FIAST & 8 SECUND

SOLDIERS FOR CHRIST

BIG IDEA: The life of the Christian requires perseverance and a singular focus on the mission.
DATE: Wednesday, November 5 and Sunday, November 9, 2025

SCRIPTURE: 2 Timothy 2:1-7; 20-26

OPENING QUESTION

Have you ever joined a team, enrolled in a class, or started a new job and quickly realized,
“This isn’t for mel” What did you do? Did you stick it out or change your plans?

In today’s section of Paul's letter, he is clear in telling Timothy that the life of a Christian minister is
not for the faint of heart. He goes on to stress exactly what will be required of those who “enlist” in
God'’s army and choose this path. Paul uses four illustrations to make his point - a teacher, a
soldier, an athlete and a farmer.

SETTING THE STAGE

Paul opens this next section of his letter with instructions for Timothy to “endure hardship as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2:3). Paul approached his ministry in the same way a soldier
approached a battlefield. He knew that effective tactics, hard work, and endurance amid
struggles were necessary to secure the victory. Spiritually speaking, there were no gains
without pains . . . no crowns without crosses. Persevering through trials leads to success.

Paul wants Timothy to embrace this truth and not avoid the challenges that are in his particular
“battlefield.” As one of Jesus’ loyal soldiers, Timothy had to understand what he was facing and
looked to Christ for his strength. Much as in Paul's previous letter, he draws on imagery from the
oppressive Roman Empire to make his point. Roman soldiers would threaten to punish any citizen
who did not follow the emperor’'s decrees. Those in the first-century world well understood they
were under Rome's authority.

However, as Paul notes, soldiers of Christ are different. They are also under the authority of a ruler,
and they must be ready at all times to obey the orders of their King, but they have been given a
different mission and follow different orders. Most apparent among the differences is that while
the Roman soldiers would regularly inflict suffering on others, soldiers of Jesus will regularly
receive and bear suffering from others because of their loyalty to Jesus.

This idea of enduring hardship as a good soldier of Christ is a hard reality for many of us to grasp.
Religion is often considered a private matter that should not impinge on civil affairs. Yet for Paul
and Timothy, serving Jesus was the focus of their lives, and it took all the strength and grace that
God could provide to achieve that mission. It involves standing up for the gospel, even when that
meant going against the world. The same is required of each of us today . . . and the sooner we
grasp that fact, the sooner we will find ourselves able to persevere for Christ no matter what
circumstances we face.



STUDY THE BIBLE

2 Timothy 2:1-7; 20-26 (NLT)

Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in Christ Jesus. 2 You
have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach
these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others. 3 Endure
suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 Soldiers don't get tied up in the
affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them. > And athletes
cannot win the prize unless they follow the rules. ® And hardworking farmers should be the first
to enjoy the fruit of their labor. 7 Think about what | am saying. The Lord will help you
understand all these things.

20|n a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood
and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for
everyday use. 21 If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your
life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work. 22 Run
from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love,
and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.

23 Again | say, don't get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. 24 A servant
of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with
difficult people. 2> Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those
people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. 26 Then they will come to their senses and escape
from the devil's trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants.

DISCUSSION

TEACH THESE TRUTHS: 2 Timothy 2:1-7
SHARE: Paul wants Timothy to understand that he will likewise suffer for Christ in his ministry.

ASK: What three instructions does Paul give to Timothy that will help him go through such trying
times? (verses 1-3)

SHARE: Our mission is to be teachers who communicate the truth (see verse 2). Paul saw Timothy
as a link in the chain of the continuation of the gospel message. He said to him, in effect, “Just as |
have received my message from Christ, and as you have received that message from me, you are
to take it to faithful people who, in turn, will teach it to others.”

ASK: What good is a teacher if they do not communicate truth?

What can a soldier teach us about staying focused on our mission?

We are to be soldiers who fight spiritual battles Military personnel operate under a strict chain of
command. The soldier doesn't act merely to please himself or follow popular opinion; he serves at
the direction of his commanding officer. Paul wants the discipline of the military to find its way
into Timothy's life. He wants Timothy to be able to endure difficulty and to have the intensity and
diligence to pursue the goals of his commander... even when it involves hardships.



What about an athlete? We are to be athletes who train for the prize. Athletes such as Olympians
may spend years training to meet a singular goal. Winning the prize means they aren’t only in
superb condition but also understand exactly what it takes to come first in the competition. When
a Greek runner finished first in the Olympiad, the judges would determine whether he had run that
race according to the rules. If he had, they would then award the prize. Paul is telling Timothy, in
effect, "Keep the rules of discipline - the rules that apply to everyone who serves Christ.”

A farmer? We are to be farmers who sow the seeds of the gospel. Farmers do not just go out,
throw the seed randomly on the ground, and then come back a few months later and hope to see
a crop. Rather, they invest themselves in realizing a good harvest. They toil in season and out of
season, trusting that what he planted will come to fruition at the proper time. Farmers are willing
to do this even when no one is watching, for they know that one day the fruit of their laborers will
be known to all when the crop is harvested.

