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Anatomy 
of Autonomy 

B i fo 

Franco Berard i ,  a l i as " B i fo",  was one of the 

m a i n  f i g u res of the M ovement of '77 i n  

Bologna.  H e  was a rrested a t  that t i m e  under  

the c harge of " s u bversive assoc iat ion" .  We 

asked B i fo to wr i te the fol l ow i n g  presenta­

tion on the context in w h i c h  the M ovement 

developed and the p ro b l e m s  i t  had to con­

front u p  to, and after, t h e  A p r i l  7 arrests. 

On Apr i l  7, twenty-two m i l i tants and i nte l lectua ls  f rom Pad ua,  Rome, M i lano and 
Tor ino were arrested . What t hey have i n  common is  the i r  part ic i pat ion ,  unt i l  1973, 
in the g roup  Workers' Power (Potere Operaio) w h i c h  then d issolved and became 
an element i n  the movement of A u tonomia .  They were a rrested on  the c harge of 
lead i n g  the Red Br igades,  the strongest of terror ist organ izat ions i n  I ta ly .  And in 
part icu lar ,  they are accused of d i rect i ng  the  k idnapp ing  and execut ion  of A ldo 
Moro, head of the govern ing  Ch r ist ian Democrat ic party. There a re no g rounds  
and no p roof whatsoever for these charges. And  pract ica l ly  everyone i n  I ta ly  who 
has read a newspaper knows i t .  I t  i s  not on ly  fa lse that the m i l i tants of Autonomy 
and the i nte l lectua ls  arrested on Apr i l  7 d i rected the  Red B rigades, but ,  i n  fact ,  
the po l i t ica l  and t heoret ical  l i nes of the Red Br igades d iverge d rast ica l ly  from 
those of the i n d iv idua ls  a rrested. Essent ia l l y  what is  c lear i n  a l l  th is operat ion is  
that  the p rosecut ion-and thus  i ts sponsor ing  agency, the government- has 
decided to make th is g ro u p  of i ntel lectua ls  pay for the last 10 years of mass 
revo lu t ionary stru g g l e  i n  I taly.  The government t h i nks i t  can succeed , and that  the 
balance of power may be s h i fted decis ive ly  to i ts  advantage. But  we can make no 
sense at a l l  of the act ions taken by  the government d u ri n g  these past  months i f  
we do not  u nderstand at least some t h i ngs about  the pol i t ica l  s i tuat ion  i n  I ta ly ,  
and about the I ta l ian revo lu t ionary movement :  
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F I RST: The cr is is  of Cap i ta l i sm and of the  I ta l ian  State su bseq uent  to the 
workers' st rugg le  d u ri n g  the  S ixt ies.  

S ECO N D: The H istor ical  Comprom ise, an attempt to get beyond this cr is is and to 
defeat the revo lu t ionary movement .  

T H I RD:  The nove lty of the  revo lu t ionary movement for Autonomy wi th  respect to 
the h i stor ical  Soc i a l ist and M a rx ist Workers'  Movement ;  i ts  theoret ica l  or i g i n a l i ty 
and i ts po l i t ica l  p rax is ,  as seen i n  1 977. 

FOURTH:  The p rob lem of the c i v i l  war, and of the Red B rigades. 

The experience of the revo lu t ionary movement i n  I ta ly ,  from 1 968 to 1 979, i s  un­
q u est ionably the r ichest and the  most mean ing fu l w i th i n  the cap i ta l ist West. To 
comprehend the novel e lements that th is experience conta ins  we have to l ook at 
the t heoret ica l  and organ izat iona l  cu rrents that  come to a head i n  Potere 
Operaio - u nt i l  1 973-and a re then d i spersed and a rt i cu lated i n  var ious organ iza­
t iona l  forms w i t h i n  "Workers' Autonomy" (A utonomia Operaia). 

It i s  precisely because the p rog ress of the workers and of Autonomy const i tu tes 
the most i nterest i n g  and essent ia l  e lement of the ent i re revo lu t ionary movement  
i n  I ta ly  d u ri ng  these 12  years that  we shou ld  consider  the repressive i n i t iat ive on  
the  part of the j u d ic ia ry i n  Pad ua.  I t  i s  the Paduan  cou rt wh ich  was  respons ib le  
for the arrest of most  of the m i l i tants and inte l lectua ls  who took par t  i n  the move­
ment .  And the court 's  act ion must  be seen as a real attempt at a f i n a l  sol u t ion ,  an 
attack d i rected toward the e l i m i nat ion of those forces that  const i tu te the 
e lements of cont i n u ity i n  the  h istory of the revo lu t ionary movement ,  those forces 
that have p rovided the catalyst for very s i g n i f icant theoret ica l  departu res. 

I . In order to u nderstand the h istory of the last 1 0  years i n  I ta ly ,  we must  start 
w i th  the wave of conf l icts beg u n  in 1 968 at u n ivers i t ies and at some factories 
(M ontedison i n  Portomarghero, FAT M E  in Rome, F I AT i n  Tori no). Spread i n g  then ,  
t h roughout  the fo l lowing year ,  i n  the "t roub led autu m n "  of 1 969, t he conf l ic t  even­
tua l l y  i nvo lved a l l  the I ta l i an  work ing  class i n  str i kes, demonst rat ions,  take-overs, 
and acts of sabotage. D u r i n g  t hose two years of st ru g g l e  a d iv is ion occu red bet­
ween the Left and the Workers' Movement .  And in the fo l l ow ing  years t h is d iv is ion  
produced a variety of organ izat ions to the left  of the I ta l ian  Com m u n ist Par­
ty-outs ide the of f ic ia l  Workers' Movement ,  at the loca l leve l ,  and in the factor ies 
and sc hools .  

Dur ing the same per iod,  the  g ro u p  Workers' Power (Po tere Operaio) was formed at 
the nat iona l  l eve l ;  i t  was com posed of sma l le r  g roups a l ready in existence: the  
Workers' Com m i ttee at Portomarghera, g roups for workers' power i n  Pad ua and  
E m i l ia ,  and a par t  of the  s tudent  movements at Rome and F lorence. I n  
September, 1 969, the PO con so l idated i tse l f  and began p u b l i sh ing  a newspaper by  
the  same name.  

But to u n derstand the po l i t i ca l  and t heoret ica l  ferment u nder ly ing the c reat ion of 
the PO, we should f i rst of a l l  say more about the new organ izat iona l  exper iments  
of 1 968 and 1 969, made by the  work ing  c l ass i n  the larger factories of the N orth .  

F o r  t h e  present we seek t o  ident ify t h e  conseq uences w h i c h  t h e  c lass stru g g l e  
d u ri ng  those years h a d  f o r  the  cou nt ry 's  economic  and i nst i tut iona l  eq u i l i b r i u m .  

The strugg les of 1 968 had the i r  g reatest effects i n  the u n ivers i ty ,  w here t h e y  were 
waged hand-to-hand by the students and the you ng (as in most of the wor ld ,  the 
West  i n  part icu la r). These strugg les forced a def i n i t ive cr is is  for the po l i t ics  of the  
Center-Left (an  a l l iance among the Chr is t ian  Democrats and Soc ia l ists) wh ich  
t h roughout  the 60's  had  made  poss ib le  a government  fou nded on the pol icy o f  
vag ue reform.  

The ant i-author i tar ian assa u l t  by the M ovement of '68 made prob lems and ten-
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sions emerge w h i c h  the Center-Left cou ld  not absolute ly  contro l .  And i n  a genera l  
way the M ovement brought  the pol i t ics of the  D.C.  under  accusat i o n - fo r  being 
part ly  respons ib le  for  the  d ictators h i p  of the bou rgeois ie  i n  I ta l i an  society and for  
the nat ion 's  dependency on the C h u rch and authori tar ian e lements .  

The I ta l ian Comm u n ist Party, meanwh i le ,  ma in ta i ned an essent ia l l y  amb iguous  
l i nk  to the movement  of the students and the  young .  W h i l e  d i sapprovi n g  of the i r  
rad ica l ism,  and desp i te  the c la im  to Autonomy f rom wh ich  the movement  never 
wavered, the PCI nonethe less saw an opport u n ity ,  in the events of 1 968, for  break­
ing the Chr ist ian  Democrat ic  hegemony and p u s h i n g  for a d isp lacement of  the 
po l i t ica l  ba lance to the  l eft .  

Natu ra l l y  enough ,  the  vanguard of workers who were organ iz ing  i n  the  factories 
had q u i te d i fferent a ims .  Dur ing  those years, in fact,  the worker's cause tended i n­
creas ing ly  toward barg a i n i n g  for eq ua l ity (eq u a l l y  i ncreased salar ies for  everyone; 
abo l i t ion of p iece-work and sa lary d i fferences; abo l i t ion  of job c lass i f icat ions and 
agai nst the i nterests of p rod uct ion (abo l i t ion  of  promot ion by merit ,  of p rod uct ion 
bonuses; reject ion of  accelerated product ion ,  etc . ) .  The c u m u lat ive effect  of the 
workers' demands p rovoked a cr is is  i n  the economic  ba lance on wh ich  i n d u st r ia l  
deve lopment ,  unt i l  t hen ,  had depended: that  i s ,  the ba lance between low salar ies 
and i ntensive exp lo i tat ion of the labor force,  a ba lance mainta i ned by h i g h  
unemp loyment and a l a rge labor s u p p ly.  An i mportant e lement i n  the  soc ia l  scene 
of that period was the  i n i t iat ion of an organ izat iona l  campaign among m i g rant  
workers from the  South .  Unt i l  then these workers had p rovided the mass-base for 
contro l l i n g  u n ion  p ressu res i n  the la rge labor centers; however, between '68 and 
'69,  espec ia l l y  i n  Tor ino ,  t hey became the mass-base at the forefront  of the  u n ion  
st rugg le  (and the  base ,  too ,  for  organ ized pol i t i ca l  revo lu t ion). 

Unquest ionably the cr is is  over pol i t ica l  control of the p rod uct ion cycle, and t h u s  
the economic c r i s i s  of 1 970 as wel l ,  have the i r  roots i n  the strength and cont i n u ity 
of th is workers'  st ru g g le ,  and in the considerable resu l ts  ach ieved by i t  (across­
the-board sa lary h i kes w h ich in 1 969 a lone ,  i nc reased labor costs by more than 
20 % ,  w i th  cont i nued wage pressu res i n  the fo l low ing  years). 

The dominant  po l i t ica l  c l ass revealed i ts i n a b i l i ty to deal w i th  th i s  s t ru g g le .  Thus 
there arose i n  t hose years a po l icy - d i rected and s u pported by the D .C .-ca l led 
the st rategy of tens ion (s tra tegia def/a tensione). This po l icy amounts  to the ar­
t i f i c ia l  creat ion of moments of extreme tens ion t h rough  such means as i nc idents 
provoked by fascist g roups or by agents that  often have d i rect l i nks to the  govern­
ment's Secret Service. The f i rst la rge-sca le  act resu l t i ng  from t h i s  s t rategy was 
the assau l t  on the Agr icu l t u ra l  Bank of M i lano t hat k i l led 14 persons on  Dec. 1 2, 
1 969- at the c u l m i nat ion of the Workers' st ru g g l e  begu n  i n  the " t rou b l ed 
autumn ."  The bombs were p laced (the deed was d iscovered and denou nced by 
democrat ic forces, by g roups on the extreme left ,  and by a large n u m ber of m i l i ­
tant g roups engaged in counter- in te l l i gence) by a g roup  of fascists connected to 
the Secret Service and p rotected by powerf u l  C h r ist ian Democrats. But anarch ists 
were accused of the  bombing ,  and the revo l u t ionary movement came under  
v io len t  attack f rom the  p ress and the cou rts. I n  the  fo l lowing years, t hese acts 
were f req uent ly  repeated : in every i n stance fascist cr i mes were u sed as an  occa­
sion to accuse the left  of v io lence and to i nst i tu te repressive cou nter-measu res. 

But the M ovement was ne i ther  broken nor d riven back by the "strateg i a  de l la  ten­
s ione."  In the years fo l lowing 1 970, i t  g rew in new sectors, among the youth and 
students.  And the  M ovement ga i ned cont i n u ity t h rough the format ion of revolu ­
t ionary organ izat ions w h i c h  arose t h roughout  the count ry. These qu ick ly acq u i red 
the capacity to mob i l ize people ,  gather ing the rem nants of the student  movement 
of 1 968, and a segment  of the workers reorgan ized dur ing the stru g g l es of 1 969. 
The strongest of t hese g roups were " Lotta Cont i nua"  (part i cu lar ly among Fiat  
workers), "Avanguard i a  Opera ia"  (entrenched i n  M i lan among workers i n  large fac­
tories and among students), and f i n a l ly " Potere Operaio" - which  was a major 
p resence at Padua,  in the  factor ies of Portomarg hera,  and at the U n i versity of 
Rome. 



