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Prayer: 

Night and day we pray earnestly for you, asking God to let us see you again to fill the gaps in 

your faith.  May God our Father and our Lord Jesus bring us to you very soon. And may the 

Lord make your love for one another and for all people grow and overflow, just as our love 

for you overflows. May he, as a result, make your hearts strong, blameless, and holy as you 

stand before God our Father when our Lord Jesus comes again with all his holy people. 

Amen. 1 Thessalonians 3:10-12 

Discussion Starter 

What are some examples of organizational scaffolding you have experienced in the past? 

(Structures put in place to secure and protect the organization that kept people from seeing 

the purpose of the organization.) 

Sermon Summary 

Organizations are often attracted to the obsolete, to things that should have worked but did 

not, to things that were once productive but no longer are. Then something happens - 

something unpredictable and unwelcome - that forces us to re-examine our assumptions, 

methods and goals. It’s a moment that calls us forward, from Jerusalem to Antioch, and if 

we go God will meet us there with new power and new opportunities. I believe our church is 

in an Antioch moment that calls for us to establish new presence in the community, outside 

these walls.   

Sermon Review Questions 

• What are some of the ways we try to “protect or preserve” the church that keep us 

from responding to Antioch moments? What is someone of “scaffolding” of the church 

that we might need to tear down so that people can see and experience the claims of 

the gospel? 

• Identify some of the “Antiochs” in our community. Where do you see God at work 

outside of “Jerusalem” (the church) and what is happening there? 

• What are some ways you can bring the claims of the gospel into the places you spend 

your time during the week? 
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Transformation Questions 

1. What do you think God is saying to you? 

2. What is keeping you from doing this? 

3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 

4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 

Habit 

Each morning look through your schedule for the day and pray about ways you can bring the 

claims of the gospel into each appointment, meeting, or activity. Pray that God would give 

you the grace to take ownership of those spaces for the sake of the gospel. 

Quote 

“God’s presence is not always obvious. He requires witnesses. God comes humbly in Christ. 
He so loves us, he never imposes himself on us. Instead he comes to us, to be with us, and in 
that presence he reveals himself. In his presence there is forgiveness, reconciliation, 
healing, transformation, patience, and, best of all, love. In his presence he renews all 
things. Presence is how God works. But he requires a people tending to his presence to make 
his presence visible for all to see.” 

David Fitch 
Faithful Presence 


