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Prayer: 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in 

knowledge and understanding. For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you 

may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled 

with the fruit of your salvation – the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ 

– for this will bring much glory and praise to God.   Philippians 1:9-11 

Discussion Starter 

• Think of the people you trust when they give a promise. What are they like? Why do 

you trust their promise? 

• What is true of the people you don’t trust to keep a promise? 
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Sermon Summary 

In an age of skepticism, the greatest threat is not that we might believe something that isn’t 

true but that we might not believe something that is true.  When God makes a promise, it’s 

already true.  And the threat is that we might not believe it because we haven’t seen it 

yet.  So we cast vision instead, which is good and noble but it’s far less than a promise.  A 

vision is a self-generated image of a desired future.  By chasing our vision we become slaves 

to an audience, an outcome, a hunger, a standard or to hard work and we call on God to 

help us.  Again, this is all good and well except that God is not obligated to our vision like 

He’s obligated to His promises.  Visions are all within our reach and usually within our 

lifetime.  They’re the result of dreaming, of planning and executing.  But promises are the 

result of listening, believing, and waiting.  Sometimes we even take a promise (“a son will 

come from your own body,” Gen. 15:4) and cover it with a vision (“perhaps I can raise a 

family thru her,” Gen. 16:2), and soon forget the promise entirely.  We end up working FOR 

God instead of WITH him.  When God makes a promise it takes a long time to fulfill but it’s 

good “to you and your descendants.”  It’s bigger, simpler and more satisfying than anything 

we’re trying to do.  It’s the difference between Isaac and Ishmael.  

   

Sermon Review Questions 

• What has God promised you, long ago, that you need to hear again? 

• How have you, perhaps, taken over by hurrying it or by manipulating others to help 
you?  How have you settled for Ishmael? How have you turned a promise into your 
vision? 

• What would it take for you to believe God’s promise? 

• What can we do to “wait” better?  

Transformation Questions 

1. What do you think God is saying to you? 

2. What is keeping you from doing this? 

3. If you were to do it, what might be a good first step? 

4. Who will you tell? Or who will you ask to help you? 

Habit 

If you have heard a clear promise from God in the past, write it out and place it in places of 

prominence. Read and remember the promise every day, letting that promise guide your 

thoughts as you think through your day. 
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If you haven’t heard a clear promise from God, read the Scripture each day listening 

carefully for God. Don’t force a promise. Instead, patiently listen for God’s promise each 

day. 

Quote 

“What folly to fear to be too entirely God’s! It is to fear to be too happy. It is to fear 
to love God’s will in all things. It is to fear to have too much courage in the crosses which 
are inevitable, too much comfort in God’s love, and too much detachment from the passions 
which make us miserable. 

“There would be only this difference, that instead of being devoured by our pride, by 
our overbearing passions, and by the malicious criticism of the world, we shall act instead 
with liberty, courage, and hope in God. Confidence will animate us.” 

Francois Fenelon, Christian Perfection 


