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RAHAB: A FAITH NOT HELD BACK BY FEAR
THE POINT: Faith acts when others are paralyzed by fear.
THE PASSAGE: Joshua 2:1-4a, 8-14; 6:22-25 (CSB)
DATE: August 30, 2026

GETTING STARTED
What is your fondest memory of celebrating Independence Day? What did you typically do growing up? What do you do now?
Life Connection
Every July 4th, Americans celebrate Independence Day. On that day in 1776, the original thirteen colonies ratified the Declaration of Independence. This act declared their independence from Great Britain and was, in fact, a declaration of war. If the United States of America lost this war to the most powerful nation on earth, the signers of this historic declaration would lose everything, including their lives. 
Each signature on the Declaration of Independence represented its owner’s faith in their cause. The Founders’ commitment to America’s liberty was no longer an intellectual argument; action had been taken. Would they be heroes or traitors? After a long and expensive struggle, many Founders and their fellow Americans became heroes. Their legacy is based upon their actions for the cause of freedom. 
Background
Rahab faced a similar dilemma. Would she remain loyal to the city of Jericho and its leaders, or would she act upon her new-found faith in God and His Hebrew people? This story teaches us that genuine faith in God requires immediate action because there is no time for fear.
GUIDE: Call attention to The Point: Faith acts when others are paralyzed by fear. 
STUDY THE BIBLE

READ: JOSHUA 2:1-4a

1 Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two men as spies from the Acacia Grove, saying, “Go and scout the land, especially Jericho.” So they left, and they came to the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelite men have come here tonight to investigate the land.” 3 Then the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab and said, “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, for they came to investigate the entire land.” 4a But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them.
Recap: Joshua knew what it was like to be a spy. Moses picked him as one of twelve spies who had secretly entered the land of promise forty years earlier. His fellow spies and the nation had rejected his faith in God. Now, as commander, he ordered two men to spy on the city of Jericho. The men ended their journey in Jericho at the house of Rahab, a prostitute. 
GUIDE: Use the commentary for these verses to describe the city of Jericho.
Recap: It doesn’t appear that Rahab hesitated for one second; she hid the spies. Why did Rahab hide the spies? It would have been easier to turn them in. She crossed a line, and she could never go back. Her rebellion revealed her faith in the God she had only heard about in stories. Some considered her actions heroic; others might consider them traitorous. But her faith in God would become legendary.  
Readers of the book of Joshua know Rahab’s story and how it ends. But let’s back up a minute. Did she do the right thing? As we will see, her desire to protect her family and her newfound faith in God demanded that she hide 
the spies.  
DISCUSS: How do we determine when it’s time to obey God rather than man?
What are some things that help you stand up to cultural pressure?

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): Use the “Straw and Nail” visual aid to help the group consider how our faith makes us strong.
In advance, bring a plastic drinking straw and a large nail. Demonstrate that applying pressure to the straw will cause it to bend but the nail remains straight when you apply pressure and attempt to bend it. 
Say: “The obvious difference between these two objects is what they are made of: the straw is made of plastic, and the nail is made of metal. In the same way the metal kept the nail from bending to pressure, our faith can keep us from bending in the face of cultural pressure.”
Transition: Faith calls us to do what is right even in the face of cultural pressure. In the next verses, we see that faith acts even in the face of fear.
READ: JOSHUA 2:8-14
8 Before the men fell asleep, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and everyone who lives in the land is panicking because of you. 10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings you completely destroyed across the Jordan. 11 When we heard this, we lost heart, and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below. 12 Now please swear to me by the Lord that you will also show kindness to my father’s family, because I showed kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father, mother, brothers, sisters, and all who belong to them, and save us from death.” 14 The men answered her, “We will give our lives for yours. If you don’t report our mission, we will show kindness and faithfulness to you when the Lord gives us the land.”

