
Atheistic and  
Humanistic Religions

General Editors

BODIE HODGE &
ROGER PATTERSON

HODGE &
PATTERSON

The final book in this powerful series focuses on the

shocking influence of atheistic and humanistic religions, 

including Agnosticism, Nazism, Scientology, Communism, 

and Naturalistic Religions!

The information within this volume is so valuable for the Church 
in the Western World where anti-God and pro-evolution religions 

are expanding rapidly. Written to refute those religions and show how 
they fail, unlike most books on world religions, this title dives into the
secular nature of these false doctrines and shows:

✟ The need to be able to spot their tenets and oppose them
instead of allowing them to subtly infiltrate our Christianity
and undermine us.

✡ How you can powerfully refute these humanistic religions 
and cults.

✠ How to effectively present the gospel to people who have been
deceived.

This book starts with God’s Word as the absolute authority. In doing 
so, God becomes our guide to refute false religions, and highlights the 
true power of His Word. Ultimately, there are only two religions in the
world: God’s true religion and the religions of man. All of man’s
religions are simply variations of humanism in its broadest sense. 

Vol. 1 Counterfeits of  Christianity

Vol. 2 Moralistic, Mythical, and Mysticism Religions

Vol. 3 Atheistic and Humanistic Religions

RELIGION/Christian Theology/Apologetics
RELIGION/Comparative Religion 
$15.99 U.S.

ISBN-13: 978-0-89051-970-7

EA
N



— 251 —

Chapter 15

Afterlife: “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 

Eric Hovind

If you are like me, you skipped to the end of this book to read the conclu-
sion. Seriously, no cheating. Go back and read what you skipped!

Whether this is the first chapter or the last chapter for you, you are still 
reading this book, which means either you are searching for answers for 
yourself, or seeking to educate yourself for a defense for what you already 
believe. Throughout these pages, we discovered that all religions are not the 
same and that tolerance of every religion is not the same as “accepting every 
religion as true.” Even the claim by some that all religions point to the same 
goal turns out to be a myth.

You may describe yourself as an atheist, a skeptic, an agnostic, a seeker, 
a mystic, or a believer. Regardless of your title, are you certain about your 
eternal future? Are you unsure of which religion represents truth? Man, am 
I ever glad you asked that question!

I have some good news and some bad news to share. I’m the kind of guy 
that wants the bad news first, so that is where I am going to start.

Bad News First

The bad news? Statistics show that ten out of ten people die! I’m going to die 
one day. Of course I am going to make that the last thing I ever do, but it is 
going to happen. You too are going to die one day, and the question I have 
is “Why?”
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Have you ever stopped to consider why people (and other things) die? 
Consider this, if you had a car that repaired itself every time it was damaged, 
it would last forever. Well, your body has the ability to heal itself and the-
oretically SHOULD be able to last forever. But it doesn’t. Why? In an evo-
lutionary worldview where life just came from matter and figured out how 
to repair itself, why didn’t it figure out how to live forever? Or as a Hindu 
where nothing is ultimately real, why does death happen to everything? Or in 
Islam, why would it be the “will of Allah” to make life that simply . . . dies?

The truth is, death was not a part of God’s original creation. He had 
created all of the animals and humans as vegetarians. There was no disease, 
no suffering, and no death. Death entered the world through the act of sin, 
which is any thought, word, or deed that breaks God’s Law.

When the first man, Adam, and his wife, Eve, sinned, they were sen-
tenced to death (Genesis 3:19). They had been warned, and it was true, 
death is the punishment for sin. In Adam, and individually, we have all 
sinned, so we are all sentenced to death. Remember that statistic? Ten out of 
ten people die. Sin really is the reason for death. When Adam sinned in the 
Garden of Eden, everything under his dominion fell into decay and death. 
This included the animals who were under Adam as his dominion (Genesis 
1:26–28). When a spiritual being like Satan fell into sin, he was sentenced 
to death as well — not physical, but eternal hell, or the “lake of fire” (what 
is called the “second death” in Revelation 20:14).

