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STONES OF GRACE 
 
But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, 
son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger 
of the Lord burned against the people of Israel.  

Joshua 7:1 
 
And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two 
or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they 
are few.”  So about three thousand men went up there from the people. 

Joshua 7:3-4a 
 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? Israel has sinned; they 
have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted 
things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 

Joshua 7:10-11 
 
There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them. 

Joshua 8:35 
 

Three Spiritual Failures That End in Defeat 
 
1. We develop an OVERCONFIDENCE in SELF.  

 
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to 
them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. And they returned 
to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three 
thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are 
few.” 

Joshua 7:2-3 
 

• When self-confidence replaces God-confidence, SIN replaces SUCCESS.  
• God always gives His BEST to those who leave the CHOICE up to Him. 

 
 
2. We UNDERESTIMATE the power of PRAYER.  

 
Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord until 
the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 

Joshua 7:6 
 

• When we underestimate the power of prayer, we settle for LESS than God’s BEST. 
 
 
 
 



3. We are DISOBEDIENT to the WORD OF GOD. 
 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? Israel has sinned; they 
have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 

Joshua 7:10-11 
 

• The Bible guides us with ENCOURAGEMENT and INSTRUCTION.  
 

And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men 
with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, 
his city, and his land. And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. 
Only its spoil and its livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against 
the city, behind it.” 

Joshua 8:1-2 
 

• When our hearts are centered on the WORD [Jesus], the battle is already WON. 
 

At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal,  just as Moses 
the servant of the Lord had commanded the people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the 
Law of Moses, “an altar of uncut stones, upon which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And 
they offered on it burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed peace offerings.  And there, in the 
presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he 
had written. 

Joshua 8:30-32 
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 

Romans 8:1-2 
 

You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read 
by all. And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 
 
 
 