These groups organized in factories, schools, and at the local level (promoting 
political strikes, the occupation of schools, student demonstrations against the 
government, and occupation of vacant houses by homeless proletarians - in 
Rome and Milan especially) . They assumed a position of opposition to the Italian 
Communist Party, which, after decades of Stalinist loyalty, was taking on the 
characteristics of a social-democratic party and was condemning the most radical 
working-class and student demonstrations in the name of unity with the middle 
classes and in the name of a policy of legality and respect for the fundamental 
rule of the capitalist order . 

This position of opposition had already been manifest in 1968, when the P C I  had 
been criticized and superseded by the student movement . And again, in 1969, the 
methods of the decisive struggle in the factories had been resisted by the P C I .  
But the antagonism grew more acute and became a n  open break when, i n  1973, 
the P C I  arrived at its choice of a Historical Compromise, that is, of an alliance 
with the Christian Democrats, and of subordination to the will of Big Capital in 
the name of economic revival . 

Meanwhile other significant events took place that same year. The first was the 
occupation of FIAT by thousands of young workers . Acting with complete 
autonomy from union decision-making, they decided to occupy the factory and 
set up barricades in order to impose their demands for significant wage increases 
and reduced work loads . Revolutionary groups such as " Lotta Continua" and 
" Potere Operaio" were a marginal presence in this occupation . Thus within the 
takeover itself was contained the possibility of transcending those vanguard 
organizations that had come near to assuming the role traditionally played by the 
workers' movement: a role of authoritarian leadership, of bureaucratic intran­
sigence in the face of the passions and the new types of needs expressed, above 
all, by the young . 

The workers had learned only too well to fend for themselves, and they began 
organizing autonomously . At the same time, the first armed cells began to be 
formed inside the factories (first in Milano and then in Torino and Genoa) . They 
organized sabotage against machinery, disciplined foremen and guards, besieged 
the rotten bosses - in short, they brought into being embryonic stages of a 
workers' counter-power . 

All of Italian society was affected by this extremely vast network of counter­
insurgence . After it had broken owner's control, in the "troubled autumn" of 1969, 
and assaulted the rule of low wages and intensive exploitation, it began to deal 
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directly with political problems - problems of power. But it is also true tha t the 

problem of power remai ned an ind isso lub le  knot i n  Italy,  on the theoret ical  even 

more than on the po l it ica l  level. 

What the strugg les d u ring  all those years actua l ly  amou nted to was a rejection of 
the wage-earn ing  system,  and a rejection of that exp lo itation wh ich  transforms 
h u man l i fe i nto a work ing  death on cred it, forc ing  people to sel l their own l ives i n  
exchange for the i r  wages. A n d  th is  rejection w h i c h  entered i nto the soc ia l  th i nk­

i ng  of a cu ltura l ly advanced proletariat conti n u a l ly better educated and endowed 
with an ever increas i n g  techn ical  and scienti f i c  expertise - evolved i nto the very 

real issues of power and l i berat ion.  

Labor's reject ion of work expressed itse l f  i n  many ways: the red uction of the work 
week to 40 hou rs: the r ight to rest periods and control over prod uction t i me; the 

i m position of a cou nter-power i ns ide factories;  the rejection of the ideology of 
prod uction; and cr it ic ism of the methodology of exp lo itat ion .  But a more press ing  
need exerted itse l f  with i n  the  strugg le; that of transform ing  these object ions i nto 
a program for the l i beration of ex isting energ ies,  i nto a program of self­

organ ization of the prod uction process and of the ent i re social  cycle of prod uc­
t ion and consu m pt ion .  I n  th is  lay the poss i b i l ity for a l i beration of repressed 

workers. 

Dur ing those years the utopia of workers' l i beration was a mass ive dr iv ing force, a 

power for organ izat ion and for cal ls  to act ion .  But the ideolog ical  baggage of 

trad it ional Marx ism cont inues to be borne not on ly  by the off ic ia l  Workers' M ove­

ment (pr imar i ly  that of the PCI) but by the newer g roups of the revol utionary left 
as wel l .  As an ideology based on socia l ism-and thus on a form of organ ized 

soc ia l  exp lo itation that is  a l l  the more r ig id  in its domination of working  l i fe­

trad it ional Marx ism cou ld not conta in  the forcefu l  energy and,  above a l l ,  the 
rad ical ism which the movement d isp layed. 

At this poi nt, the groups on the revo l ut ionary left itse l f  entered a critical period of 

their own, and their forms of organ izat ion,  from the bottom up, began to d ivest 
themselves of the i r  own trapp i ngs.  As a new rad ica l ism expressed itse l f  among 

the pro letariat, espec ia l l y  among the young,  these groups began an inexorable 
process of bureaucratization by which they became the smal l  appendages of the 
off ic ia l  reform-oriented Workers Movement. They part ic i pated i n  e lections,  d i stan­
c ing  themselves from tactics that cou ld not be reconci led with the old modes of 
making pol i cy. Th is  new process of rad ical izat ion in wh ich  Power itse l f  was 

brought under d iscussion,  was a l ready at work in the occupation of Mirafiori 

(F IAT) wh ich  took p lace in March and Apr i l of 1 973. It is u ndeniable that the only 
ones to take cog n izance of the cou rse of th is  transformation on both the 

theoretical  and pol it ical levels, were the m i l itants of Workers' Power. In fact,  the 
PO decided, in M ay of '73, to d i ssolve, d i f fus ing  itse l f  throughout the committees, 

col lectives and base structu res wh ich  constitute the extensive network of 
Autonomy. 

I I .  I t  was i n  1 973 that the PCI ,  gu ided by the lessons of the Ch i lean ex-
perience, worked out its so-ca l led pol icy of H i storical Comprom ise. The po l icy 
was based on the hypothesis that Italy cannot be governed except by an i nstitu­

t ional ized pol it ical  accord between Com m u n i sts and Chr ist ian Democrats. Th is  
pol it ical  "about-face" was a l ready imp l ied at  every point a long the I ta l ian road to 
soc ia l ism and represented less a rad ical  break with the trad it ion of Tog l i atti ' s  PC I 
than a log ical  devo lopment of it. Yet the conseq uense of the"about-face" was the 
fu rther exacerbat ion of the rupture between the off ic ia l  Workers' M ovement (PCI 
and U n ion) and the new g roups i n  the factories and large cit ies, who were organ iz­
ing at the g rou nd leve l ,  conso l idati ng  themselves and work ing  together for the 
soc ia l  and pol it ical  rea l ization of Autonomy. 

The d isputes between the PCI and the Movement toward Autonomy became i n­

creas ing ly  more v io lent dur ing  the fo l low ing  years, and i n  1 975 paricu lar ly ,  when 
Autonomy emerged as a true mass movement which u n ited young workers, the 



unemp loyed , students,  and others l iv ing on the marg i n s  of society. I n  Spr ing of 
1 975, Autonomy was put  to i ts f i rst test as comm ittee mem bers took on fascists 
and po l ice i n  a confron tat ion in Rome. The conf l i ct spread to M i lan,  where, i n  mid ­

Apr i l ,  a you ng fasc ist was k i l led ,  as we l l  as a member  of the "carab in ieri." 
Thousands of young workers, ma in ly from sma l l  factories, joined w i th  students 

and u nemp loyed youth and put  the i n ner c i ty u nder s iege, demonstrat ing  and 
r iot i ng. Other organ ized demonstrations occu rred i n  Bologna,  F lorence (where a 
man was k i l led by pol i ce), Tor ino, (where a worker at F IAT was k i l led by an armed 
g uard), and i n  Nap les. These were heated days, i n  wh ich  Autonomy had its f i rst 

experiences among the masses. 

The State recog n ized , at that point ,  its pr inc ipa l  enemy: Autonomy represented a 

new level of soc ia l  organ izat ion wh ich  no longer accepted the un ion as a 
med iat ing  agent,  no longer accepted the l i ne  of the PCI and its strategy of com­
p rom ise and acq u iescence. 

The State rep l ied to Autonomy's efforts dur ing  that week in the severest man ner:  

repression,  the legal izat ion of pol ice vio lence, and the  systemat ic use of arms in 
pu b l i c  confrontat ions. In May of 1 975, the Christ ian Democrats and their a l l ies in 

the government passed a Parliamentary act called the Reale La w  (Legge Reale). Its 

terms provide that po l ice can shoot any t ime pub l ic  order is felt to be th reatened. 

Fu rthermore, ja i l  sentences would be more severe for anyone fou nd in possess ion 
of defensive weapons, such as bott les,  molotov cockta i ls  or handkerch iefs, sk i  
masks and hel mets t hat cou ld mask faces i n  demonstrat ions. The law was ex­
p l ic i t ly  d i rected against  the youth fu l  proletariat who were organiz ing w i th in  the 

ranks of Autonomy. And i t  was s u pported by every party, w i th  the except ion of 
the PCI ,  wh ich  feebly absta ined from vot i ng. But  the Com m u n i sts wou l d  not op­
pose the law and thereby endanger their i ntended accord with the Chr ist ian 
Democrats. 

The day the law was passed marked the beg i n n i ng of the most v io lent and b loody 
phase of the c lass struggle i n  I ta ly. Demonstrators, or the  marg i nal  and del i n­
q uent  elements i n  genera l ,  began to be wounded or k i l led by pol ice f i rearms. 

C i t izens who did not come to a ha l t  at pol ice b lockades, chance passersby who 
found themselves i n  the press of a demonstrat ion-t hey too met the i r  deaths by 
v i rtue of a law "for the pub l ic  order. " 

The revo l ut ionary left and Autonomy had to pay the pr ice for the increased 
v io lence of the State and of the pol ice. The casualty l i st w i t h i n  the Movement is 
end less. It is  enough to ment ion here Pietro Bruno ( 1 8  years o ld ,  m i l i tant member 



1 54 

of " Lotta Conti nua ' ' ,  who d ied in the spr ing of '75); G iann ino Zi becch i  (anti fasc ist 

committee, k i l led i n  May 1 975); Mar io Salv i  (worker for Autonomy, 2 1  years o ld ,  
k i l led at  San Bas i l io ,  Rome,  duri ng a hous ing occu pation i n  October 1 976); 

Francesco Loruzzo (23, " Lotta Conti nua" ,  k i l led at Bologna,  March 1 1 ,  1 977); 
G iorg iana Masi  (k i l led i n  Rome, May 1 2, 1 977, a fem i n ist l i n ked to " Lotta Con­

t inua"). But these are only the most notable .  I t  is est imated that the v ict ims of the 
" Legge Rea le" n u m bered 1 50 i n  the per iod between May '75 and December '76. 

If we wish  to u nderstand the rise of "terror ism",  the formation of m i l itant 

organ izations, the cho ice of c landest ine armed warfare by an ever g row ing  
nu mber o f  proletar ian youth, then  we  cannot forget the  ro le p layed by  the " Legge 
Reale". Nor can we forget the ro le of that agg ravated and general v io lence 

perpetrated by the State from the moment Autonomy appeared i n  the factories 

and streets of the cou ntry, as a soc ia l ly  d i ffuse and po l it ica l ly  organ ized Move­
ment. 

We a lso need to remember the other s ide, the pol icy of the off ic ia l  Workers' Move­
ment (chief ly ,  the PCI) :  a pol icy that was f i rst of a l l  dependent on the decis ions of 

the Ch ristian Democrats, and subord i nate to the movement of repress ion .  In add i ­

t ion,  th is  pol icy sought to isolate the youthfu l  e lements of Autonomy, caus ing  a 
d iv is ion with i n  the work ing  class and the pro letar ian movement. The PCI became 
a sort of pol it ical  po l ice made u p  of enforcers, spies and stooges. 

In the fo l low ing  years, rather than being resolved throug h  the accord between the 

Com m u n i sts and the Ch rist ian Democrats, the i nstitut ional  cr is is i n  Italy assu med 
an increas ing ly d ramatic character. The i mposs i b i l ity of govern ing  the cou ntry 

was h i g h l i g hted . The bas ic  reason for the cr is is  was the growing d i stance bet­
ween representative pol it ical i nstitutions (part ies,  the Parl iament, and other struc­

tu res of part ic i pation) and a popu lation of hopeless young people.  Autonomy was 
at once a sym ptom and a cause of this d i stance. 

