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STEPPING OUT BY FAITH 
 
Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to 
the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. After three days the officers 
went throughout the camp, giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you 
are to move out from your positions and follow it. Then you will know which way to 
go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about a 
thousand yards between you and the ark; do not go near it.” Joshua told the people, 
“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 

Joshua 3:1-5 (NIV)   
 
v We have to decide WHO or WHAT we will FOLLOW. 
 

…“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests, 
who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow 
it. Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way 
before. But keep a distance of about a thousand yards between you and the ark; 
do not go near it.” Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow 
the Lord will do amazing things among.” 

Joshua 3:3-5 (NIV) 
 

1. They had to make sure they allowed God to LEAD THEM. 
 

2. They had to understand their DEPENDENCE on GOD. 
 

Ø Key Truth: The Choice of who you follow determines your ETERNITY. 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 
 
v We have to be willing to STEP OUT in FAITH as we learn to trust in God. 

 
Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 
amazing things among you.” Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the 
covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of 
them. And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of 
all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. Tell the 
priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the 
Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.’” Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come 
here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. This is how you will know that 
the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. See, 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead 



of you... And as soon as the priests who carry the Ark of the Lord--the Lord of all 
the earth--set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off 
and stand up in a heap.” 

Joshua 3:5-13 (NIV)   
 
      1.   As they LOOKED BACK they saw GOD’S HAND reminding them of His love. 

 
2. As they LOOKED AHEAD, remembering GOD’S LOVE, they fully trusted Him. 

 
Ø Key Truth: We are not called to just believe, but to TRANSFER OWNERSHIP. 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives 
in me. 

 Galatians 2:20 ESV 
 
v Last, we need to set up REMINDERS that God is the PRIORITY in our life. 
 

“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them 
to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the 
priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place 
where you stay tonight.” So Joshua called together the twelve men he had 
appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, “Go over 
before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is 
to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 
Israelites, to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask 
you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut 
off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the 
people of Israel forever.” 

Joshua 4:2-7 (NIV)   
 

1.   The Israelites built a 12 STONE ALTAR to remind them of God’s PROVISION. 
 

2.   The Israelites established GILGAL as their BASE of OPERATIONS. 
 

Ø Key Truth: When we put Christ in FIRST PLACE, everything else begins to 
make sense. 
“...and He will give you all you need from day to day if you live for Him and 
make the Kingdom of God your primary concern.” 

Matthew 6:33 
 


