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 I have been known to become impatient when God doesn’t act like I 
want him to act in a day or two. We are so used to instantaneous 
fulfillment it is difficult to accept anything else. 

 Now that Amazon has a fulfillment center closer to us we get stuff in 
one day or even the same day. What comes next? Maybe it will be 
an algorithm that predicts what I am going to buy and sends it to me 
the day before I order it so it is already waiting when I push the buy 
button. 

 One thing I know for sure about our God is that he is never rushed 
like we humans are rushed.  

 If you were to go back and peruse the passage we looked at 2 weeks 
ago—the passage about God’s providence and human faith in 
locating Rebecca as Isaac’s perfect bride—you would see many 
indicators in the passage that suggest God knew just the right time 
to act in order to carry out his plan.  

 God acts at just the right time. That is not always the time I want him 
to act for the sake of my human plan, but it is the perfect time for his 
perfect plan. 

 Some other traits of God’s providential work you would remember 
from that passage and from all we have studied so far in Genesis, 1) 
God keeps His promises…2) God protects those promises for His 
purposes…and 3) God is able to pass those protected promises on to 
the next generation of his people. 

 If you are like me and won’t use the energy saver button on your 
Keurig coffee maker because it takes and extra 30 seconds to warm 
up before the first cup of coffee in the morning, you may not like 
that God has no problem in fulfilling promises to you generations 
later after you are long dead and gone. 
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 Can we trust God for that time span we cannot span ourselves? That 
is one of the lessons for the Israelites and for us in the 2 short 
passages we will look at this morning.  

 These two passages Genesis 25:1-11 and 25: 12-17 may appear less 
important to us at first glance. They are indeed “transitional” 
passages. I will argue that it is the fact that they are “transitional” 
that is one of the qualities that makes them so important to study 
and to grasp in the very big picture of how are God works in 
redeeming His creation and creatures. 

 I should point out before we read, that these sections are 
anachronistic. That is they don’t fit in the order in a strict, 
chronologically linear way. For example, The birth of Jacob and Esau 
will be told in verses following these verses which may make it seem 
Abraham was already dead when they were born. He was not. 
Abraham, their grandpa was around for 15 years after Jacob and 
Esau were born. 

 So these two short sections, one of which is a whole “toledote” or an 
“account” or a “what came from” in just 7 verses, are summaries 
that connect and also transition forward. 

 Again, this is a reminder that we “westernized readers” have to pay 
close attention in Genesis because not all accounts are complete in 
detail, linear or chronological as it tends to be when we tell stories or  
pass on information. 

 Of course, I would recommend that we pay close attention whenever 
we are reading God’s Word for other reasons as well.  

 As you look at chapter 25 to read along, please peek back at the end 
of chapter 24. Notice, as I pointed out in passing when we looked at 
this, two items of information. Both are meant to emphasize the 
transition of generations taking place. 



Series: “Genesis…The Beginning Continued” 
Sermon: “The Promises and Legacy” 
Text: Genesis 25:1-18 
RGGJR/FBCCS/ 9-19-21 UNEDITED 

3 
 

 First, in 24:65 when Rebecca asks the servant for the identity of the 
man she sees coming to meet them, he refers to Isaac as “my 
master.” Before this Abraham was his master but things are 
changing. 

 Then, second, in 24:66 Isaac takes Rebecca to Sarah, his mother’s 
tent. It was available because Sarah has died and now Rebekah is 
transitioning to the place of the matriarch of the family with Isaac 
becoming the patriarch. 

 So, as the transition is taking place, Moses finds it a good time to tie 
up some loose ends and make some connections that emphasize 
how God has been working to protect and to keep his promises so 
they may be passed on to the next generation of men and women of 
faith among his people. 

 Let’s look at the first of the two in 25:1-11. READ Genesis 25:1-11 
 This would be easier to follow for us if we read “Abraham had taken 

another wife, Keturah.” This marriage and these children did not 
follow the death of Sarah when the promised miracle baby Isaac was 
a grown man and Abraham was even much older than 100 as he had 
been at Isaac’s birth. 

 This is concurrent information that was not important to tell us in 
the running story that focused on the promise and the passing of the 
promise through the child of faith versus the child of human doing 
from Hagar. See how Genesis works to focus our attention on what 
matters? 