What insight did Paul give Timothy that can increase your focus on the mission?

» Meditation on Scripture increases understanding. Read slowly over a passage repeatedly. Seek to
memorize a verse or a phrase to reflect on throughout your day.

« Suffering and endurance are part of the Christian life, but we can lean on God for His guidance
and grace.

What helps you remain focused on Christ’'s mission, especially during difficult days?

BE VESSELS FOR GOD'S USE: 2 Timothy 2:20-26

ASK: Do you have a set of “good dishes” or certain items you only bring out for special occasions?
What are they? What makes them special?

Vessels of gold and silver and vessels of wood and clay all have their purposes in the home.
However, as Paul notes here, some purposes are more noble than others. Why is it important for
believers to be cleansed from dishonorable purposes? (verses 20-21)

One of the best ways to make ourselves useful to God is to recognize the things that have lasting
value in our lives and choose to pursue those things. What does Paul say that we are to flee? What
does Paul say we should pursue instead? (verses 22-26) How do you practically live that out? Note
that these verses use strong action words “flee” and “pursue” that paint a picture of moving away
from something and toward something else.

Why is it important for a servant of God to possess a gentle spirit, an ability to teach, patience,
humility, and a willingness to correct false doctrine? (verses 23-26) Which of these do you do well?
Which are growing areas for you? What would it look like to possess one quality without another?
How do they go together?

As you think about your focus on the mission Jesus has called you to do you need to:

Be more like a good teacher who is committed to teaching the truth?

Be more like a focused soldier and put aside distractions so you can focus on the mission?
Be more like a winning athlete and not disqualify yourself from the mission?

Be more like a hardworking farmer patiently working and waiting for the success of the
mission?
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Excerpted from 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus: The Way to Live and Lead for Christ” by Dr. David Jeremiah. Peachtree Publishing Services:
Copyright 2020.



COMMENTARY

FUTURE FOCUSED (VERSES 1-2)

We can become discouraged when our focus shifts from Christ to our circumstances. Using the
word then to link his previous comments, Paul moved Timothy's attention back to the Lord.
Regardless of the difficulty of his situation, the young pastor could move ahead in his ministry with
the proper focus.

First, Paul wanted to reinforce his personal affection for Timothy. By referring to him as my son, Paul
reminded Timothy of their long-standing relationship. While Paul did not lead Timothy to Christ, he
had mentored Timothy throughout their journeys together. Second, Paul encouraged Timothy to be
strong. At the same time, he affirmed that the strength needed was not in himself, but in grace.
Finally, Paul reminded Timothy that the grace that sustains is found in Christ Jesus.

Having identified the power for ministry, Paul quickly moved to the purpose of ministry. Timothy
needed to do more than to remain faithful or even to proclaim the gospel to others. Just as Paul was
about to pass off the scene and hand over this work to men he had trained, Timothy needed to do
the same.

The message Timothy had heard from Paul needed to be propagated. Timothy not only had learned
the truth in private conversations with Paul, he had observed it publicly in the presence of many
witnesses. Paul was not ashamed of the gospel, and he wanted Timothy to share in bold ministry of
the Word.

One day Timothy would come to the end of his work. Preparing for that inevitability, he needed to
take what he had learned from Paul and pass it along to reliable men. Not only should Timothy
preach to and teach the church as a whole, he also would seek out certain men who could be
counted on to continue this vital mission. He chose them according to their faithfulness as
evidenced by their participation in the gospel ministry.

Timothy was to entrust the gospel to these trustworthy leaders. The term translated entrust carries
the idea of making a deposit. In the same way Paul had invested himself in Timothy, Timothy was to
entrust the gospel ministry to others who would also be qualified to teach others. What many
writers have called “spiritual multiplication” can also be understood as the ongoing process of
disciplemaking.

Faithful believers invest in the lives of future church leaders. We are always one generation from a
totally atheistic world unless we continue not only to witness for Christ but also to train the next
generation of Christians. We can never be satisfied with current success but must remain focused
on the future of Christ’s church.

MISSION FOCUSED (VERSES 3-7)
Paul identified three images as symbols of the Christian life: the faithful soldier, the disciplined

athlete, and the hardworking farmer. He wanted Timothy to consider the lessons to be learned from
these occupations and apply them to his life.



Paul did not offer gentle platitudes to comfort Timothy in the midst of opposition at his church.
Suffering was part of the normal Christian experience. Jesus warned His disciples that just as the
world hated Him, even so they would experience rejection and worse for His sake. (See Matt. 10:21-
25.) Like Timothy, we cannot escape suffering but must embrace it as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

The image of a soldier was familiar to the early church. Roman legions were conspicuous in most
large cities like Ephesus. During times of peace, the soldiers’ regimen revolved around training for
their ultimate purpose—warfare. Privations, injury, and even death were part of their lives. Paul urged
Timothy to embrace the role of one who would experience suffering for the sake of Christ. His
conduct and attitude ought to demonstrate the character of a good soldier of Jesus.