In the pol it ical e lections of 1 976 the PCI considerably increased its vot ing 
strength, pos ing  a th reat to Chr ist ian-Democratic power: the DC was no longer 

guaranteed a parl iamentary majority with its trad it ional  a l l ies (centrist part ies) 
without either the agreement or the neutra l ity of the Com m u n i sts. On the other 
hand,  Christ ian-Democract ic ru le  cou ld not be substantiated by a Leftist majority 
either, because the Left s imp ly  d id  not have the strength. Conv inced that it need­
ed to q u icken the pace of an a l l iance with the DC, the PCI began in 1 976, to press 

for the H i stor ical  Compromise. I t  s u pported the Chr ist ian-Democratic  govern ment 
without, however, enter ing i nto that government. The situat ion,  then, was paradox­
ica l :  wh i le  the masses had supported the PCI ,  bel iev ing this was the best way to 

promote a pol icy of rad ical  change, the pol icy of the H istorical Com p rom ise end­
ed u p  bolster ing the totter ing forces of the DC. 

In terms of I ta l ian  society at large, this meant that workers had to pay for the 
econom ic cr is is (wh i c h  cont in ued to g row worse between 1 973 and 1 976, as a 

resu lt of the o i l  cr is is) .  The PCI and the u n ions exp l i c it ly assumed the task of for­
c ing  the work ing  c lass to accept a pol icy of sacri f ice, consumer restr ictions,  and 
reduced pub l i c  spend ing .  In the autu mn of 1 976, a few months after the elect ions,  
the And reotti government i nst igated an economic offens ive against workers' 
salaries, i ncreas ing  the prices of the most essent ia l  goods-gasol ine ,  bread , 

pasta, and serv ices. The PCI and the u n ions were used i n  order to del iver th is  

b low.  Workers i n  the large industr ial  centers of the North reacted i n  a wave of  
fu r ious protests, launched autonomously and agai nst the  w i l l  and i ntent ions of  

the  u n ions:  at  A l fa-Romeo, at  F IAT, at  ITALI S I DER,  and e lsewhere, they waged in ­
dependent str i kes. But the "crunch" passed: l iv ing  condit ions worsened notably 
for workers; their faith i n  the u n ions col lapsed . And f rom that t ime, reject ion of 
the forms and d i rect ions of u n ion organ izat ion increased. What is  more, the pol icy 
of "sacr i f ice" which cut consumption and p u b l i c  spend ing  and promoted worker 
lay-offs, rebou nded back on those who were employed . I t  prod uced a constantly 
g rowing unemployment rate, wh ich  at the beg i n n ing  of 1 977 reached an u n­
precedented f i g u re ( 1 , 700,000 off ic ia l ly ;  i n  rea l ity more than 2 m i l l ion).  



T H E  ORI G I NALITY 

O F  AUTONOMY 
I l l .  F ina l ly  we arrive at 1 977. The poi nt of arr iva l ,  i n  many respects, of ten 
years of class strugg le .  The point of arrival for the student strugg le  beg u n  in '68, 
for the workers' strugg le  of '69. It  is  the moment at wh ich  a l l  the f u ndamental 
contrad ictions accumu late and exp lode, provoking  a profound crisis for State con­
trol over society, for party and u n ion  control over the masses of youth. But at the 
same ti me, the revolut ionary movement prod uced its most mature form of exp res­

s ion ,  in wh ich  a f u l ly art icu lated need is expressed for a com m u n ism that is  the 
d i rect trans lat ion of proletar ian society, without any necess ity for external  or 
ideological  organ izat ion.  The M ovement of '77 represents, i n  al l  its aspects­

soc ia l ,  po l it ical  and cu ltu ral-the moment of c u l m i nation in the ascend ing phase 

of the c lass strugg le  i n  Italy.  But for the very reason that it i s  fraught with con­

trad ict ions, and for the very reason that it poses with u n relent ing u rgency the 
q uestion of the trans it ion to comm u n ism,  the year 1 977 is ,  for everyone, a 

def i n itive test. I ta l ian soc iety has been tested by ten years of u n i nterru pted soc ia l  
conf l i ct. The masses are d i s i l l us ioned and t i red of  the po l it ics of the off ic ia l  
Workers' Movement, of reforms and of compromise. Now they await a rad ica l l y  

new perspective that w i l l  abandon and  su rpass the  o ld categories o f  po l it ica l  i n­
stitut ions,  a perspective that w i l l  at the same t ime prod uce a workable program 

for s u persed ing  capita l ism.  Such a prog ram wou ld have to be i n novative com­
pared with the Soviet type of socia l ist experience, w h i c h  is  authoritar ian,  
bureaucratic ,  and based on a new socia l ized form of labor explo itat ion .  The in·  

novation is  awaited everywhere, but the hopef u l  expectat ion can eas i l y  turn i nto 
passiv ity and d i s i l l us ion ment if s igns of someth ing  new do not emerge. 

The M ovement of '77 gathers together the new proletar ian strata: young p ro­
letar ians in the b ig  c it ies who refuse to devote their  whole l ives to salaried labor, 
who refuse any kind of work at a l l .  The u nemp loyed who issue from the schools 

or  u n ivers ities as possessors of a h i g h  level of tec h n ical -scient i f ic  knowledge, are 
compel led to waste the i r  prod u ctive potent ia l ,  or not use it at a l l .  The forms of 
soc ia l  behavior, of cu ltural identity that these strata produce isolate them from 

the pol it ical trad it ion;  rather than speak of marg ina l  l i v i ng  (emarginazione), we 
can ta l k  at this point of self-d i rected marg i na l  l iv ing .  The cu ltural revol ut ion of 
1 968, wh ich  u pset forms of behavior, va l ues, h u man re lat ions h i ps,  sexual  relat ion­
s h i ps ,  the re lat ionsh i p  to cou ntry and to the home, has ended by creat ing a soc ia l  
stratum that is  reca lc itrant before the notions of salaried work, f ixed residence, 

and f ixed pos it ion of work.  

Moreover, the enormous tec h n i cal-scient i f ic  and inte l lectua l  potential  that the 

education of the masses has p roduced - a  potential  wh ich  fermented on contact 

with the process of mass sel f-education that the revo l ut ionary movement has 
represented for 10 years-al l  this renders even more insu pportab le that contrad ic· 
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l ion of capita l ism,  accord ing  to wh ich ,  as technological  and scient i f ic  capacit ies 
i ncrease, i ntel lectua l  and creative energ ies are wasted, w h i le the poss i b i l it ies for 
innovations i n  prod uction are suppressed so that the ex ist ing  labor organ izat ion 
and the organ izat ion of knowledge crucia l  to labor's function ing  are not d i stu rb­

ed. Cu ltural  transformation,  mass creativ ity, and refusal  of work are the domi nant 
themes of the Movement of '77. But on ly  with d i f f icu lty cou ld the Movement suc­

ceed in organ iz ing a l l  that potential  constituted by the i nte l l ectua l  energy, 

,echn ica l-sc ienti f ic  expertise and innovative energy that the young-pro letar ian 

strata possess. The enormous r ich ness that the Movement of '77 expresses cou ld 

not succeed i n  f i n d i n g  a formal  program and positive organ izat ion .  This i s  
because of  capita l i st repress ion ,  but  a lso  because of  the  inab i l ity of the  revo lu ­

t ionary movement to adj ust with  rap id ity i ts  i nterpretive categories and i ts  prac­
tices to the rea l ity of a mature, post-socia l i st p ro letariat. 

All d u ri ng  1 976, new forms of organ izat ions-connected with Autonomy, but 

related to all aspects of col lective l i fe and cu l tural  identity-were being estab l ish­
ed . The rejection of the fami ly  and of i n d iv idua l i sm had found a form of organ iza­
tion in the experience of proletar ian youth assoc iat ions.  These assoc iat ions were 
com mu nes set up by squatters in certa i n  neig h borhoods of big cit ies;  young pro­

letar ians thus organ ized territoria l ly and experi mented with forms of col lective­
l i fe- i n-transformat ion .  

The storm that the fem i n ist movement provoked i n  ma le-female re lat ions and the 
su bseq uent explos ion of homosexual  col lectives thus found a terr itory i n  wh ich  to 

consol idate, in wh ich  to transform the customs of l i v ing ,  s leep ing ,  eat ing ,  smok­
ing .  In the same period, the movement for f ree rad io spread widely .  In every c ity, 
ne igh borhood and v i l lage the young proletar ians,  together with students and com­
m u n icat ions workers, used the occas ion of a leg is lative vac u u m  (the resu lt of 
wh ich  was that the State monopoly on i nformat ion lapsed and was not rep laced 
by any other sort of reg u l ation) to g ive l i fe to a network of smal l  "w i ldcat" sta­
t ions.  The rad io stat ions were operated with l uck  and very l itt le money, but they 
cou ld cover a territor ia l  space adeq uate for the organ izat ional  forms and com­
m u n ication needs of the emerg ing  proletar ian strata. This was a tru ly revo lu ­

t ionary fact: w ith f ree rad io it was poss ib le  to  comm u n i cate rap id ly  the dec is ions 
and appoi ntments of revo l ut ionary organ izat ions or base organ izat ions.  Through 
th is  channel  c i rcu lated an u n i nterru pted f lood of music and words,  a f lood of 
transformations on the symbol ic ,  perceptive and imag inative p lanes. This f lood 
entered every house, and anyone cou ld i ntervene  in the f low , te lephon ing ,  i nter­
rupt ing ,  add ing ,  correct ing .  The des ign ,  the d ream of the artistic avant-garde-to 

bridge the separat ion between artistic com m u n ication and revol ut ionary transfor­
mation or su bversive practice- became i n  th is  experience a rea l ity. The br ief ,  hap­
py experience of Rad io A l ice-which  from February 1 976 to March 1 977 transm it­

ted from Bologna-remains the symbol of th is  period, of that u nforgettab le  year 
of experi mentat ion and accumu lation of i nte l l ectua l ,  organ izationa l ,  pol it ical ,  and 
creative energ ies. 

The year 1 976 i s  a lso the year of the g reat concert-festivals of proletar ian youth: a 
last wave of pop mus ic ,  wh ich  arrived i n  Italy f i ve or s ix years later than i n  the 

U.S .  or Great Brita i n ,  but which fou nd here an extremely fert i le  cu ltural  terra in .  
The sweet sound of pop i mmed iately combi ned w ith  a certa i n  d i mension of mass 
cu ltural transformat ion .  It  became the constituent e lement i n  a v is ion of the 
"soft" cu ltural and soc ia l  revo lut ion.  

The harshness of organ izat ional  l i fe i n  the Workers' Autonomy was u n ited and 
merged with the sweet experiences of cu ltural  transformation and the easy f low 
of i n format ion .  Lambro Park, 1 976, in M i lano:  1 8,000 proletar ian youths performed 

a g igantic sun dance, the l i kes of wh ich  had never been seen before-then foug ht 
with pol ice for several hours .  

The autu mn of 1 976 saw an explosion i n  the movement toward "autonomous 
pr ice-sett ing"  (autoreduzione). Tens of thousands of young people ,  organ ized in  
assoc iations of proletar ian youth ,  came i n  from the suburbs of M i lano,  Rome and 



Bologna, laid s iege to the c ity centers, conf iscated merchand ise f rom luxury 
shops,  "autonomously red uced " the pr ices of movies, theaters and restau rants 
(that is ,  they paid what their pol i t ics req u i red -a t h i rd or a fourth of the usual 
pr ice). But  the f i nal test of the movement toward "autonomous pr ice-set t ing"  was 

a violent clash ,  a foreru n ner of the violence that would explode in 1 977: the battle 

of La Scala, on December 7, 1 976. 

La Scala is  the bou rgeois theater of M ilano. Decem ber 7 marks the inaugurat ion 

of the new season ,  the "open i n g  n i g ht" gala. But  young M ilanese proletar ians 
said that they would not perm i t  the M ilan bou rgeois to stage th is yearly provoca­

t ion w i th  its pomp, f inery and 80,000-l i re t ickets. They declared war on the M ilan 
bourgeois and the i r  fest ival. The government accepted the challenge, and 

thousands of pol ice i n  battle formation defended La Scala. Hours and hours of 
conflict, 300 i mprisoned, dozens arrested , 7 g ravely wounded.  The you th  move­
ment reflected for a month on th is  battle and on its catastroph ic  outcome. But  

only i n  order to be better prepared the next  t i me. 