 Where did Cain get his wife? It does not matter so Moses does not 
tell us! There are many other things you might consider important 
we are not told because they don’t matter to the theological point of 
the narrative. 
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 What first matters most here is that Abraham had a ton of sons by 
an additional wife (and we aren’t done with baby mothers yet). 
These sons and their subsequent families were family to Abraham. 
Depending on the actual legal status of Keturah as true wife or 
maybe sort of wife, concubine, they may have all had inheritance 
rights from their rich father Abraham.  

 Moses clarifies how the man of faith in God’s promises, even if a 
polygamist that complicates matters, how he works to protect the 
promise as God has given it. Abraham leaves everything that he 
owns—and it was quite a fortune—to the son of promise, Isaac 
alone. 

 He likely cared about his other sons but they were not the “only son” 
the son of promise as God saw it. Caring, he gave the other sons 
produced by his plans rather than God’s, “gifts.” In other words, he 
likely set them up to be able to provide for themselves. 

 But notice also like it was with the Hagar begotten son Ishmael, 
Abraham sent his other sons away. There should be no confusion 
over whose land the Promised Land is. It is Isaac, the promised sons’ 
alone!” Don’t confuse the promise or make it unclear! Protect it. 

 In one of my Bibles, I wrote something years ago next to the words 
“and sent them away from his son Isaac to the land of the east” in 
verse 6. I wrote “where they belonged” followed by a couple of 
question marks. Genesis often points out a need for separation 
without making the reason for it explicit. We readers are supposed 
to have picked up that the world is often divided by the nature of 
relationship to God. The divisions don’t mix well!! Separation is 
necessary—over and over as human activities blend God’s ways with 
mans. 
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 In verses 7 and 8 we read a short summary of the life and death of a 
man of faith. Abraham was not perfect. In the stories we know of his 
life, there were incidents of lying and of wrongly trying to make 
God’s will happen in man’s way. The polygamous relationships, 
made so clear here at the end of his life, were likely not the perfect 
will of God for his life. The results of these relationships seemed to 
have always brought confusion and strife in Abraham’s family as we 
might expect. 

  As I’ve said before, God is still helping me understand how to 
integrate into my thinking how God works through imperfect men 
who chose polygamy. The ideal from the beginning, with Adam and 
Eve, was one man and one woman as husband and wife for life. 

 Lamech, a man in the cursed line of Cain, was the first one the Bible 
tells us about who decided the one wife of God’s plan was not 
enough and so he took two wives. Polygamy was man’s idea from a 
cursed source yet it caught on even among some of God’s most 
faithful men. 

 I have been studying some things in 1 Peter, Romans 13 and Acts 4 
these days. Those are some of the places the Bible touches on 
authority and submission to government. They are ultimately 
passages about what humans do with power when they get it and 
how God’s people are to relate to human power struggles living as 
aliens and foreigners with respect to this world. 

 I suspect, since it is usually rich and powerful men, such as desert 
potentates like Abraham and Kings like David and Solomon, that 
polygamy was a fallen and sinful human expression of power. Why 
didn’t stop it? Maybe more importantly, why did God use men like 
Abraham and David who practiced it as big parts of his plan?  
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 I also suspect the answers lies in the reality that until Jesus comes 
and makes me totally new with regard to the flesh, whenever God 
might be using me in his plan, he is once again like Abraham and 
David, using a man still flawed by sin even if that is no longer my 
identity in Christ. 

 I suspect at least one other thing about this, I suspect my aversion to 
polygamy in these God-used men is probably heightened by a 
practice we all have of being self-righteous at times and categorizing 
sins from bad to worst always making sure our particular sins end up 
on the not quite as bad side. 

 Even with his clear failures, the Bible makes it clear Abraham was a 
man who chose living by faith in God and his promises and dying by 
faith in God and his promises. This allows for the report we have 
here in the midst of all the polygamous confusion. 

 Abraham did not live the 969 years of a Methuselah. He lived 175 
years. That was enough to be “a good old age, an old man and full 
of years. 

 This is a Hebrew way of telling us, Abraham had a good “life” both in 
length and in experiences—quantity and quality. It is also the way of 
telling us that he was a “good” man himself. It is a great epitaph. An 
honest look at the life of a man who lives and dies by faith in God—
no matter the difficulties of that life—no matter the human 
imperfections revealed along the way—an honest epitaph will record 
that life as a truly “good” life. 