Physical death is not the end of man, but God revealed that the man 
who sins will also endure the eternal punishment of the second death as 
well (Revelation 21:8). Why is it eternal ? Because we have been made in the 
image of an eternal God. Our soul will continue after death for eternity. So 
the question of eternity in heaven or hell is arguably one of the most impor-
tant questions of your life.

This is the reason you think about death and the afterlife. It is why you 
keep asking the question, “What happens after I die?”

I’ve heard people say that regardless of which religious organization you 
identify with, that basically when you die, good people go to heaven and 
bad people go hell.1 The Bible teaches this. It says that the unrighteous, or 

 1. There is a misconception about hell in today’s culture that Satan rules in hell. But this 
deception has gone on long enough. Even Satan is a captive there. The description of a fire 
is quite apt for hell, for all victims are being tormented forever without rest and none are 
“ruling,” not even Satan.
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“bad people,” will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9). All 
we need to know now is the definition of righteous and unrighteous. You 
probably have some of your own standards that you have developed as you 
have gone through life. Most of us have developed a personal standard of 
what is good and bad, and most of us feel that our good outweighs our bad. 
Based on this, many are satisfied that they have a pretty good chance of 
going to heaven (or a type of paradise in the afterlife) on the merit of their 
good works. In fact, every world religion at which we have looked bases any 
hope of eternal bliss on our good works.

Since individuals and religions have different ways of determining right 
and wrong, who is truly responsible for setting “the standard,” for deter-
mining good and bad? The Bible says that God is the just judge of all of 
His creation. Do you think the God of the Bible considers you to be a good 
person? Let’s find out.

How many lies have you told in your life? Too many to count, right! 
What do you call someone who tells a lie? A liar. Lying is not wrong simply 
because God says so. This standard of righteousness is because God is not a 
liar, and you have been made in the image of God.

How many times have you taken something that doesn’t belong to you? 
Don’t lie about this! What do we call someone who takes things that don’t 
belong to them? A thief. Here again, we see the standard based on God’s 
righteousness. It is wrong to steal because God does not steal.

God is perfectly faithful. His standard of righteousness says that we are to 
be perfectly faithful. That is why it is wrong to commit adultery. Then Jesus, 
who was God in human form, said that even looking with lust causes us to 
commit adultery in our hearts. Who can say that they have never looked with 
lust? Once again, we fall short of God’s standard of righteousness.

Because God is perfect, He says that the use of His name is to be perfect. 
That’s why He says, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.” Have you ever taken God’s name and used it to swear? That is called 
blasphemy and it is a very serious sin.

The Bible sets the benchmark for “good” very high. God’s standard of 
a good person is “perfection!” (Romans 5:8). Yet, nobody’s perfect! Everyone 
has sinned! The word “sin” is an old archery term that means to “miss the 
mark.” You and I have missed the mark of God’s perfection, and not just by 
a little bit either!
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Now, knowing God’s standard, do you still consider yourself to be a 
good person? Do you think a just and holy God should let liars, thieves, 
adulterers, and blasphemers into heaven, a perfect place where people who 
miss the mark of God’s perfection are not allowed to be?

The reason: If a perfect God allowed imperfect sinners into a His perfect 
heaven, it would no longer be perfect! Heaven would be no better than the 
sin-cursed and broken world we live in now. You wouldn’t want that forever, 
and I wouldn’t either.

Of course, God can’t allow sinners into heaven. He tells us that all adul-
terers, the sexually immoral, liars, murderers, and so on will not inherit the 
kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9; Revelation 22:15). He says that He 
will not hold them guiltless who take His name in vain (Exodus 20:7). Liars 
and thieves will have their part in the lake of fire (Revelation 21:8). Isaiah 59 
says that your sins have cut you off from God. Romans 3:23 says “All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

Working for Righteousness

Yes, the bad news is that you have missed the mark of perfection. Big revela-
tion, I am sure, but it gets worse. You can’t do enough good works to outweigh 
the bad works. In other words, Christianity, unlike every other religion in the 
world, focuses on trying to fix the problem of sin instead of ignoring it in 
hopes of good works outweighing the bad.