The next t ime was i n  February of 1 977. 

The struggles that exploded in 1 977 were com pletely out  of proport ion to what oc­
casioned them: t hey began w i th  a small un iversity campaign against a Chr ist ian­
Democrat ic  " reform " .  On February 3, the fasc ists wounded a student i n  Rome, 
and the  u n ivers ity was su bseq uently occu p ied.  F i rst i n  Rome, Palermo, and 
Naples, then i n  Florence and Torino, f i nally i n  Bolog na.  The occu pation of the 

u n ivers i t ies was a pretext: the academic i nst i tut ions were occu p ied not only by 
students,  but by young workers who worked in small factories, and had no other 

possi bil i ty for organ izat ion and concerted act ion .  Then there were the 
u nemployed , those who l ived i n  the c i ty outsk irts,  the  j uven ile del inq uents,  the 
d i senfranch ised . . .  U n ivers ity com mun i t ies became general quarters for a wave of 
social  struggle that had as a f u ndamental theme the refusal of the capitalist 

organ izat ion of work, the reject ion of that system wh ich  generates exploitat ion 
and u nemployment as the two poles of socialized work. "All work for less [t ime]" 
became the watchword for t h i s  wave of struggle of young proletar ians-a gro u p  

heterogeneous from the p o i n t  of view of prod uct iv i ty ,  but  homogeneous from t h e  
p o i n t  of v iew o f  cult u re. "All work f o r  less" is  a watchword wh ich  h a s  not h i ng t o  
do w i th  q uest ions s u c h  a s  "the r i g h t  t o  a j o b " ,  or the r ight  to a full- t ime pos i t ion .  
Work i s  necessary ev il-or at least remains  so for a h i storical period t hat we w ish  
eventually to su rpass and ext i n g u i s h  w i th  collect ive force. What  we want  is  to ap­
ply, totally and coherently, the energ ies and the potent ial that exist for a soc ializ­
ed i ntell igence, for a general in tellect. We want to make possi ble a general red uc-
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t ion in work ing  t i me and we want to transform the organ izat ion of work i n  such a 
way that an autonomous organization of sectors of prod uct ive exper imental 
organ izat ion may become possi ble. These sectors would g ive rise to experimental 
forms of prod uct ion in wh ich  the object of worker cooperat ion would not be prof i t ,  
but  the red uct ion of necessary work,  the i n tell igent applicat ion of techn ical and 

scient i f ic  knowledge, and i n novat ion .  

Th is  prog ram actually ex isted among the young  proletar ian soc ial st rata that i n  

February 1 977 f illed t h e  c i t ies w i t h  t h e i r  demonstrat ions.  

The cultu ral transformat ion and the reject ion of preva ili ng values that the cultu ral 
experience of '76 (rad io stat ions,  associat ions,  jou rnals, "grass roots poetry") had 
accu mulated , ex ploded with a wave of ant i - inst i tut ional creat iv ity .  The cr i t ique of 

power is  the cr i t ique of the lang uage of power. On the 1 7th  of February,  the cr i t i ­

que of power, the cr i t ique of representat ive inst i tu t ions, and the cri t i que  of i nst i tu­
t ional language were u n i ted i n  a u n ique act ion .  7000 young proletar ians who (a 

fact  without  precedent i n  the Movement's h i story i n  I taly) ex pelled , w i th  u ncon­
trollable rage and f u ry ,  the most i mportant f i g u re among I talian labor leaders, Lu­

ciano Lama, secretary of CG I L  and ex ponent of PCI ,  from a lectu re hall at the 
Un ivers ity of Rome, where he was deliver ing a pol icy statement .  The PCI accused 

the young proletar ians of being "enem ies of the work ing class" and tr ied to d iv ide 
them f rom factory workers. But  th is move d id  not succeed; no factory s u pported 

the great u n ion leader. I nstead , the young workers of the Nort hern factories ex­
pressed sympathy for the you ng proletar ians of Rome who had expelled Lama. 
The split between the PCI and the Movement reached i ts apex at th is period, and 
w ill l i kely never be repa i red. On the 1 7t h  of February a mass sector of the I talian 

proletariat was l i berated with violence from socialist trad it ions,  both Stali n ist  and 
reformist .  The autonomy of the movement had been assu red , i n  the con­
sciou sness and i n  the  organ izat ion of ever-g rowing  strata. And the stage was be· 

ing  set for the insu rrect ion of March.  

March of 1 977 was the  moment of greatest i ntensity i n  the explos ion of the strug­
gle for autonomy. The social strata that were mobil ized i n  th is month were the 
you ng unem ployed in tellectuals, together w i th  "off-the-books labor and seasonal 
workers '-t hat is, all sectors of i rreg ular or marg i nal workers. At the same t i me, 
March was the moment of the greatest tension and d istance between the new 
movement for autonomy and the Com m u n ist Party. The act of expell ing  Lama 
from the Un ivers i ty of Rome establ ished a precedent from wh ich  the people at the 

Un ivers ity of Bolog na proceeded in  the days of March .  The occ u pat ion of the en­
t i re u n ivers ity zone by h uge n u m bers of young proletar ians com ing  from every 

area was t ransformed i nto a true insu rrect ion when on March 2, a youth was killed 
by police. But  Bologna is also the c i ty in wh ich  the PCI has always been strong; 
the local govern ment is  a left ist  coal i t ion and bosses and organ izat ions of the 
Workers' M ovement collaborate to ensure soc ial peace. The exploitat ion of young 

workers i n  Bologna i s  controlled by a network of l i ttle bosses and bu reaucrats, 
often l inked with the Comm u n ist Party. In br ief :  Bolog na is  the c ity of the realized 

H istorical Com promise. And for that reason (as well as for the reasons of the 
Movements'  ext raord inary creat ive vi tality) the Bologna experience marked a mo­
ment of absolutely cent ral pol i t ical i m portance. 

The ext raord inary v iolence of the days i n  March, the mass follow ing attracted by 
the Movement,  and the rad ical natu re of i ts object ives created a crisis for the 

c ity's H istorical Comprom ise by offeri ng evidence of the government 's inab il ity to 
fu nct ion as an i nstrument of control over vast proletarian sectors. 

For ten days, two large c i t ies (Bolog na and Rome) were in the hands of the Move­
men t - i n  very v iolent confl ict in Rome on March 7; on the 2nd and the 1 2t h  of 

March i n  Bolog na.  O n the 1 2th ,  Rome was the theater for a s ix-hour battle in 

wh ich  tens of thousands of youths were engaged, wh ile 1 00,000 f iled by i n  
demonstrat ions.  A n d  then i n  t h e  following  days a t  Bolog na t h e  Movement i nvaded 

the c i ty .  The I talian  bou rgeois ie  recog n ized at t h i s  t ime the serious danger t hat i ts 
des ign  for inst i tu t ional order faced,  and saw that the PCl's abil i ty to g uarantee 



order had been u ndermined.  Consequent ly, the PCI lost cred ibi l ity bot h as the 
govern ing  party, and because i t  had let contro l  of so vast a movement s l i p  away 
f rom i t. The State was forced to resort to brutal  rep ression:  hundreds of arrests i n  
Bologna,  and  then  the un leas h i n g  of a campaign o f  repression a l l  over I ta ly  that 
st ruck most heav i ly at g roups that worked on the cu l t u ra l  level :  rad ios, jou rna ls ,  
publ i sh ing  houses, and bookstores were closed and searched. 

But the Movement was not broken:  in M i lano,  Tur in ,  and then once more in Rome 

the mass demonstrat ions cont i n ued. The summer  began w i th  a violent 
polem ic- insp i red by an appeal lau nched by French i nte l lectua ls  aga inst the 

repress ion-on the repressive nat u re of the H i storica l Com p romise as an i nst i tu ­
t iona l  des ign  for the e l i m i nat ion of all d i ssent .  

A l so at t hat t i me, there began i n  I ta ly (and here the M ovement was beh ind  the 
t i mes) a cr i t ical analysis of social ism of the Sta l i n ist type (of  wh ich,  i n  the last 

analys is ,  the PCI is  only a var iant) .  On the strength of theoretical ref lect ions 
developed i n  France by t hose such as Foucau l t ,  Deleuze, and Guattar i  (a  more 
cr i t ica l  and doubtful recept ion was g iven to the Nouveaux Ph i losophes, who were 
too removed from any concrete experience wi th  the cr i t i que  of inst i tut ions and 
with class strugg le), and a new front was opened i n  the struggle against the 
State. Thus new forms of tota l i tar ian ism were seen develop ing  as the h istor ical 

left was assi m i lated by the apparatus  of power.  And so the cr it ique of the inst i tu ­
t ionalized Workers' Movement acq u i red a new connotat ion :  accord ing  to the PCI ,  

all the  years after '68 had been marked b y  ga ins  f o r  social democratic a n d  refor­
m ist causes. But  now one began to d iscover that soc ia l  democracy, even though 
i n t rod uci ng new elements i nto the com m u nist  worker movement trad i t ion of the 

T h i rd I nternat iona l ,  was not necessar i ly i n  cont rad ict ion w i th  tota l i tar ian,  v io lent  
and Sta l i n ist t rends.  In  fact, the  two aspects were m ixed i n  the PCI ,  wh ich had 

become a component of bou rgeois ie democracy by abandon ing  every type of  
v iolence against  the exist i n g  order  and at the same t i me a v io lent  force of  
total i tar ian ism against  the revo l u t ionary movement.  

Conf ronted wi th  the wave of repression that followed the events of March,  and 
m i nd f ul of the d iscussion that had deve loped on the nat u re of the State after t he 
H i stor ical Com promise, the Bolog na movement set forth a proposa l for a Conven­
t ion to be held at the end of September. At the Convent ion ,  all com ponents of the 

M ovement i n  I ta ly could come together, along with all the Eu ropean i n tel lectua ls  
or pol i t ical g roups that  were i n terested i n  the  I talian revolut ion as a forerunner  o f  
t h i n g s  to come. The September Convent ion was the g reat opportun i ty - m i ssed , 
however-for the Movement to overcome i ts pu rely negat ive, destruct ive connota­

t ions ,  and formulate a prog rammatic pos i t ion for the autonomous organ izat ion of 
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a rea l society aga inst  the  State, an autonomous organ izat ion  of soc i a l ,  i n te l lec­
tua l ,  and prod uct ive energ i es that m i g ht make poss i b le a p rog ressive l i berat ion of  
l ives f rom sa lar ied work .  U nfortunately ,  the Convent ion  tu rned i nto a reu n i o n  
aga inst  repress ion ,  and t h i s  g reat ly red uced t h e  theoret ica l  i m portance and t h e  
poss i b i l i t ies of t h i s  per iod .  Nonethe less, 70,000 peop le were p resent at the  con­
vent ion  and the attent ion  of the whole I ta l i an  p ro letar iat (as we l l  as that  of vast 
n u m bers of i n te l lectua ls  al l  over Eu rope) was d i rected toward the Convent ion .  But 
the gather i ng  conc luded wi thout  p rod u c i n g  any d i rect ion  for  the  fu tu re, any new 
prog ram, and w i thout  advanc i n g  the  Movement .  I n stead i t  was rest r icted to hear­
i n g  ta les of rep ress ion  and then def i n i ng ,  i n  negat ive terms, i ts  react ion .  A long  
phase of cr is is  had beg u n  for the Movement ,  a cr is is  that i nvolved d ispers ion ,  
d i sorgan izat ion  and  above a l l ,  the lack  of p ros pects. 

IV .  Up  to t h i s  po in t ,  we have completely i g nored the  problem - abso l u te ly  centra l  
to the ana lys is  of c lass strugg le  i n  I ta ly  - of terror ism.  Armed stru g g l e  was a 
form of ag i tat ion  t hat g rew ever larger after a certa i n  po in t ,  and f i n a l l y  became 
preponderant in September 1977. The problem of terror ism p robably cannot be 
d issociated from the who le  comp lex of exper iences connected w i th  the M ove­
ment 's  organ izat ion  in factories and in society.  

On the other hand i t  is  a lso true that the e n t i re rap id  analysis we have made of 
the most s i g n i f icant  moments of the c lass st rugg le  i n  t h i s  decade remai n s  i n­
comp lete and s potty.  We have neg lected, on p u rpose, an ana lys is  of the  re lat ion­
sh ip  between the m ass movement and c landest i ne organ izat ions  or  armed ac­
t ions .  The reason for t h i s  om iss ion is  that we wou ld l i ke, w i t h i n  the framework of 
our necessar i l y  s i m p l i f i ed " h istory",  to v iew the experiences of the  armed strugg le  
as a symptomat ic  fact ,  as a symptom of the  problems not resolved by the  mass 

movement .  