 Faith in God, not worldly success, not comfort, not getting ever 
decision right—faith in God is what makes for a good man, a good 
life, and even a good death! 

 If you go back in Genesis and reread the promises the LORD made to 
Abraham, this description shows that God has kept his promises 
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even though some remained to be fulfilled after Abraham’s death. 
That is why the connections made in these verses are so important. 
The promises of God will be fulfilled in the legacy Abraham leaves 
behind as a man of faith. 

 Notice it is only the sons Isaac and Ishmael who are said to “bury 
their father” together. These are two sons, among all the others, 
that we know were given specific promises by the LORD because of 
their Father Abraham. 

 What will happen to those promises as now they bury their father 
Abraham in the one small piece of the Promised Land that he already 
owns? That piece was, of course, the Cave of Machpelah in the field 
formerly owned by Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite. 

 Sarah was buried in this small, already-possessed piece of the 
Promised Land. In faith, Abraham is buried here as well to await the 
fullest fulfillment of that land promise. 

 Now, that “blessing of God” on Abraham—that provision of God’s 
enablement to participate in God’s redemptive plan—that blessing 
explicitly falls on Isaac the promised son. 

 Once again, the point is made, of two sons, Isaac is the one blessed 
to carry on the legacy of Abraham’s faith and participation in God’s 
redemptive plan. Once again, Moses emphasizes the necessary 
separation. 

 Again, this is not a matter of election to heaven or hell as some like 
to make it. It is God’s sovereign choice of how he will work out his 
plan. 

 We are told in sort of an off-hand way that Isaac is living near Beer 
Lahai Roi. Do you recall that place name? It was the name Hagar 
gave to the place near a well or spring when God came to her as she 
was pregnant with Ishmael and first running away from Sarah.  
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 Remember, the name meant to her something like “well of the living 
one who sees.” The LORD saw her plight and made promises to her. 

 Her descendants—her family lineage would be increased to a 
number too great to count. 

 She was also promised that her son to come, Ishmael, through whom 
this promise would be fulfilled, would be a stubborn, petulant “wild 
donkey of a man.” He would raise his hand in opposition to everyone 
around him and they would return the aggressive stance. 

 Ishmael, the son to come, was going to be a man and a family of 
hostility toward even all his brothers according to Genesis 16. 

 God keeps all of his promises not just the ones we like. Please look at 
verses12 and following as I read them. READ Genesis 25:12-18 

 You remember the messy story of Abraham and Sarah’s human plans 
to make God’s plan come true in their own way and much more 
efficiently than God seemed to be working.  

 You remember that after Isaac was born, Sarah made it clear that 
Ishmael, Hagar’s son by Abraham and Isaac could not coexist in one 
mixed family. The son of human pragmatism could not be mixed 
with the son of faith. 

 But, because of Abraham, this son is still special and God made those 
promises and—God kept those promises. 

 Hagar’s family, through Ishmael, did indeed grow too big to count 
through 12 Bedouin, Arabian dwelling tribes. Twelve seems to be a 
number of fullness in matters like these. 

 These Ishmaelites and other offspring from Abraham’s concubines 
become frequent harassers and even deadly enemies of the people 
of God who are now about to cross into the Promised land led by 
Joshua. 
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 Moses records the faithfulness of God to all his promises when he 
finishes this short toledote with the description of these tribes…“and 
they lived in hostility toward all their brothers.” The Lord had 
promised they would be there and he had promised they would be 
hostile and they were. 

 God keeps perfectly even his inconvenient and undesired promises. 
Moses makes this clear once again by telling the story of what came 
from Ishmael the son of Hagar and the pragmatism of Abraham.  

 So, as I said at the beginning, Genesis is teaching the next generation 
of Israelites that our God 1) keeps his promises and he does it in his 
time and in his way 

 2) God protects the purity of his covenant promises along the way by 
often clearly separating his way from any other way including the 
mess of this world’s way. Very often, this is difficult and painful to his 
people because they so easily entangle themselves with the ways of 
the world. 

