metric but the 
attacks are so often hypocritical that they become a joke. 

 You may have to think about this a bit before you agree with me but 
please do think about it. Ultimately what our culture thinks of as 
success is power, authority, control, autonomy and things along 
these lines that tripped up Eve and her offspring. Ultimately humans 
want to be their own god. That is a deep longing of the flesh. 

 If the desire of our flesh is to be our own God with all that power and 
glory it would bring, why not do whatever it takes? Pragmatism is 
the way because, as gods, we get to set our own standards of right 
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and wrong. As we do more and more of that, nothing is out of 
bounds—off limits—even tricking your blind dying dad with some 
hairy skins and the smell of the wild perfume. 

 Jacob and Israel will either learn that they always need the LORD and 
can never say “I can do that now, God” or they will sink into living 
lives of pragmatic flesh trying to grab power any way they can with 
no regard for truth or right and wrong.  

 Eventually all endeavors that do not acknowledge the need for God’s 
power and his authority—all of them fail. Jesus tried to tell us that 
when he said, “apart from me you can do nothing!” 

 Oh, but how often I try! Oh but how often I try to do things for God 
apart from God’s power and authority. What is really taking place 
when I do that? Nothing less than my flesh saying, “I can be God. Let 
me show you!” 

 In this introduction to the “toledote of Isaac” which will tell us the 
story of Jacob who becomes the namesake of the nation of Israel, we 
will see over and over the theme raised here. Who has the true 
power and authority for God’s promises? What happens when 
human flesh says “let me have the power to play god in order to do 
God’s work!” 

 We live in a Corinthian-ized culture that, at best wants to add God to 
their own ideas and power so they can be more powerful and 
successful as they play god. This is why the apostle Paul had to say to 
the Corinthians things like “ God’s strength is made perfect in our 
weakness” rather than in our own power. 

And, more completely in 1 Corinthians 25-3125 For the foolishness of God 
is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
man’s strength. 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
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the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because 
of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, 
as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

 God often doesn’t do things our way so that we can know he did 
them. 

 God doesn’t do things through our fleshly power so that he gets the 
glory as God rather than us getting to play god. 

 We will be meeting after this worship time to eat and to share how 
God has been working in FBC 

 We do not have an oracle like the one Rebekah received. 
 However, I am thankful that among our earliest impulses as a church 

that has the opportunities that we have to do something for God 
was we had the impulse to pray—often and in many ways. That is a 
good indicator that we know who has the power and authority for 
the future of FBC 

 I am also thankful of the reminder in the oracle received by Rebekah 
that God’s ways are not our ways—on purpose! That helps us pray 
for what God wants and not what we want dressed up spiritually. 

 Now we must be careful not to follow the fleshly urge to say 
something like, “Hey! We have 7 million dollars and lots of great 
ideas. We can take it from here, God!” 

 He will use our heads, our planning, our efforts, our choices in his 
plan if we keep in mind who has the true power and authority—if we 
remember our so-called wisdom isn’t even equal to what might be 
God’s foolishness—if we boast in the LORD rather than our own so-
called success in making FBC work. 
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 And, as we work by the power of God under the authority of Jesus 
who said “I will build my church,” let’s keep praying with hearts that 
truly mean this as we ask for answers and directions—“Not my will 
but yours God!” 