Th is  i s  certa i n ly a va l i d  enough v iewpo in t  today.  In  recent  years ,  the armed strug­
g l e  has more and m ore assu med a "terror ist"  con notat ion ;  no longer  w i t h i n  the 
mass movement ,  i t  has comp letely rep laced t h e  M ovement and occ u p ies a l l  the  
ava i lab le  space. 

The f i rst and most i m portant armed organ izat ion  in Italy - the Red Br igades -
was born out  of the  workers' strugg le  i n  the f i rst years of the ?O's .  The m i l i tants 
of the Red Br igades come from the large factor ies i n  M i la n ,  Tur in ,  and Genoa. The 
f i rst armed act ions ( the k idnapp ing  of managers of factor ies,  together wi th  acts 
of sabotage) were l i n ked to the workers' s t ru g g l e  against  the factory h ierarchy. 
But  after these f i rst  act ions (1971, 1972), the Red Br igades evolved rap i d l y  toward 
a strategy of f ronta l ,  " po l i t i ca l"  - i n  the worst ,  most abst ract sense of the  term 
-oppos i t ion  to the  State.  From this point t h ey began to behave l i ke an  actua l  
party, whose act ions  and object ives are  ne i ther  related to,  nor dependent  o n ,  the  
t i mes and o n  the  forms of the mass st rugg le .  I n  t h i s  new p hase the Br igades 
reached a cr i t ica l  po i n t ,  at w h i c h  the extreme " M L" (Marx i st-Le n i n ist  in the  most 
dogmatic and avant-garde sense) types of t h i n k i n g  p reva i led in the f i g h t i n g  
organ izat ion .  M o reover, the t heoret ical -po l i t i ca l  grou n d i n g  of the  m i l i tants  i n  t h e  
Br igades i s  d is t i nct ly  Sta l i n ist .  Part of  t h e i r  backg round ,  espec i a l ly the i r  soc ia l  
context ( the  factor ies) comes f rom the " hard "  Sta l i n ist base of the Com m u n ist  
Party .  The soc ia l  contexts of the  Br igades - even more than the i r  se lect ion  of a 
c landest ine modus operandi - set them apart  from others even as ear ly as 1974; 
by 1977, the d i fferences between the evo lv i n g  M ovement for Autonomy and the  
Br igades had become even g reater. 

The h i g hest po in t  in the career of the Red Br i gades was the k idnap p i n g  and 
m u rder of A ldo M o ro,  P res ident  of the DC.  These events took p l ace at a t i me 
when the Movement  fou nd i tse l f  i n  a state of c r is is  and i m mobi l izat ion ,  la rge ly  
because of the "fa i l u re" of the September Convent ion .  I t  was p recise ly the  i m­
mob i l izat ion  i n d u ced by the Convent ion  that  led ever larger sectors of  the  M ove­
ment ,  espec i a l ly those harassed by repressive measu res, to choose a c landest i ne  
l i fe. Many o ther  f i gh t i ng  organ izat ions sma l le r  than the Red  Br igades were form­
ed. These sma l le r  organ izat ions had object ives that were c losely l i n ked to soc ia l  



stru g g l es (acts of sabotage, b u r n i n g  of emp loyment off ices), w h i l e  the act ions of 
the Red Br igades had an effect a lmost exc lus ively po l i t i ca l ,  d i rected as t hey were 
at the  DC or at the headquarters of the major i ty  party. 

The q uest ion  of the "armed st rugg le"  gave b i rt h  i n  these years to a nu mber of 
du b ious theses, whether w i th i n  the Movement,  in the press, o r  in p ropaganda 
emi tted by the  forces of the  reg ime. Terror ism came to be considered a d i rect ex­
p ress ion of the forms of st ru g g l e  of the Movement .  The M ovement  has certa i n l y  
exp ressed and pract iced forms of v io lent  strugg le,  w h e n  v io lence represented a 
necessary means for the defense of organ izat iona l  levels (tak ing  to the  streets ,  
occupy ing  b u i l d i ngs,  p i cket i ng) ,  but  i t  has a lways refused to see the m i l i tary 
organ izat ion as an autonomous po l i t ica l  body, or as an " armed party . "  The 
strength  of the  Red Br igades i s  thus d i rect ly proport iona l  to the weakness of the 
M ovement .  And so, as the repress ion  of the reg ime we i g h s  more heav i l y  on  the 
Movement ,  the power of the  armed organ izat ion i nc reases. On  the other hand ,  we 
must  a lso recog n ize that ,  beg i n n i n g  i n  the Spr ing  of '77 ,  when the strength  of the  
mass movement brou ght  about a cr is is  for i nst i tut iona l  eq u i l i b r i u m  and the 
H istor ical  Comprom ise, the  State undertook to reconstruct  i ts stab i l i ty and i n ­
s t i tu t iona l  eq u i l i br i um on the bas is  of the  oppos i t ion  to terror ism.  The  po l i cy of 
" nat iona l  u n i ty" - amou n t i n g  to a re i n forcement  of the Ch r ist ian-Democrat ic  
government  (a lways a f rag i l e  major i ty) w i th  u ncr i t ica l  s u p port f rom the  PC I  - was 
adopted as an  emergency measure in the face of the Red Br igades' assau l t .  And  
on  the  same day  that  Moro was k idnapped the PC I  dec ided  to support a DC 
government  that was complete ly u nacceptable .  For t h i s  st rategy the PCI pa id ,  w i th  

i ts e lectoral losses i n  J u ne,  1 979. But t h i s  i s  of l i t t le  i n terest. What  is  i n te rest i n g  
i s  that terror ism created a s i tuat ion  o f  c r is is  f o r  t h e  revo l u t ionary movement ,  o r  
rat her  i nserted i tse l f  i n to a p re-ex ist i n g  cr is is  of the Movement .  And t h u s  i nsert i n g  
i tse l f ,  i t  accentuated and consol idated the cr is is ,  rei nforc i n g  the repress ion  from 
the  one s ide and ,  on  the  other  s ide,  rest r ict i n g  the revo lu t ionary p rocess to a 
pathway wi thout  egress, w i thout  a l ternat ive routes. 

Th is  said, then ,  we have to recogn ize that the extens ion  of the armed stru g g l e  
and the  g reat i mpact of armed terrorist act ion  ( t o  be d i fferent iated f r o m  a pract ice 
of mass v io lence just i f ied by the  needs of t he p ro letar iat) a re d i rect ly l i n ked to 
that cr is is i n  the Movement w h i c h  evolved after '77. We can say that  armed ter­
ror ist act ion  i s  a symptom of the  revo lu t ionary movement 's  inab i l ity to pu t  a p ro­
g ram i nto effect, as we l l  as a sym ptom of the M ovement 's  cu l tu ra l  i m pover ish­
ment .  

After  '77 ,  and espec i a l ly after  the  Moro affa i r, sectors of  Autonomy began to 
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rea l ize a l l  t h is .  And here our  study must  become more com p lex, if we w ish  to 
comprehend the most recent per iod of I ta l ian  h i story, that is ,  the  events of Apr i l  7, 

1979. 

I n  '77 the pos i t ions  taken by the M ovement on the  armed st rugg le  were i m p recise.  
The en t i re M ovement had r igh t ly  refused to condemn (as the bourgeois reg i me 
and i ts part ies req u ested) mass v io lence. The M arch i nsu rrect ion  had been a v i r­
tua l  exp los ion i nvo l v i n g  tens of thousands of p ro letar ians and you n g  people ,  and 
that level  of v io lence was an i nevi tab le stage w h i c h  gave to the M ovement the 
maneuver ing  room a lways den ied i t  by the i ns t i tu t ions .  But  on  the  s u bject of ter­
rorist act ion the debate was a lways more confused. All the components of the 
Movement recog n ized t h e  proletar ian and revo l u t ionary or ig i ns of the  f i g h t i n g  for­
mat ions (a few id iots actua l l y  soug h t  to exco m m u n i cate the armed format ions,  or  
to declare them agents of fore ign  secret serv ices o r  of react ionary g rou ps-but  
everyone knows that the  m i l i tants i n  t hese format ions a re  com rades who come 
out  of agitat ion i n  factor ies or  in the  s l u ms ,  out of exper iences we al l  had in 
t hose years). So the  problem was put  in terms of " leg i t i mat izat ion . "  

Wi th i n  the Movement ,  t here are two op in ions o n  t h i s  q uest ion  of " leg i t i macy".  
One fact ion  cons iders a rmed c landest i n e  act ion  as a s i m p l e  "extens ion"  of mass 
v io lence, an "extens ion"  of proletar ian rest iveness at the legal  l i m i ts  i m posed by 
capi ta l i sm.  But others demur, c l a i m i n g  that t h i s  out look u nderest i mates (in the  
name of spontaneous sympathy) the ractical  cont rad ict ion between autonomous 
behavio r  on  the part of p roletar ian strata (who are the bearers of a potent ia l  for 
l i berat ion) and the Stal i n ist po l i t ics ,  or even State- l i ke behavior ,  of the  B .R .  

Pos i t ions  on  the leg i t i macy of terror ism d i ffer w i th in  the var ious components of  
the Movement .  The Bo logna movement ( the  so-ca l led "creat ive w i ng" )  recog n ized 
wi thout  hes i tat ion t h e  contrad ict ion between terror ism and the mass movement .  
The comm i ttees of Autonomous Workers (Autonomia Operaia) at Rome (the 
"Volsc i ") forcef u l ly c r i t i c ized the pol i t ics of t h e  Red Br igades, w h i le other  groups 
ma in ta i ned more problemat ic pos i t ion  i n  order to avoid l u m p i n g  together ter­
ror ism and the  most rad ica l  pract ices of t h e  M ovement .  But  w h i l e  the  
" ideolog ica l " d i scuss ion  of terror ism cont i n ued ,  peop le  lost  s igh t  of  terror ism as  
spectacle,  of i ts  capacity to occ u py p rogressively more space on  the stage-set of  
c lass strugg le .  And when  t h i s  aspect of terror ism was considered (after t h e  Moro 
k idnapp i ng) a new operat ion  began :  one d i d  not  attempt to condemn or exorcise 
terror ism (as the g reat bourgeois journa l ists d i d ,  and beh i n d  t hem the l i t t l e  jou r­
na l ists of Lotta Con tinua), nor even to s u p port it i n  order to ga in  somet h i n g  f rom 
i t .  I n stead , one sought  to su persede i t .  Su persed i n g  terror ism became the true 
problem for the  revo l u t ionary movement .  G iven t h at combat format ions 
represented a p rod uct  of a fact ion wh ich  the M ovement had not  been ab le  to 
su persede, i t  was necessary to supersede th is fact ion and i ts  terroris t ic  
man i festat ions .  I t  was necessary to engage onese l f  i n  t h i s  effort. We can say t h at 
the i nte l lectua l  and  m i l i tant  seg ments of Autonomy were concerned after the 
death  of Moro w i th  f i n d i n g  methods of supersed i n g  terror ism.  Su persed i n g  ter­
ror ism did not mean becoming  involved in the N az i  exterm i nation that the su per­
po l icemen ( l i ke General  Da l la  Ch iesa, p len i potent ia ry of the ant i -terror ists) t r ied to 
effect w i th  d ragnets ,  w i t h  i n d iscr i m i nate a rrests ,  w i th  corru pt ion and stool 
p igeons, w i th  torture and i nternment camps.  I n stead, s u persed i n g  terrori s m  meant 
c reat i n g  a foundat ion for pac i f i cat ion and for the  reconstruct ion of cond i t ions 
needed for the c lass st rugg le.  To pac i fy obvious ly  meant to remove the  obstac le 
const i tu ted by the  more than  one t housand pol i t ica l  pr isoners.  L iberat ion ,  then ,  of 
the pol i t ica l  deta i n ees,  a long w i th  am nesty, e l i m i nat ion of the  camps,  and 
d i s missal  of Dal la  C h iesa. A l l  t hese a re object ives of pac i f icat ion or ig i nat i ng  
w i t h i n  the M ovement ,  object ives tha t  the pol i t i ca l  p lan ners of  Autonomy want  to 
make in to  the  a ims  of a mass i n i t iat ive capable of sett i ng  up the cond i t ions for a 
res u m pt ion  of the c lass strugg le  i n  a strateg ica l ly  autonomous form, no longer 
determi ned by the  d i f f i cu l t  stra i ts  of a c iv i l  war.  