 3) And here is the newer lesson from these verses…God’s promises 
and the blessings necessary to be a part of them can be passed to 
the next generations for God to keep them. Death does not thwart 
God’s promises. God works in his time not our limited time even if 
that time could be 175 years or 969 years. 

  What this means, among other things from the perspective of God’s 
people living by faith and believing the promises of God is this: 
Legacy is a real thing and it matters! 

 Legacy, what we leave behind when we are gone is as much a part of 
the long plan of God as all the stuff we scurry about trying to 
accomplish for him now before it is too late for us to do it because 
we are dead. 
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 The dictionary defines “legacy” as, “something transmitted by or 
received from an ancestor or predecessor from the past.” 

 Abraham certainly left a legacy of material wealth to Isaac. However, 
he left more than this. He left a legacy of faith in God and God’s 
promises. 

 As I sat in my office in another city this week, reading, thinking and 
praying this passage and this message were on my heart and mind 
often. Of course, the focus has something to do with my age, even 
the age of my parent’s, health, circumstances and so on. Most 
healthy 20 year olds are not focused on legacy. 

 One clear conclusion was that after 18 years as part of FBC I do not 
want my legacy to be what building we worship in in the future. That 
would be one of the cruelest inversions of intent to upside down I 
could think of for my life. 

 I like buildings. I like this building. However, buildings are not 
churches buildings are only tools churches uses. I want my legacy, 
and to be honest your legacy as well, to be “we can’t go to church 
(because churches are ultimately not buildings) we are the church.   

 I want our legacy—what we are passing on and what we finally pass 
on to the next generation to be along the lines of my picture of a 
rock bottom stream of living water shaped and controlled by stone 
passages in this world that we do not shape by our preferences, 
feelings, fears, comforts but by the unchanging ROCK formation of 
God’s word.  

 And then on one bank of the stream the truth of God’s absolutely 
free grace in Jesus Christ that impacts not only our destiny when we 
die but is the water by which we live now and the water by which we 
treat other people and the water we share.  
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 And then on the other bank the idea that FBC as a church does not 
exist for its own sake—that is we are not here together to grow 
something that makes a name for us but rather we exist, as a church, 
for the sake of the world God loves and specifically to be part of his 
promise and plan to redeem. 

 Scripture controls the direction, free grace in Jesus Christ gives us 
our identity and the blessing to serve, missionality gives us the heart 
of our daily purpose. That is the legacy I care about passing on not a 
building. 

  I’m not sure that we elders have framed this big change we are 
making in terms of legacy. It may sometimes come across as a simply 
a pragmatic need with which we are dealing—we have to have 
someplace to meet on Sunday mornings and someplace to do the 
other stuff we are used to doing. 

 I will only assume to speak for myself in this moment: But, I believe 
this change to be a great matter of legacy—a matter of what we are 
passing on to those who come after us. Again, not what we pass on 
in terms of street address or bricks and mortar but in terms of who 
we are—why we exist—and what our ultimate authority is that 
guides us as a church on these matters. 

 Here was another thought from my remote office about legacy. 
Abraham lived 175 years—not 174 and not 176. However as far as 
we know, Abraham was not told the number of his years would be 
175. 

 Abraham didn’t even have a doctor to hound him about his weight, 
cholesterol numbers and blood pressure promising him he would 
add a few more months or years if he would only fix his numbers. No 
one can add to the days God already knows. 
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 What this means is, like other things we tend to put off until 
tomorrow, legacy can’t be put off until tomorrow because we don’t 
know there will be a tomorrow. 

 I made a chart on my legal pad from the perspective of a 66 year-old 
man. The 20 year olds I teach probably think I am closer to running 
out of legacy time than they are and statistically they are right.  

 Because I am generally a negative person, my chart listed the 
roadblocks to passing on legacy. This was not a theoretical exercise. I 
had in mind actual people that make up FBC older ones and younger 
ones. 

 Since I am going long, let me summarize by telling you the things 
that get in the way from my chart. The top two were pride and lack 
of humility. Oh! Wait! Those are sort of the same thing! 

 Old people want to hang on to significance by continuing to do 
things their way. Young people want to gain significance by changing 
to do things their way. Pride gets in the way an interchange of 
important things--of legacy things. 

