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THE POWER OF PREPARATION 
 
Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard 
how the Lord had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed over, their hearts 
melted in fear and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites. 
 
At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” So Joshua 
made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. Now this is why he did so: All 
those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military age—died in the desert on the way after leaving 
Egypt. All the people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the desert during 
the journey from Egypt had not. The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until all 
the men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed the Lord. 
For the Lord had sworn to them that they would not see the land that he had solemnly promised their 
fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. So he raised up their sons in their place, and 
these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not been 
circumcised on the way.   
 
And after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they 
were healed. Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from 
you.”  So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. On the evening of the fourteenth day of the 
month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover.  
 
The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread 
and roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no 
longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan.  
 
Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 
drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
“Neither,” He replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell 
facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his 
servant?” The commander of the Lord's army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

Joshua 5:1-15 (NIV)  
  
v It’s about getting our HEARTS RIGHT... We need a prepared HEART. 

At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” 
Joshua 5:2 (NIV) 

 
1. Abraham was given this COMMAND by God to show their COMMITMENT to God. 

You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.                                                          
Genesis 17:11 (NIV)   

 
2. This covenant ritual represents a willingness to TOTALLY TRUST God.      

In Jesus you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ.   
                            

Colossians 2:11 
 

Ø Key Truth: It’s not as much about DOING for God as it is about BEING for God. 



The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you 
may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

Deuteronomy 30:6 (NIV)   
 
v It’s about making sure our WORSHIP is right... We need a prepared SOUL. 

On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of 
Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 

Joshua 5:10 (NIV) 
 

 
1. The Passover is a REMINDER of God SAVING His people from Eqypt. 

 
 

2. The Passover REVEALS God’s future SALVATION through Jesus at the cross. 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.  

Ephesians 2:13 (NIV)   
 

Ø Key Truth: Who or What we WORSHIP is a clear picture into our SOULS. 
 
v We recognize God as our PROVIDER, which gives us a prepared STRENGTH. 

The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened 
bread and roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there 
was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan. Now 
when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn 
sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua 
fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for 
his servant?” The commander of the Lord's army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.                                      

Joshua 5:11-15 (NIV)   
 

1.   Understand this truth: “Where God GUIDES, He PROVIDES”.       
And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need 
and plenty left over to share with others. 

2 Corinthians 9:8 
 

2.   Victory is not from our personal STRENGTH, but our personal SURRENDER. 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds. 

2 Corinthians 10:4 (NIV)   
 

Ø Key Truth: When you find your STRENGTH in Jesus, watch the WALLS FALL. 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  

John 16:33 (NIV) 