But  suddenly ,  just when the  poss i b i l i ty of su persed i ng terror ism began to be 
perceived and bega n  to  mat u re, State repress ion  i ntervened with al l  the  power 
that i t  cou l d  put i nto  the f ie ld .  We have reached the events of Apr i l  7. 
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The des i re of the State to e l i m i nate every attem pt at supersed i n g  terror ism 
became yet  c learer when the  ed i tors of Metropo/i were a rrested and the  p u b l i ca­
t ion s u p pressed. Metropoli in fact is a journal  devoted spec i f i ca l l y  to the goa l  of 
su rpass i ng terror ism and reconstruct i n g  autonomous con d i t ions for the  c lass 
st rugg le .  

For  q u i te some t ime  to come, the  revo lu t ionary movement  w i l l  have to deal  w i th  
t he act ions taken by the  State  on Apr i l  7.  Even beyond t h e  q uestion of l i berat i n g  
the  comrades w ho were arrested, some f u ndamenta l  doubts have been raised,  
and the poss i b i l i ty  of making a t rans i t ion to a new epoch i n  the p rocess of l i bera­
t ion f rom cap i ta l ist  dom i nat ion has been jeopard ized in a d ramat ic  way. 

To d ivest onese l f  of these last ten years and at the same t ime  to u n cover the con­
t i n u i ty  i n herent in the p rocess of l i berat ion - t h ese a re two a pparent ly  cont rad ic­
tory moves, but  moves w h i c h  m ust be effected s i m u l taneous ly .  This is  the  p ro­
b lem fac i n g  us at the moment .  Bu t  the act ions of t h e  government were a i med at 

render ing  any t rans i t ion i m poss ib le .  

I n t h e  campaig n w h i c h  the power struct u re has lau nched aga i nst Autonomy, 
every t h i n g  i s  false: not t h i s  or t h at deta i l ,  not t h i s  or that assert ion,  but  
everyth i n g - t he evidence, t h e  p roof , the c i rc u m stances.  Everyth i ng i s  fa lse ,  and 
t he  power structu re knows i t ,  even declares i t .  I t  i s  of no i m portance to the power 
struct u res whether  someth i n g  i s  t rue of not . Th is i s  the  s p i r i t  beh i n d  the  govern­
ment operat ion.  The deterrent power of the operation l ies in i ts  capacity to 
u n leash a violent cam pa ign  of i m mense p roport ions, a campa ign  based on 
S I M U LATI O N .  The rea l operat i ves of the offens ive are not the j u dges,  but the  
p ress, the TV ,  and the  Performance.  Thus the  offens ive i s  beyond pol i t ics ,  freed 
f i n a l l y  f rom any rema i n i ng l i n k  to t ru th ,  l i berated from any correspondence w i th  
act u a l i ty .  S i m u late an i n f i n i te n u m ber o f  war scenar ios and p roject t hem on t h e  
screen of the  m a s s  imag i nat ion - t h is i s  the  strategy. F o r  i n  t ruth  i t  i s  i n  t hat ter­
r i tory of the  imag i nat ion that  the  rea l war i s  be i n g  fou g h t .  On one s ide of the  bat­
t le i s  D issuasion (the i n f i n i te power of the State, the a l l -see ing  eye, the a l l ­
know i n g  bra i n ,  the  a l l - imag i n i n g  m i nd),  on t h e  other  is L i beration of the  creat ive 
energ ies of a p roletar iat w hose in te l lectua l  potent ia l  i s  i m mense, but whose con­
d i t ions of mater ia l  existence a re c ram ped and m i serab le .  This i s  the real con­
t rad ict ion ,  the real war.  

So; the Performance of Apr i l  7 has shown that  the  power struct u re can win t h e  
war  today by i nvad i n g  t h e  rea l m  of the imag i nat ion.  And ,  h a v i n g  conquered the 
rea l m  of the  imag i nat ion,  the power struct u res now run  ram pant ,  demonstrat i n g  a 
v iolence that  has no p recedents ,  and arrogance that  is tota l i tar ian .  
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How can one deny that  the  power structu re "seems" to have won? Hasn ' t  i t ,  after 
a l l ,  with that stroke of s i m u lat ion ,  arrogated to itself the r i gh t  to put  an  e n t i re 
decade on t r ia l?  It has set i tse l f  u p  as a t r ia l  j udge .  And so the decade of 
egal i tar i an ism and so l idar ity ,  the  decade of co l l ect iv izat ion  and reject ion  of work 
are now on t r ia l .  What better i n t rod uct ion ,  what  better p rem ise to a " back lash" 
that promises a ret u r n  to normal  product ion ,  to the  usua l ,  day-to-day v io lence that 
occu rs i n  the fam i l y  and on the job? 

Meanw h i le,  as the  power struct u re p repares to t ry our  en t i re decade as c r i m i n a l ,  
su bversive and parano id -wel l ,  here we s e e  t h e  forces t h a t  represen t the  ex ist i n g  
Movement u nab le  to u nderstand the mea n i n g  of  t h i s  O perat ion  S i m u lat ion  lau nch­
ed by the power structu re, u nable to u nderstan d  anyth i n g  i n  fact ,  and u nab le  to 
react i n  any way. 

So i t  goes for  Organ ized Autonomy.  I ts  para lys is  i s  com p lete. As of Apr i l  7 i t  has 
been shunted into the  Wax M u se u m  of pol i t ics .  In the face of the  power st ructure ,  
i n  the face of that  game of m i rrors which i s  S i m u lat ion ,  the  good l i t t le  bad boys 
of Autonomy have rep l ied w i th  the conv ict ion  t hat the i r  party (w i th  a l l  i ts  ho ly ,  
eternal  p r i c i p les s u c h  as "act ive abstent i o n "  . . .  ) can match the State reg i ment  for  
reg i ment .  But  the  State operates on  a h u n d red batt lef ie lds ,  w h i le the party of 
Autonomy cannot even operate on  that s i n g l e  f ie ld  i t  has chosen for i tse l f-the  
st reets are off  l i m i ts ,  a n d  for those i ncapable of  th i nk ing  i n  any te rms but  st reet 
campaigns ,  the streets themselves have becom e  u n usable .  Those w h o  want to 
respond to the s i m u lat ion-f i l led power struc tu res w i th  the power (but  d oes it ex­
ist?) of t ruth  and of counter- i nformat ion  w i l l  f i nd the i r  words t u r n i n g  to dust  i n  
the i r  mouths .  

Let  us  a lso exa m i n e  those whose bus i ness i t  i s  to be concerned about g u a rantees 
of f reedom.  The i n te l lectua ls-yes, even they seek to reaf f i rm the i r  role by seek­
ing out the "t ruth " .  Take a look at what U m berto Eco has to say in the Apr i l  22 
ed i t ion  of La Repubblica . After havi n g  sou g h t  the " t ru th"  for  ha l f  a page, u s i n g  
methods worthy of a detect ive nove l ,  he annou nces t h a t  the bou ndary between 
lega l i ty and i l lega l i ty can sh i f t  depend i n g  o n  the moment ,  on  the c i rc u m stances. 
Power re lat i o n s h i ps ,  he  says. Of  cou rse ! I t 's t rue :  legal i ty i s  determ i ned by the 
power re lat ionsh ips  that  obta i n  between o ld  and  new, between the  l i berat ion  of 
the poss ib le  and the d i ctators h i p  of the p resent .  The g reater the strength  of that 
Movement w h i c h  stra i n s  to l i berate the poss i b i l i t ies compressed w i t h i n  the  p re­
sent ,  the farther  the  bou ndar ies of legal i ty w i l l  be pushed. Because lega l i ty  is on ly  
the sanct i o n i n g  (by  stru ctures, by  j udges,  by the  po l i ce) of the  p resent  state of af­
fa i rs ,  of the p resent 's  r i gh t  to s u p p ress the energ ies,  the creat iv i ty and the i nven­
t ive powers of the  pro letar ian segment of  society. Good t h i n k i n g ,  Eco. Except that 
the peop le  who set t hose boundar ies of lega l i ty a re peop le  ( l i ke Eco) who wr i te for  
La Repubblica . And the  peop le  who decide where the  bou ndar ies should be 
s h i fted a re trut h-seekers of Eco's i l k-as if i t  were poss ib le  to cont i n u e  w i t h  that 
att i tude of the  entomolog ist which he  shows,  the  att i tude of someone exa m i n i n g  
h i stor ica l  p rocesses, st ru g g l es ,  programs, pass ions  a n d  defeats a s  t h o u g h  t hey 
were nat u ra l  phenomena ,  as though  w i t h i n  them were not the p u lsat i o n  of  a s u b­
ject ive i ntens i ty and  the  poss i b i l i ty for a d is rupt ion  and overth row of the e n t i re 
scenario.  Today, after the  events of Apr i l  7, it is the  power struct u re w h i c h  
s i m u lates the scener io i n  w h i c h  power re lat i o n s h i p s  a r e  determ i ned.  The t r u t h  
determ i nes n ot h i n g .  

Or  take the  case of L u i g i  Barz i n i ,  who on  A p r i l  1 0 , o n  the front page of the  Cor­
riere de/la Sera , def ines the  comrades a rrested on Apr i l  7 as Mess i a n i c  v is ionar ies 
who prov ide an  i rrat iona l  movement with a p rog ram that constant ly  feeds the  uto­
p ian  i m p u lses of the  masses of you n g  peop le ,  w h o  wou ld  otherwise be scattered , 
desperate or res i g ned .  We l l  that 's  true enoug h .  But  that obst i nate anger  w i t h  
w h i c h  revo lu t ionary t h i n k i n g  i n  I ta ly  h a s  nour ished the desi res and w a n t s  of  t h e  
masses of pro letar ians and  y o u t h  h a s  not h i n g  i rrat iona l  about i t .  I t  i s  the  rea l i ty 
of the socia l  contrad ict ions  in u rban areas, the  d ramat ic  rea l i ty of  the  contradic­
t ion  between man and  nature, which is  the rad ica l  e lement- not our wants .  I t  i s  
rea l i ty w h i c h  sets  before us the cho ice between utop ia  and barbar ism,  between a 
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breakdown of the p resent system and the  permanent  t h reat of destruct ion ,  
ecocatastrophe and  psychocatastrophe.  And the  cho ice  w i l l  have to be made very 
soon ,  very q u ick ly .  The acce lerat ion of pace in u rban a reas, the mad i n h u man ity 
Of re l at i o n s h i p s  between peo p le ,  the  h a l l u c i natory q ua l i ty  Of every form Of ex p res­
s i o n  and every form of ex istence,  and the i n c rease in m i l i tar izat i o n - a l l  t hese 
deve lopments com b i n e  to set a n  u rgent  cho ice before revo lu t ionar ies:  b reakdown 
or  barbar ism.  And even i f  the  poss i b i l i t i es for  a breakdown were very l i m i ted,  even 
i f  every t h i n g  were tend i n g  in a d i rect ion opposed to the  poss i b i l i ty of l i berat i n g  
h u man i ty 's  tec h n ica l ,  sc ient i f i c ,  c reative and  i nvent ive e n erg ies f rom t h e  destruc­
t ive d o m i nat ion  of  cap i ta l i s m  and ecocatastrophe,  even i f  the  idea of l i berat i n g  
these potent i a l s  were a u t o p i a n  one-we l l ,  even s o ,  the  o n l y  rea l i s t ic  cho ice 
wou ld  be revo l u t i o n .  I f  we are i nterested i n  l i fe,  then  o n l y  revo l u t i o n  i s  a rea l i s t ic  
a l ternat ive. 

The s i tuat ion  in I ta ly  p rovides a social laboratory of  except iona l  i nterest,  both 
f rom t he po i n t  of v iew of cap i ta l i st dom i nat ion  and from the revo l u t io nary po in t  of  
v iew.  The most i m portan t  fact for  u nderstan d i n g  the  p resent s i tuat ion  i s  that  cen­
t ra l ized and coherent  forms of  cont ro l  over the soc i a l  sector have come to a n  end ,  
and  t h u s  the society and the forces wh ich  c i rcu late i n  t h e  soc i a l  sector a re  n o  
longer  g overnab le  b y  p o l i t ics .  