Rahab was the first to speak, and this is the summary of her intelligence report:  
· Their Lord had already given Jericho to Israel. 
· Terror and panic had filled the hearts of the people of Jericho. 
· God had divided the Red Sea and destroyed two Amorite kings. 
· Everyone in Jericho had lost heart, and their courage failed. 
Discuss: Why are Christians still affected by earthly fear even when we know God is with us?
Recap: The spies could have seen Rahab as a threat and eliminated her as such. These faithful men, however, listened to Rahab’s request for them to take an oath to protect her and her family from certain death. The men agreed to her demands only because she had shown kindness to them by not reporting their mission to her king. The spies offered their own lives as a promissory note for the safety of Rahab and her family. 
Discuss: In what ways has your faith helped you overcome fear?
When have you seen someone act in faith even in the face of fear?
ACTIVITY: Do the “Faith over Fear” exercise to help the group apply this important lesson.
Faith Over Fear. Fear causes many Christians today to be silent in their communities. 
Take a few minutes to respond to one of the excuses below for failing to share our faith. Ask them which one resonates with them the most and why.
· I am not an eloquent enough speaker. 
· I would just make it awkward. 
· Evangelizing is the pastor’s job. 
· I don’t have the right to tell them that what they believe is wrong.
Transition: In the next verses, we see that when we act in faith, others benefit.
READ: JOSHUA 6:22-25
22 Joshua said to the two men who had scouted the land, “Go to the prostitute’s house and bring the woman out of there, and all who are with her, just as you swore to her.” 23 So the young men who had scouted went in and brought out Rahab and her father, mother, brothers, and all who belonged to her. They brought out her whole family and settled them outside the camp of Israel. 24 They burned the city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. 25 However, Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her father’s family, and all who belonged to her, because she hid the messengers Joshua had sent to spy on Jericho, and she still lives in Israel today.
Recap: It’s always easier to make promises than to keep them, but Joshua was no ordinary man. It was time for Joshua to keep the promise made to Rahab by his two spies. He and his men had faith in the only true and living God who Himself kept His promises. Joshua and his people would honor God and keep their word to this woman who had shown them kindness. Rahab confessed to the spies that God had given Israel the land of Jericho and the surrounding territory. Rahab’s family witnessed the walls of their great city falling. They heard the horrible sounds of battle and the eerie silence of defeat.  
ASK: Has God ever caused “a wall” to fall down in your life? What happened?

Stories about God’s faithfulness would continue to be shared about His people entering the land of promise. Consider the impact of Rahab’s faith in God: 
· Rahab’s life before faith in the Lord. A prostitute doomed with the citizens of Jericho.
· Rahab’s life after faith in the Lord. She had faith in the Lord God of Israel, the spies, and Joshua. Her family witnessed God’s faithfulness to Rahab. Rahab’s faith delivered her and her family from certain death.
· Rahab’s faith in the Lord impacts people beyond her lifetime. Rahab is in the ancestry of Jesus (Matt. 1:5); she’s an example within the Hall of Faith for welcoming the spies in peace (Heb. 11:31); and she is recognized for her works of receiving the spies (Jas. 2:25). 
Discuss: What do you appreciate about God’s work in Rahab’s life?
When have you seen someone make an unpopular decision that turned out to be right?