 Old people usually have lots of wisdom to share but less energy to 
act. Young people have energy to act but less wisdom to guide their 
acting. Pride—especially in our culture of therapeutic, deistic 
moralism that makes the individual the discerner of truth and 
wisdom from their experience instead of the rock bottom river bed 
of the word of God--pride gets in the way of blending godly wisdom 
with youthful so that legacy gets lost in the battle over who wins the 
significance. 

 I wish I had more time to drive this home. Let me give you a thought 
experiment I used that might help you understand what I am getting 
at overall by talking about legacy now like this. 



Series: “Genesis…The Beginning Continued” 
Sermon: “The Promises and Legacy” 
Text: Genesis 25:1-18 
RGGJR/FBCCS/ 9-19-21 UNEDITED 

13 
 

 In telling it I will risk being accused of fomenting a conspiracy. I’m 
not. I happened to be reading some stuff looking for more facts 
about the Covid vaccine and especially the new idea of getting a 
booster shot—especially since we were so certain 2 would fix the 
problem. 

 Anyway, in thinking about FBC and legacy, in my strange negative 
mind, I imagined a scenario in which the third shot was the killer. 
Everyone age 40 and over died before they could drink the juice and 
eat the snack offered by the volunteer at the vaccination center.  

 My experiment was, what would happen to FBC, if that happened in 
the middle of this process we are in right now. I pictured who in their 
20s and 30s would be the leaders, the teachers, the complainers the 
naysayers etc. It was an interesting thought experiment. 

 When I finished I said God, “But they are not ready!” God or the guy 
at the next table said, “We’re you?” “Was Isaac as old as he was 
when Abraham died?” We’ll find out, as we read his story, in many 
ways he was not.  

 If by being “ready” we mean like old people desire that they are 
ready to carry on things just as we have and would do, they will 
never be ready because legacy is not about passing on our 
preferences and comforst to the next generation.  

 If we have taught them to trust God and his promises, be controlled 
by the truth of his word, live by the freedom of free grace, make 
your purpose God’s plan to redeem not building your own 
kingdom—if we have passed that on and the 3rd one takes us all 
away—THEY ARE READY. 

 Should we hope for that scenario? Should we hope it would never 
happen? Maaybe we should instead hope that our pride and the 
pride of the next generation will melt in humility so God’s church will 
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go forward. May young people humbly people to godly wisdom they 
cannot yet possess. May old people humbly release control of the 
things we hold on to perhaps for significance and may that act of 
legacy passing explode in God’s glory in FBC going forward in 
whatever location and shape it does that. 

 This week we visited some long term friends now living part of the 
time in Westminster. Their son had been living in their house there 
taking care of it. Over a fireplace in the house where we sat and 
talked was a large unframed oil painting.  

 The painting was abstract so I can’t say whether the technique was 
good or bad. I am no expert. I guess it was good because it caught 
my eye and Mary’s as well. I asked about it. 

 It was a painting done some time ago by a young friend of their son. 
It was meant to capture a dream. Deeter’s dream as a young man 
was about legacy. 

 I wished I had surreptitiously snapped a picture of to share with you 
but I didn’t think of it before we left to drive home. 

 I’ll tell you just a bit about it. It the lower foreground of the painting 
there were all manner of swirling half-there material things 
representing the stuff of this life. Mixed in this dark swirling mass of 
confusing stuff were some few random spots of bright yellow or 
gold. Beyond the swirling darker mass of this life moving to the top 
and then off all the edges of the rest of the painting was a full gold 
glowing sort of sky that was so bright one could hardly make out any 
details.  

 In the dark swirling mass of the objects of this life there was one 
object that was clearly a window. I didn’t see it at first. Mary pointed 
it out. “What does the window mean, she asked?” “Not sure was the 
reply.” 
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 I think I know what it means and if it doesn’t, mean what I think, it 
should mean this.  

 Through that somewhat dirty cloudy window a person looking from 
this life might be able to detect the some of the brilliant glow of 
what is coming out there due to God and his promises. We know 
some of the glory because God has told it to us in his word. 

 But more importantly, I belive that window was the way that the bits 
of gold that are scattered in this swirly life—the things that matter—
the things of value—that window was the way the, opening through 
which these small golden things of true value could be passed on to 
the future. 

 That window was the small opportunity of passing on valuable 
legacy. 

 The problem with windows is they can close. 