The rea l  mystery of the I ta l ian  s i t u tat ion  i s  how an apparatus of d o m i nat ion over 
soc ia l  bei ngs  can be m a i nta i ned by a fu nct ion i n g  w h i c h  m u s t  deal  w i th  and 
organ ize the most varied and cont rad ictory types of behavior  i m a g i nab le .  The rea l 
prob lem is how the fu nct ion i n g  of domi nat ion  and the  cap i ta l i st system ' s  
ass i g n i ng-of-va l u e  can be esta b l i shed by m e a n s  of u nfocused con f l i ct .  There i s  a 
t h read of f u nct io n i n g  w h i c h  ru n s  t h ro u g h  d iscont i n u i ty ,  frag mentat i o n  and con­
f l ic t .  The q uest ion i s  how can t h e  labor market cont i n u e  to  funct ion ,  when a n  
e n o r m o u s  q uant i ty  of s u r p l u s-va l u e  i s  p roduced b y  a seg ment  of t he l a b o r  force 
w h i c h  i s  po l i t i ca l l y  and c u l t u ra l ly i n s u bord i nate, extremely  f l ex i b l e  in terms of its 
m ob i l i ty ,  u n w i l l i n g  to accept the f ixed arrangement  of sa lar ied output ,  and o b l iged 
to  accept a re lat ive ly  h igh rate of  conf iscat ion of the s u r p l u s  va lue p roduced.  The 
marr iage of i n s u bord i nat ion  a n d  p rod uct iv i ty ,  of  conf l i c t  and  fu nct ion i n g ,  is  t he 
po in t  of departure for  a new a l l iance between cap i ta l i s t i c  deve lopment  and  the  
pro letar ian l i berat ion  movement .  T h i s  a l l i ance p rovides the  on ly  poss ib le  means  
of reso lv ing  the  p resent c r i s i s ,  the o n ly way i n  w h i c h  cond i t ions  for  a p rod uct ive 
autonomy,  rat her than a n  oss i f i ed s u bord i nat ion ,  can  be estab l i shed.  

The p resent s i tuat ion - i n  w h i c h  a tota l iz i n g  funct ion i n g  ex ists w i thout  the tota l­
i ty ,  and in w h i c h  power exists w i thout  a govern ment- has in fact seen power p re­
sent i tse l f  as mere tact ics ,  as "day-by-day po l i t i cs ' ' , capab le  of fu nct ion i n g  on ly  
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u nder  that g u ise.  The fu nct ion i n g  of t h i s  type of pol i t ics  is not g u ided by any 
coherent  strateg i c  p l a n n i n g ,  but  by a game of i nterna l  se l f-regu lat ion .  To oppose 
t h i s  mechan ism of se l f-reg u lat ion ( i n  w h i c h  the off ic ia l  dec larat ions and the an­
nou nced strateg ies are on ly  s i m u lat ions of tact ica l  scenarios t hat can not actua l l y  
cont rol the forces t h ey s u m mon u p)-to oppose t h i s  mechan ism of  se l f-regu lat ion 
by offer ing  a coherent  a l ternat ive strategy-as Organ ized Autonomy has sought  
to  do-only  amou nts  to  rema i n i n g  ensnared i n  a game ,  the ru les of  w h i c h  none  of 
the p layers can make operat ive .  So: there is no st rategy,  no cr i ter ion of t ru th  i n  
tact ics .  B u t  there i s  a poi n t  o f  contact-at least o n  t h e  tact ica l  leve l - between 
the p roletar iat 's  i m port u nate des i re for l i berat ion f rom the s lavery of work and  
cap i ta l i sm 's  i n terests i n  i nc reas i n g  the  re lat ive rate of  s u r p l u s-va l u e  and  i n c reas­
i n g  soc ia l  p rod uct iv i ty .  It is  at t h i s  poi n t  of contact that one can occasion a l l y  
break the  power o f  that  Dom i nat ion w h i c h  w i shes t o  foresta l l  Autonomy, w h i c h  
rest ra ins  the i nte l lectu a l  energ ies o f  the  p roletar iat ,  w h i c h  orga n izes Know ledge 
and  K now-how in a f u n ct ional  des i g n  a i med at reprod u c i n g  the form of Cap i ta l  
and the form of  Va lue ,  so that  the road to the  l i beration of  l i fe f rom work i s  
c losed off, so that  the  potent ia l  conta i ned i n  t h e  i n tel l i gence and act iv i ty of  the 
i n d iv idua l  i s  he ld  i n  c h eck,  w h i le he  i s  comp e l l ed to de- i nd iv idua l ize h i mse l f  and 
submi t  to bei n g  made i n to Abstract Work. 

Thus  we stand before the paradox of a dom i nat ion w h i c h  is  exerc ised w i t hout any 
government ,  a cont rol l i ng of  the  system w i t hout  a govern i n g  of the  system.  When 
a system becomes very com p lex and has n u merous i ndependent var iab les ,  then 
the  adage " a n  e m pty mind i s  an  open m i n d "  seems to app ly .  I t  i s  the  absence of  
" p l a n n i n g "  wh ich makes the system contro l lab le .  The " fu l l  weig h t "  of a n  a r­
t i cu lated p l a n  tends to polarize soc iety by m a k i n g  peop le  erect "wa l l s  of j u dge­
ment" .  In com p lex systems polar izat ion is e l i m i nated and the means of reg u lat ion 
tend to be i n  confor m i ty with the  i ndeter m i nacy of the  system.  This ru le of t h u m b  
p reva i l s  even on ideolog ica l  a n d  j u d ic ia l  leve ls .  S o  l e t  u s  exa m i n e  o n c e  aga in  that  
j ud ic ia l  cam p a i g n  lau nched on the 7th of  Apr i l .  

T h e  "cast le" o f  accusat ions b u i l t  u p  h a s  no "foundat ion " .  But  t h i s  is  exact ly what 
the government  act ions were des i g ned to s how: " just ice" revea ls  i ts  lack of foun­
dat ion i n  " l aw" i n  a way that is  near ly obscene.  On ly  i n  th is  manner can " just ice" 
enter i n to a "cr i me-accusat ion" re lat ion s h i p  with soc ia l  be i ngs that a re very d i f­
ferent from one a nother .  

I l l u m i nat i n g  for the  study of th is p henomenon are the reve lat ions of certa i n  i n ­

te l l ectua ls  who wou l d  have us be l i eve t hey were o n c e  " p lants"  w i t h i n  the  Move­
ment .  Cons ider  some of the more d i g n i f ied con fessions:  " Forg ive me i f  I i n s i st on 
th i s  po in t ,  but that version of " Potere Operaio" ( i . e . ,  the Veneto- Em i l ian  branch to 
w h i c h  Cacc iar i  be longed) has not h i n g  at a l l  to do w i th  the version w h i c h  a rose 
after 1968. " (Cacc ia r i ,  in an i n terview g ranted to Repubbfica , 10/4/79). Or t h i s :  " I  
h a d  my last pol i t i ca l  d i scu ssion w i t h  Negr i  more t h a n  t e n  years a g o  . . .  S i nce that 
t ime I haven ' t  seen h i m  . . .  " (Asor Rosa,  i n  La Repubblica 24/4/79). You k now the 
say i n g - " Peop le bet ray themselves" ! And th is  i s  the mechan ism which the  forces 
of " just ice" want to set in mot ion:  i n d iv idua ls  must  autonomou s ly  come to feel a 
need to exc u l pate themse lves , or a need to separate themselves f rom the  accu sed 
in order to savor the " p l easu re of havi ng  s u rv ived " - to borrow a p h rase f rom 
Canett i .  

The  law 's  lack  of  fou ndat ions becomes str i k i n g ly ap parent when the " law" l ives i n  
a state of  "emergency" ,  when i t  becomes a " j u d i c i a l  emergency measure" .  But  
emergency means a cu t-off of  rat iona l i ty; t h u s  the hype must  show i tse l f  as  
hype- it  can on ly  be effective i f  i t  i s  lived as hype.  The " law" fee ls  the  need to 
make i tse l f  i ndeterm i nate i n  order to be ab le  to p rosec ute a l l  those be ings  who 
are determi ned by soc iety,  i n  order  to cont rol every determ i nat ion .  

The i ndetermi nacy of the  " law" i n  fact  amou nts to the i ndeterm i nacy of soc ia l  
types: what ,  after a l l ,  i s  the  typ ica l  revo lut ionary of  today? Th is  i ndeterm i nate 
" law' ' ,  i n  sp i te of appearances and i n  spite of the  pr ice that has been pa id  by the 
vanguard movements ,  i s  not i ntent on hou n d i n g  these movements ( i f  i t  were, then 



the " law" wou ld  be a q u i te determ i n ate t h i ng ,  wou ld  have foundat ions-th is  i s  
the pos i t ion  o f  t h e  PCI) ,  bu t  rat her  d i rects i ts  attent ions  toward i n determ i nate 
e lements .  An Amer ican researc her wrote in a recent ana lys is  of the phenomenon 
of terror ism that " the ' moral  sens i b i l i ty '  of the normal  c i t izen is  not very d i fferent 
form that of the terror ist"  (J an  Schre i ber), s i n ce, in a comp lex system in w h i c h  
" med iat ion"  a s  a struct u re h a s  fa i led,  every g r o u p ,  d o w n  to the level o f  the i n ­
d iv idua l ,  t e n d s  to def i ne i t s e l f  autonomously ,  and not s e e  i t s e l f  i n  re lat ion t o  
"others". I n  a s i m i lar  ve i n ,  Br ian  Jenk ins  h a s  def i ned terror ism as the " i nstru ment  
for g a i n i n g  pol i t i ca l  object ives that have been set  autonomous ly ."  The i ndeter­
m i nacy of the" law" serves as a means for pu rsu i n g  soc i a l  be i n g s  who 
autonomous ly  def i ne  themselves to the extent  that they are no longer  ident i f iab le  
by t h e i r  soc i a l  "status" .  To " p rosecute" soc ia l  be i n g s  t h u s  means that the law 
must  make i tse l f  " i m-persona l "  to such a degree that i t  becomes a sym bo l i c  
representat ion ,  a performance or  spectacle o f  accusat i o n  a n d  t r i a l .  Rather than  
p rosecute pr ivate c i t izens ,  i t  a i m s  at p rosec u t i n g  sym bo l i c  f i g u res, prod ucts of a 
col lect ive i ma g i nat ion ;  the G u i l ty Party i s  a p rod uct of everyone's i ma g i nat ion .  At 
t h i s  level of abstract ion  of be i ngs ,  the law can no longer  susta i n  i tse l f  and has 
need for abstract ions pro m u lgated by the mass med ia .  I n determ i nacy req u i res a 
re lat ionsh i p  w i th  the mass med i a-on ly then can the  " theater of cruelty" be 
staged . 

The law t u rns i nto a com b i nat i o n  of emergency and mass med ia ,  ex ists i n  the 
form of emergency as i t  becomes ident i f ied wi th  the mass med ia ,  is  the one in  v i r­
tue of be i n g  the other .  

Cou rt act ion operates in the rea l m  of cont i ngenc ies not only because i t  i s  a 
system of tact ics w h i c h  sh i f ts  the  bou ndar ies of lega l i ty accord i n g  to i nd iv idua l  
c i rcu mstances-as U m berto Eco asserts-but  a lso because today every bou ndary 
i s outs ide the scope of c lass ica l ly  cod i f ied law, because t here is no longer  any 
point  in  p rosecut i ng  " pr ivate" beings.  What matters i s  not so much the outcome 
of the court act ion ,  but  rather  the symbo l i c  t r ia l  set  in  mot ion t h rough  the mass 
med ia .  And the object ive of court act ion  is  not so much the  ma i ntenance of order,  
but  rat her the i m med iate creat i o n  of a col lect ive recog n i t i on  of the 
" bou ndar ies"-a recog n i t ion  t hat can be created only when d i sorder preva i l s. 
There is no more " persona l"  pena l izat i o n ,  o n ly sym bo l i c  penal izat ion .  The trad i ­
t iona l  t r ia l  i n  the cou rtroom has become i rrelevant i n  the  face of the i ma g i nary 
t r ia ls  ( i .e . ,  enacted by the i m a g i nat ion) staged by the mass med ia .  What cannot be 
pena l ized in phys ica l  terms i s  i n stead penal ized by means of a u n iversal 
sacr i f i c i a l  r i te ,  that is,  the sy mbo l i c  t r ia ls  w h i c h  the mass med ia  stage in the i m ­
a g i nat ion  o f  the co l l ect iv i ty .  I t  i s  the imag i nat ion  wh ich  i s  actua l l y  on  t r i a l .  The 
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t r ia l  is a i med at c reat i n g  certa in  att i tudes and i n s i g hts ,  at forc i n g  i ndeterm i nate 
soc ia l  be ings to assume ,  autonomous ly  and of the i r  own acccord , an  ident ity 
def i ned for them by the  cou rts. 