The Bible even says that all of our “good works” are as filthy rags to God 
(Isaiah 64:6). He is telling us that there is no way for us to get out of this sit-
uation on our own. We are trapped and doomed without someone to rescue 
us and save us from the destruction we deserve from our past sinful actions. 
We need someone to save us.

There is more bad news. When we break man’s law, we pay man’s pen-
alty. When we break God’s law, we pay God’s penalty. Remember what the 
Bible says the penalty for sin is? “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 3:23). 
That is why ten out of ten people die and it has been like this since the first 
sinners (Adam and Eve).

We are born as sinners into a sin-cursed world (Psalm 51:5) and we all 
personally choose to sin (Ecclesiastes 7:20; 1 John 1:8), and that sin sepa-
rates us from God and carries a death penalty that must be paid.

Many in our world fully embrace a sinful, humanistic lifestyle and jus-
tify our sinful actions. This humanistic worldview teaches “the end of all 
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being is the happiness of man.” In other words, this life is all about making 
yourself happy. But this statement could mean anything to anybody — one 
person’s happiness could be another’s misery. And, that worldview is a dead 
end! People have tried all kinds of things to obtain fulfillment and purpose, 
but money, power, and popularity never lead to true, lasting happiness.

That’s the bad news. Now let me give you the good news!

Good News

Although we are sinners, God still loves us. God, Himself, even wrote out 
the plan for our redemption in the Bible so that we could be sure of the 
path to freedom, forgiveness, and hope. We were created for the purpose of 
enjoying a relationship with our Creator. We are made in His image after 
all. There is a path to discover true happiness. True joy is discovered when 
we realize that the end of all being is not the happiness of man, but the glory 
of God! 

Did you notice something from the other religions addressed in this 
book? All the major religions of the world claim to POINT to truth. The 
Hindu scriptures, such as the Vedas, say truth is elusive and hard to find. At 
the end of his life, Buddha said, “I’m still searching for the truth.” Muham-
mad wrote, “I point to the truth.” Jesus Christ never claimed to point to 
truth. He said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

I have talked to many that would assert the Christian belief that Christ 
is the only way to heaven is intolerant, dogmatic, and even uneducated in 
light of the many world religions. By now, if you really read the previous 
chapters like you were suppose to, you should be able to see through that 
assertion. We have seen that in reality, there are only two world religions: 
those that espouse God’s Word as truth and those that do not.

Those that reject the Bible are actually the ones being intolerant — 
intolerant of the ultimate authority, choosing rather to determine truth for 
themselves. The path to redemption is made plain in Acts 4:12, “Nor is 
there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.”

The good news about Jesus Christ being the way, the truth, the life is 
called the gospel. It is good news because God made a way for us to be saved, 
to be redeemed from the penalty of sin. God the Son, Jesus Christ, came and 
lived among men. He lived a perfect life. He never sinned one time. Then 
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He laid down His life and allowed Himself to be the sacrifice, the payment 
for our sin. We miss the mark of God’s standard of perfection, but God the 
Son didn’t (John 10:15).

Jesus Christ was crucified on a Cross, taking upon Himself the sins of 
the world — past, present, and future. Three days later, He literally rose 
from the dead, giving Him victory over death and sin. He paid the debt that 
we deserved to pay and proclaimed that anyone who believes, who accepts 
His payment, putting their faith and trust in what He did on the Cross, can 
be saved from paying that eternal death penalty themselves.

How much does this sin debt cost? In 1978, I was given physical life. It 
didn’t cost me a thing, but it cost someone else a lot. In 2001, I was given 
spiritual life. My spiritual birth didn’t cost me a thing, but it cost Christ 
everything. Romans 6:23 says, “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” It’s a gift! You can’t earn it. You can’t buy it. It is a gift 
received by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8–10; Titus 3:3–7).

