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The design lookout for 2019 
is rife with whimsical details 
wrapped up in bold and playful 
compositions. Here’s what to 
watch out for and keep up with 
in the coming months:

CO
LO

R

Vivid color combinations 
and otherworldly color 
transitions and gradients 
continue to dominate 
the design scene in 2019.  
They’ll not only make 
your brand stand out, 
but add movement and 
life to your designs.

For 2019, Pantone named Living Coral the color of 
the year — a lively hue of coral with an undertone 
of golden. Living Coral emits the desired, familiar, 

and energizing aspects of color found in nature.

Vivid colors

Color of the year: Living Coral
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In our highly digitized world, 
brands want to feel more authentic 
— resulting in less polished, 
authentic images dominating 
design projects. You can adopt 
this trend using premium stock 
imagery, or better yet, hiring a 
professional photographer to 
capture natural images.

Authentic imagery

On the flip side,  many brands will look 
to use brave, bold and often daring 
photography choices to get users to 
pay attention.  You can achieve this 
look with provocative subject matter, 
bright colors, and  eye-catching  (or 

even surreal) compositions.

Edgy and unique
compositions
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With flat being all the rage in the 
past few years, brands are adding 
new dimensions to their graphics 
with 3D elements. Create an 
immsersive experience and make 
designs pop by using multi-
dimensional typography.  You can 
add 3D depth to any font: script, 
serif, sans-serif, bold, skinny — get 
creative with this playful trend.

In 2019, bold, dramatic fonts 
continue to grow in popularity. 
Whether serif or sans-serif, a bold 
font commands attention and can 
easily turn text into a prominent 
design element. Mix and match 
with outlined type, which plays 
nicely in open compositions and 
is sure to make your flyer or poster 
stand out.

Sans serif fonts continue to be 
a design favorite in 2019. As the 
standard for clean, minimalistic 
design, sans serif are easy to work 
with and can still pack a punch 
when used well. Try using a 
lightweight font amidst negative 
space, or pair with a bold serif font 
for emphasis.

3D typography

BOLD + Outlined

Minimal sans serif
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This year, we’re seeing a move away 
from rigid, grid-based designs and 
more playful, bespoke asymmetrical 
visuals. Without a structured grid, 
asymmetrical designs can evoke 
a feeling of depth and feel more 
energetic. You can still create 
harmony in your designs with 
overlapping or intersecting elements 
— just use negative space to prevent 
an over-cluttered design.

As 3D turns more to the mainstream, we’re likely 
to see more anti-gravity compositions in design. 
Elements that appear to move or behave like they 
are in a non-gravity environment convey a feeling 
of freedom and whimsy.

Asymmetrical layouts

Anti-gravity

There’s a surging trend of mixing 
different mediums like photos and 
vectors to create montages of digital 
clippings. Designs with a free-form 
collage layout are beautiful to look at 
and stretch boundaries (even for an 

otherwise dull or abstract concept).

Modern collage
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From landing pages to entire 
company re-brands, custom made 
illustrations are taking the design 
industry by storm and continues 
to be a major trend in 2019. In 
the quest for a strong brand 
identity, custom or hand-drawn 
illustrations are an excellent way 
to make your visual content stand 
out — no other brand is going to 
be able to exactly replicate these 
visuals. Companies like Mailchimp 
and Asana (both pictured right) 
invested in dynamic custom 
illustrations across both platforms. 
The shift to all custom illustrations 
was a big risk, but paid off: their 
unique branding stands out with 
a single voice, and is now easily 
recognizable to users. 

Custom illustrations

What is isometric design? Isometric 
illustrations are three-dimensional 
graphics drawn in two dimensions. 
It’s the same method from a design 
perspective of drawing a 3D object —
but drawing it in two dimensions. This 
creates a certain depth and intrigue 

you can’t generate in flat design.

Isometric illustrations
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In 2019, we will be seeing a lot 
of metal elements incorporated 
into the designs, from gold and 
other metallic materials. When 
combined with 3D effects, 
metallic details make objects pop 
off the screen. This trend feels 
both futuristic and luxurious. It 
evokes feelings of extravagance, 
taking your composition to the 
next level.

3D and metallics

In 2019, abstract compositions have 
grown increasingly more popular. 
As we pull away from straight lines 
and simple geometric shapes, we’re 
seeing a rise of organic and fluid 
visuals mimicking the flow of liquid 
substances. The liquid trend adds 
movement and dreamy elements to 
any composition — especially when 

paired with abstract gradients. 

Fluid and liquid effects

Ready to start creating?

To sum it all up, in 2019 we’re seeing unique, whimsical designs with open compositions and 3D 
touches that tap into your audience’s imagination. Vivid color schemes, gradients and metallic 
elements dominate, as does unconventional visuals and futuristic details. 

Level up your brand using by incorporating these hot trends into your own projects! If you 
need creative help, Design Pickle is the ultimate tool for any size business. Get matched with 
your dedicated designer today and start submitting requests using this guide as inspiration — 
backed by our 14-day satisfaction guarantee.

learn more

https://designpickle.com/?utm_source=dpweb&utm_medium=value_add_content&utm_campaign=downloads&utm_content=2019_design_trends
https://designpickle.com/?utm_source=dpweb&utm_medium=value_add_content&utm_campaign=downloads&utm_content=2019_design_trends