To t h i s  end, lexica l items from Negr i ' s  texts and ideas have been put on  t r ia l ;  i t  is  
of no  i nterest whose lexicon it is- ra ther, it is  the lex icon ,  the ideas of the i m­
ag i nary soc ia l  be i n g  w h i c h  have been charged . The prosecut ion  is not seek i n g  a 
s i n g l e  g u i l ty  party, b u t  rather  the G u i l ty  Party- the col l ect ive imag i nat ion  of the 
G u i l ty Party. The deconstruct ion  and construct ion  of texts and lex icon are fu nc­
t iona l  e lements in the  estab l ishment  of the lex ica l  and l i n g u ist ic  G u i l ty  Party. I t  is 
not acc identa l  that U m berto Eco fee ls  the need to use amb igu i t ies i n  his art ic le .  
Put t i ng  words on  t r ia l  i s  not poss ib le  i n  the  courtroom; i t  is  done i nstead i n  the 
mass med ia and i n  the  symbo l i c  p rocess. 

Hav ing come t h i s  far ,  we now need to construct  an operat iona l  synthes is  w h i c h  is 
capab le  of overt u r n i n g  the  prem ises w h i c h  the power struct u re i m posed by i ts  ac­
t ions of Apr i l 7 (as we l l  as al l  the  other premises which the power struct u re has 
i m posed in recent  t i m es). The goal  w h i c h  the revo l u t ionary e lement  has been 
seek i n g  to atta i n  (more or  less conscious ly)  in recent years i s  the l i berat ion  of 
that potent i a l  for autonomy which has been p ropagated in society by the  efforts 
of the p resent  form of organ ized Autonomy. This goal is  eq u iva lent  to the aim of 
u n dertak ing  a passage from the 1970's  to the 1980 's  wh i le ma in ta i n i n g  struct u ra l  
cond i t ions that ensure the  l i berat ion  of l i fe f r o m  l a b o r  and t h a t  avo id  the log ic  o f  
exterm i nat ion and ecodest ruct ion  prom u l gated b y  N uc lear  A g e  cap i ta l i sm.  

The offens ive u ndertaken by the power struct u re dur ing  recent months  is  d i rected 
at maki n g  t h i s  passage i m poss i b le- that is, i t  i s  a i med at restor ing  the i n i t iat ive 
to the State w h i l e  p revent i ng  the cont i n ued ex istence of the struct u ra l  cond i t ions 
needed for revo l u t i o n .  

Power exerc ised w i thout  an attempt to govern accepts a very h i g h  level  of con­
f l ict .  Thus  the power st ructure has learned to s u rv ive on a d i scont i n uous terra i n ,  
reconst ruct i n g  the  cont i n u i ty of i ts  f u nct ion i n g  across t h i s  d i scont i n u i ty .  Revo l u­
t ionary i m p u lses are perm i tted to operate i n  every soc ia l  m i l ieu ,  i n  every type of 
p rod uct ion fu nct ion  except for  that fu ndamenta l  fu nct ion wh ich  i s  the fu nct ion  
const i tu ted by Know ledge.  Present  u rban society may i n  fact  be conceived as 
med ieval  f ie fdoms:  h i g hwaymen and madmen can roam about seek ing  booty or  in  
d u l g i n g  i n  f i ts  of i nsan i ty ,  but  on ly  i f  t hey stay i n  the countrys ide,  i n  the  desert 
p l aces and in the woods ,  and do not come onto the manor g rou nds .  The manor  i n  
t h e  metropo l i s  o f  t h e  1980's  is  t h e  p l ace where Knowledge is  p rod uced,  t h e  
techno log ica l  heart of p rod uct ion .  T h e  access routes t o  t h i s  manor  are c l ose ly  
g uarded, wh i le  i n  the  streets and homes of the  metropo l is ,  anyt h i n g  g oes.  

The center of the soc i a l  organ izat ion  l ies in that  zone where Knowledge i s  p ro­
d u ced and fu nct ions .  Bu t  it wou ld  be s i m p l is t ic  to conc l ude that the revo l u t i o n  
t herefore needs to su bst i tute a Len i n ist seizu re of Knowledge f o r  a Len i n ist 
seizu re of the State. The p rob lem is  i n  rea l i ty much more com p l i cated , s i nce not 
only the propert ies and  use of Knowledge,  but  also i ts struct u re, a re determ i ned 
by its cap i ta l is t ic  f u n c t i o n i n g .  And the p rocess of overt u r n i n g  the  fu nct io n i n g  of 
Knowledge (today K n ow l edge fu nct ions to contro l  and to ass i g n  va l u e, but w i t h i n  
i t  l i es the  poss i b i l i t y  f o r  a self - transformat ion  i nto an  i n f i n i te ly  p rod uct ive force 
capab le  of p rog ress ive ly  f ree ing  seg ments of  soc i a l  ex istence from the con­
stra i nts of work) - t h i s  p rocess of overt u r n i n g  i s  l i n ked to a repeated , l ong-term 
(perhaps extremely  l o ng-term) d i s l ocat ion  of the modes, the p roced u res and the 
i nstruments of the p rod u ct ion  of Knowledge (a passage from the power st ructure 
to an autonomous soc ia l  arrangement) .  And o n l y  t h i s  long  p rocess of repeated 
d i s l ocat ion  and appropr iat ion  of the modes and i nstruments of the p roduct ion  of 
Knowledge w i l l  be ab le  to mod ify the ep istemo l og ica l ,  and thus  the operat ive, 
struct u re of Knowledge.  

But  the  forms and t h e  p o l i t ics i nvolved i n  th is  p rocess are st i l l  e n t i re l y  u n known 
to us .  That i s  to say, we have not e laborated any theory of " t rans i t ion"  (to use 
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t hat horr ib le  and i m p recise word).  The on ly  theory of power and t rans i t ion  that we 
possess, the theory to wh ich  we m u st constant ly  refer- perhaps i n  order to 
deviate from i t ,  though  a lways rema i n i n g  i n  some ways ent rapped w i t h i n  i t - i s  the 
Len i n ist  one.  Essent ia l ly ,  the  Len i n ist theory can be form u l ated as fo l l ows: the 
p ro letar iat  must  take possess ion  of the State,  bo lster  the mach i nery of the State 
and the domi nat ion of the State's w i l l  over society in order to abo l ish  cap i ta l i sm 
(on ly  afterward w i l l  the  ext i nct ion  of the State be poss i b l e) .  We have had  the 
d ream of rea l iz i ng  th i s  program on our  m i nds for f i f ty years now,  f rom the t i me of  
"war com m u n ism" ,  from the  t i m e  of the N E P, t h rou g h  the  per iod of Sta l i n i sm,  up  
to the C h i nese exper ience, u p  to the  awfu l  rea l i ty of p resent-day soc ia l i sm .  
Cap i ta l i s m  has  been ne i the r  abo l i shed nor  transformed, but  rather has  become 
oss i f ied ,  i nasmuch as the State, wh ich  ought  to i ncarnate the w i l l  to su persede, 
has i n stead been noth i n g  more than the re i f i cat ion of those re lat ions h i ps of p ro­
duct ion  i n her i ted from cap i ta l i s m .  I n  other words, the State has represented a 
terror ist-sty le  forced recap i tu la t ion  of the ex is t i ng  modes of product ion ,  a t h rott l ­
ing of every poss ib le  move toward autonomy i n  the soc i a l  system. 

Thus the t ime now seems r ipe to form u l ate an  hypothes is concern i n g  the "trans i ­
t i o n " .  The hypothesis which we advance as the p rem ise for f u rther  theoret ica l  
work is  a n  exact reversa l of Len i n ' s  theory .  That i s ,  we seek to re ify an " i g nor­
act ion"  toward the State" ( " ig noract ion" :  adapted from t h e  German ignorak· 
tion - a n  act ion  wh ich  ig nores, does not recog n ize those formal  boundaries wh ich  
the State imposes), to re i fy an  abo l i t ion  o f  the mechan ism of State contro l  and to  
reify a po l i t i ca l  formal izat ion  of the  a l l iance between mob i le  strata of the labor 
force and dynamic cap i ta l i sm ,  between cap i ta l is t ic ,  post- i ndustr ia l ,  e lectron ic  
deve l opment  and pro letar ian i n s u bord i nat ion to the work  eth ic .  I t  is  i n terest i n g  
t hat at  p resent  renewed attent ion  i s  be i n g  g iven to neo- l i bertar ian hypotheses i n  
econom ics.  T h e  i n terest t h a t  m a n y  revo l u t ionary Marx ists have man i fested for 
economic  hypotheses of neo- l i berta r ian tendency t h u s  becomes u nderstandable .  

Revo l u t ionary t h i n k i n g  m u st focus i ts cr i t ica l  sk i l l  on the problem of trans i t ion ,  i f  
o n l y  to l i q u idate and su persede the concept .  As L. Ber t i  has sa id ,  the concept of 
" t rans i t ion"  and the system of categories w h ich i t  i nvolves can " p roduce" a rea l  
scenar io-can prod uce a v i s i o n  of the revo l u t ionary process wh ich  gets i n  t h e  
w a y  of l i berat ion .  D ivest i n g  onese l f  of t h i s  concept m e a n s  d ivest i n g  onese l f  of a 
p ract ice and an ideolog ica l  p roject ion ,  and thus ,  i n  the end ,  d ivest i n g  oneself  of  
a n  effect of rea l i ty . Free ing  onesel f  of the idea that cap i ta l i sm and com m u n ism 
are systems w h i c h  su cceed each other  i n  a d i achro n i c  scheme amounts to 
recog n iz i ng  that i n  a revo l u t i o n  from the apex of cap i ta l i s m  l ies the only poss i b i l i · 
ty for  a M ovement of Autonomy from cap i ta l ist  dominat ion .  Th is  M ovement of 
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Autonomy i nvolves l i berat ion f rom work, and s u p p ress ion of the genera l  formal  
cond i t ions  of cap i ta l ist  domi nat ion .  The breakdown of th is domi nat ion can thus  
be  conceived (and  p u t  i n to effect) as  a subject ive mode ( i n  the M ovement toward 
Autonomy) of a p rocess in wh ich  cap i ta l  determ i n es the mater ia l  cond i t ions  for 
the reconst ruct ion ,  w i thout  reprod u c i n g  the  formal cond i t ions of the prev ious 
system .  Separat i n g  the  mater ia l  organ izat ion  of Know-how f rom the form of Va lue  
then becomes- not a natura l  tendency,  but  the  strateg ic  objective, the p l a n  of  
operat ion of the revo l u t ionary movement .  

Transla ted by Jared Becker, 
Richard Reid & Andrew Rosenbaum 

i l/1  B0-1 -8/41 974-Bologna, Italy: A view of a wrecked car on the Rome-M u n i c h  ltal icus Ex­
press. After two explosions and a f i re i n  a tunnel through the Appen ine Mountains south of B. ,  
Pol ice said a t ime-bomb apparently exploded i n  a toi l ette, triggering a second blast  and the 
f ire, which k i l led 12 persons and injured more than 30 others. I n  foregrou nd 12 bod ies covered 
with sheets. (UPl/AN SA) 
i l/2 M L-603-4/1 7/75- M I LA N ,  I taly: a priest blessi n g  the body of Gianni  Zi becch i ,  26, k i l led dur­
ing the riots today in M i lan.  (UPI) 
i l/3 Flat M i rafiori plant,  Turi n 
i l/4 Pier Paolo Paso l i n i  Photo A.F. P./Agence France-Presse 
i l/5 Tables for 34 Persons, 1 974-75 Mario Merz I nstal lation in an abandoned factory near Stutt­
gart, Gal lery Hetzler & Kel ler  GmbH 
i l/7 Photo: D. Cortez 
i l /8-9 via Fani 
i l/10 Super-8/photo: Seth Ti le! 
i l/1 1 ROM 1 2051 0 1  D R U M  BEATERS ROME: Lending emphasis by pound i n g  on metal drums, 
strik ing metal workers stage a noisy demonstrat ion demanding h i g her wages and a 40-hour 
week. More than 50,000 persons took part i n  the biggest labor march of the year, N ov. 28. 
Despite fears of pol ice authorities, the manifestation was orderly. (UPI) 1 2/5/69 
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