Let us consider this debt further with regards to sin. One sin is worthy 
of . . . an infinite punishment. God is infinite (Psalm 147:5; Isaiah 40:28; 
Romans 1:20), so naturally the punishment for offending Him would also 
be infinite. The punishment from an infinite God upon sin, our sin, would 
also be infinite! There is no escape in and of yourself, because you cannot 
undo your offenses against a holy God.

In fact, the only one in a position to take that punishment for you is 
God Himself. Which is what He did in the person of Jesus Christ. The 
infinite Son of God took the punishment for sin upon Himself, and the 
infinite Father delivered that punishment, so the debt is paid in full.2

And God is so powerful that the person of Jesus Christ delivered the 
proof of everlasting life in the Resurrection (John 10:17). Not only did 
Christ die the punishment we deserve, but He also came back to life after-
ward! All that is required of you is faith — involving repentance of your sin 
and belief in the death, burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ alone.

What Is Faith?

Faith sometimes gets a bad rap, being described as something only needed 
by the weak-minded. The truth is, everyone practices faith! You have faith in 

 2. The Father and Son are not two different “gods,” but are one God. The Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit are the three persons of the one triune God. See the Appendix on the 
Triune God in volume one for further elaboration.
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the food you eat and the air you breathe. You even put faith in drivers that 
you have never met, trusting that they will not cross those strips of yellow 
paint on the road as you fly past each other only a few feet apart. Faith is a 
part of our everyday lives. The most important faith questions we need to 
ask are, in what or in whom do we place our faith for our eternal destiny and 
how much faith do we need?

I could put lots and lots of faith in a rickety old chair to hold me; however, 
my faith won’t determine whether the rickety old chair will hold me. I could 
put very little faith in a rock-solid chair to hold my weight, but my little faith 
won’t change the fact that the sturdy chair has no problem holding me up. You 
see, it is not the amount of faith, it is the object of our faith that matters.

In what are you placing your faith? Good works? Religion? Science? 
A church? A pastor? A spouse? The Bible teaches us that there is only one 
thing in which we can put our trust to have salvation — the death, burial, 
and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. If you are putting your trust in 
anything other than Jesus Christ, then you need to repent. That word means 
“to change your mind.” You need to change your mind about what you place 
your trust in for salvation. Your faith must be in Christ alone.

If you have never put your trust in Jesus Christ, forsaking your sin and 
turning to the one who died on the Cross and rose again to provide the way 
of salvation for you, then I invite you to do that today. My friends Matt and 
Sherry wrote a poem as a prayer for people who desire a relationship with 
God. While there are no magic words to communicate your heart to God 
that you are sorry for your sin and are seeking His forgiveness, you could 
make this poem your simple prayer for salvation.

Jesus, You died upon the Cross and rose again to save the lost.
Forgive me now of all my sin; come be my Savior, Lord, and 

friend.
Take my life and make it new, and help me, Lord, to live for 

you.

The Bible says in Romans 10:13 that “whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” That’s a promise from the Creator of the universe. His 
promise is not based on our emotions or feelings, our good works or bad. 
Salvation is based on the object of our faith, the perfect, infinite, and eternal 
Jesus Christ.
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The God of the universe loves you and desires to have a relationship 
with you. He wants to give your life true purpose and joy. The gospel really 
is simple.

Admit that you are a sinner who has come short of the glory of 
God, and because of your sin, you deserve to be punished.

Believe that Jesus Christ died, was buried, and rose triumphantly 
over death and sin, paying the punishment for you on the 
Cross.

Call upon the Lord Jesus. Repent of your sin and of trusting 
anything but Christ alone for salvation and you can be saved 
from eternal destruction and be assured of a home in heaven 
forever.

Our Authority Is the Bible — God’s Word

No other world religion has a book of such miraculous power. No other 
book offers you a loving relationship with a God who loves you enough 
to let His only Son die for you. No other world religion has a resurrected 
Savior who came back from death to prove He alone knows what happens 
after death. Trust Jesus Christ and begin your God-quest journey with your 
Creator today!
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