GUIDE: Refer back to The Point for this session: Faith acts when others are paralyzed by fear. 
RESPONSE
Imagine. Your faith may be new but imagine having a strong faith like Rahab. Think of one thing in your life that would be different if you had stronger faith. What could you accomplish? 
Plan. Faith demands action. Your life may not be in danger like Rahab’s life, but each small step of faith will prepare you to take more giant steps as your faith grows. What can you do today that will make progress toward the one thing you considered above? Make a plan. 
Share. As your faith grows and you take bigger steps, people will notice. What will their reaction be regarding your growing faith? It will impact your family, friends, and even the world. Choose someone with whom you can share your faith journey. Pray for this person before sharing your faith. 
PRAY: Thank God for helping us overcome fear with faith. Ask God to use us to inspire others to faithful living.
COMMENTARY
Joshua 2:1-4a 
Connection to The Point: Rahab courageously hid the Israelite spies, defying her king’s command.
Joshua son of Nun (v. 1). The author of the book of Joshua refers to Joshua as only “Joshua” in about 140 verses. Meanwhile, he refers to the leader as “Joshua son of Nun” only ten times. Most of the time, as is the case here, the author used Joshua’s full name to indicate a major plot movement in the narrative of the account that he was relating. In this case, the author was signaling the significance of both a place and a person. The city of Jericho would serve as a prominent place in the narrative of the book of Joshua. Meanwhile, the character of Rahab would serve not only as a significant person in the storyline of the book of Joshua but also throughout the Bible as a whole.
Sent two men as spies (v. 1). Like Moses before him, Joshua sent spies to spy out the promised land. Joshua had been one of the spies Moses sent, and he had seen how good the land was. But forty years had passed since Joshua had seen the lay of the land and much could have changed. In the previous instance, Moses had sent out twelve spies but only two, Joshua and Caleb, demonstrated faith in the promise of God that He would deliver the land into the hands of His people. Joshua only sent two spies this time, and both would be found to be faithful. 
Jericho (v. 1). Jericho was the first city the Hebrew spies encountered as they entered the land of promise from the land of Moab. Jericho was a tactical refuge situated near a vital crossing point of the Jordan River. From the city of Jericho, there were three pathways into the mountains in the center portion of the promised land. From Jericho, Joshua and the people of Israel would be able to wage military campaigns to both the north and the south of the promised land.
The house of a prostitute (v. 1). There are a few different interpretations as to the nature of this house. First, it is possible that the house was exactly as it sounds—the house of a prostitute. Hosea the prophet was called to pursue and marry Gomer, a prostitute, so there is biblical warrant for the idea that God is willing to work His will even among the most scandalous and sinful of professions. Second, it is possible that the house where Rahab lived was more like an inn or a tavern which included, though not exclusively, the housing of prostitutes. James, the brother of Jesus, was not ashamed or shy about referring to Rahab as a prostitute—even as he used her as an example of faith being accompanied by works (Jas. 2:25-26). Rahab herself would play a somewhat surprising role in the New Testament. In the Gospel of Matthew, Rahab is one of only a few women who are featured in the genealogy of Jesus (Matt. 1:5). She was also put forward as an example of faith by the writer of Hebrews in what is often referred to as the Hall of Fame of Faith (Heb. 11:31). 
The king of Jericho (v. 2). Historically, mass migration always causes governments, including kings, to be concerned. Even in today’s world, mass migration can lead to economic, political, and safety concerns for any government in the path of the moving throng. Additionally, the king of Jericho would have been concerned about the security of his own land and people due to the reports that he almost certainly had heard about the power of the God of Israel. Just as God had said (Ex. 23:27-31), His mighty acts—including sending plagues upon one of the most powerful nations in the world at the time—had become known around the world, and His power became known to the people in the promised land. The Lord was not only known for sending plagues but also for freeing His people from the bondage of slavery in Egypt. 
Hidden them (v. 4). Hidden translates a word that also means to store up (Ps. 31:19) or to treasure (Job 23:12). Rahab put her faith to work by treasuring the lives of the spies. We will see her confession of faith later in the chapter, but here we see Rahab’s faith in action. Jesus’s brother James used Rahab as his example that saving faith is always accompanied by action: “In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute also justified by works in receiving the messengers and sending them out by a different route? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (Jas. 2:25-26).
Joshua 2:8-14 
Connection to The Point: While those around her lived in fear, Rahab aligned herself with the Israelites and sought their protection.
The Lord has given you this land (v. 9). Rahab was confident the people of Israel would succeed in conquering the land of promise. She, like the other residents of Canaan, had heard all that God had done for the people of Israel. Through His mighty power, God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt. Similar language to terror of you has fallen on us had been used in Exodus 15:15 and 23:27. God’s power is a terror to those who fall under His judgment, but through that same judgment the people of God are saved. 
The Lord your God is God (v. 11). Most people during this time were either polytheists (believing in and worshiping many gods) or henotheists (believing in many gods but primarily worshiping the god of one’s own people). With this statement, Rahab made several amazing proclamations. First, she declared the God of Israel (Yahweh) controlled heaven above and . . . earth below. Canaanites believed different gods were in charge of different parts of heaven and earth. By declaring Yahweh to be the God of these two vast areas, she was confessing He was very powerful. Second, by using Yahweh’s name (Lord), Rahab was expressing faith in Him, not the Canaanite deities who were not really gods at all. Third, by saying heaven above and . . . earth below, Rahab echoed language used in Exodus 20:4 and Deuteronomy 4:39; 5:8—where Yahweh declared His sovereignty and sole worth of worship.
I showed kindness to you (v. 12). Rahab allowed the spies to stay in her house. Additionally, Rahab sent her own countrymen out with erroneous directions when they sought the Israelite spies (v. 5). Hospitality towards travelers and guests was a high value in many countries around the world. However, Rahab’s behavior exceeded all hospitality norms expected of an individual in those cultures. In one sense, Rahab took a huge risk. By defying her king’s order and misleading his men, Rahab put herself and her entire household in danger of incurring the king’s wrath. From another perspective, her behavior was completely rational and came with no risk at all. She had come to know and believe that the God of Israel is the one and only true God, so defying His plan would be foolish. As the martyred missionary Jim Elliot wrote, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
Please swear to me . . .. Give me a sure sign (v. 12). Rahab had confessed faith in Yahweh. She believed He was powerful enough to save her and her family. Her request to the spies was the outworking of her new faith. She was no longer trusting the gods of her family or her people. Instead, she was professing and confessing her faith in the God of Israel alone. She had come to know and believe that Yahweh alone has the power to save, so she publicly declared her allegiance to God through His people—the spies sent into the promised land.
The spies’ response. The Israelite spies responded to Rahab’s confession of faith in God and her request for a sign with a condition. They would ensure she and her family were kept safe when Joshua and the Israelite army came into Canaan as long as she did not report their mission to the authorities of Jericho (v. 14). Her house was built into the wall of the city, so it was easy for her to let the spies out of a window (v. 15). The conditions for Rahab’s safety continued. Not only must she remain silent about their mission, but she also needed to demonstrate faith in their goodwill and power to save her. The Israelite spies told her to do two things. First, she was to hang a scarlet cord from the window of her house 
(v. 18). Second, she was to gather into her house all those whom she wanted to keep safe and keep them there (vv. 18-19). These simple acts of faith would demonstrate that Rahab truly did trust in Yahweh to save her and her family. After leaving Rahab, the two spies returned to Joshua and told him everything that happened while they were in the land.
Joshua 6:22-25 
Connection to The Point: Rahab’s courageous faith led to the rescue of her whole family.
Context. Joshua was preparing to lead the people of God into the land of promise when he encountered a being who looked like a man prepared for battle—complete with his sword drawn. Joshua asked him whose side he was on, and he responded that he was neither for Joshua nor his enemies but was “the commander of the Lord’s army” (5:14). There is some debate as to who this figure was and which army he was referring to when he said that he was its commander. It is possible he was referring to the Israelite army and thus was correcting Joshua’s presumption that he himself was the army’s leader. It is also possible that the man was referring to a heavenly army who would be fighting an invisible war alongside the army that Joshua was leading. In either case, after bowing down before this man, Joshua was told to remove his sandals (v. 15)—just as Moses had been told to do when he encountered God at the burning bush in the wilderness (Ex. 3). Whoever this man was, Joshua dutifully submitted to his power and authority. 
The power of this man and his army is displayed in 
6:1-21. Conventional military movements would have had Joshua and his army attacking the walls of Jericho in order to destroy them. However, Joshua listened to the word of God and followed His instructions. The people of Israel marched around Jericho and trusted the Lord to use His power to bring down the walls of Jericho and thereby deliver the city into their hands. The Lord showed Himself to be faithful and mighty by miraculously bringing down the walls of Jericho and allowing Joshua and his troops to march straight in and capture the city. The Lord’s plans are perfect and following His instructions imperative—even when the instructions are counterintuitive and/or contrary to worldly wisdom. 
All who are with her (v. 22). Joshua was faithful to keep the promises made by the two spies whom he sent to spy out the land. He sent the same two men into Jericho to find Rahab and her family. Once they found Rahab and her family, she and her family were spared the destruction that came upon the rest of the city of Jericho. In this way, Rahab serves as a reminder of the story of Noah. Just as Noah and the other seven who were with him inside the ark were safe, so Rahab and all those with her inside her house were safe. The only way we are saved is by grace through faith in Christ alone. The New Testament sometimes speaks of our salvation as being found in Christ. Paul said that Christians are saved through their identification with Christ in His baptism (Gal. 3:26-27)—which Peter corresponded with the salvation that Noah and his family found in the ark (1 Pet. 3:18-22).
She still lives in Israel today (v. 25). At the time the book of Joshua was written, the writer said that Rahab still lived in Israel. There are a couple possible interpretations to this statement. First, it is possible that Rahab herself was still alive when the book was written—indicating the accounts of the book were written shortly after the events described therein. Second, it is also possible that the author was referring to Rahab’s descendants who were still living in Israel at the time—thus maintaining her legacy. 
Rahab’s faithfulness to the Lord is rewarded. Rahab’s faithfulness was rewarded not only in her lifetime but beyond her lifetime. First, in the Gospels, Rahab appears as one of only a few women in the ancestry of Jesus (Matt. 1:5). In addition to being one of the only women, she is also one of the only Gentiles in the list. Second, Rahab also appears in the “Hall of Faith” in the letter to the Hebrews (Heb. 11:31). There, Rahab’s actions are put forward as an example of faith being the “reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen” (v. 1). Finally, Rahab’s actions serve as an example of works accompanying one’s faith: “In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute also justified by works in receiving the messengers and sending them out by a different route? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (Jas. 2:25-26). Taken together, the New Testament presents this Gentile woman as an example of faith not only to the early church made up mainly of Jewish believers but also to the worldwide church today, that will one day be made up of some from “every nation, tribe, people, and language” (Rev. 7:9).
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