A soldier does not become entangled in civilian affairs. Civilians may engage in business, marry and
raise a family, or become involved in other aspects of independent living. A soldier, however, has a
different focus. He tries to please his commanding officer.

A good soldier genuinely wants to fulfill the expectations of his superior. He does not merely follow
the letter of commands but endeavors to honor the intentions of his commander. In the same way,
believers should not be distracted by the pursuit of personal pleasure but remain committed to
pleasing God.

A second metaphor for faithful Christian service is the athlete. Two assumptions about athletic
participants involve their willingness to prepare and their desire to compete. Victory was recognized
by being receiving the victor’s crown, usually with a circlet of laurel wreaths. However, no athlete
receives recognition unless he competes according to the rules. A uniform set of criteria guides the
competition. All participants must follow these procedures or be disqualified. Similarly, Scripture is
the standard by which all Christian endeavor is judged.

Moving to the third metaphor, Paul emphasized the spiritual compensation of the Christian servant.
Any farmer who succeeds in producing crops has to be hardworking. Lazy laborers do not make
good agricultural workers. In Paul's day, preparing a field involved pushing a plow behind an animal.
Planting usually meant spreading seed by hand. Dealing with weeds and insects required diligence
throughout the long months between planting and harvest. Even after a year of backbreaking work,
a single week of bad weather can wipe out the year’s crop. Consequently, the farmer should be the
first to receive a share of the produce. Similarly, people who are diligent in service to Christ receive
spiritual blessings.

Paul urged Timothy to reflect on what he had said. The term reflect on involved reflection. Spiritual
understanding does not come from human intellect. Paul was confident that the Lord would give
Timothy insight. By trusting God's leadership Timothy could understand how to apply the truth of
the gospel in his life and ministry, even in the face of opposition.

THE VESSEL (VERSES 20-22)

In this illustration, Paul described a “great house,” which is the professing church. The foundation of
the house is safe and secure because God's seal is on it. (In the Bible a seal is a mark of ownership
and security. No one would dare break a Roman seal.)

This great house not only has a solid foundation that is sealed, but it also has vessels utensils of
various kinds for performing household functions. Paul divides the utensils into two categories:
those of honor (gold and silver) and those of dishonor (wood and clay.) He is not distinguishing



between kinds of Christians but rather is making a distinction between true teachers of the Word
and the false teacher he described. The faithful pastor is like a gold or silver vessel that brings honor
to Jesus Christ. The head of a house displays his costliest and most beautiful utensils and gets honor
from them. False teachers are not valuable; they are like wooden clay. They are utensils to dishonor,
no matter how popular they may be today. Wood and clay will not survive the test of fire. It is worth
noting that the name Timothy comes from two Greek words which together mean “God-honoring.”
Paul was encouraging Timothy to live up to his name!

The important thing is that the honorable vessels not be contaminated by the dishonorable ones.
Paul is admonishing Timothy to separate himself from false teachers. If he does then God will honor
him, set him apart, and equip him for service. A useful human vessel of honor does not get involved
in the popular things of the world, even the “religious world.” He must remain holy, and this means
he must be separated from everything that would defile him. For God to be able to use us as vessels,
we must be empty, clean, and available. He will take us and fill us and use us for His glory. But if we
are filled with sin or defiled by disobedience, He will first have to purge us; and that might not be an
enjoyable experience. In the “great house” of the professing church, there are true believers and
false. We must exercise spiritual discernment and be careful that we are vessels sanctified unto
honor.

THE SERVANT (VERSES 23-26)

“Servant” is the Greek word dolous which means “slave.” So Paul called himself “a slave of Christ.” A
slave had no will of his own; he was totally under the command of his master. Once, we Christians
were the slaves of sin, but now we are the slaves of God. God's slave does not have an easy time
teaching the Word. Satan opposes him and tries to trap his listeners. Also, some people are just
naturally difficult to teach. They enjoy “foolish and stupid arguments” and have no desire to feed on
the nourishing Word of God. Until you have experienced them, you have no idea how difficult it is to
impart spiritual truth to some people.

How easy it would be to ignore them! But then Satan would get them. Paul admonished Timothy to
avoid the arguments that create strifes, but not to ignore the people. He must not argue or fight. He
must be patient and gentle, teaching the Word of God in meekness. It is not enough was to expose
error and refute it; We must also teach positive truths and establish the saints and faith.

A servant of God must instruct those who oppose him, for this is the only way he can rescue them
from Satan'’s captivity. Satan is a liar. He captures people by his lying promises, as he did Eve. A
servant’s purpose is not to win arguments but to win souls. He wants to see deceived people
brought to repentance and the acknowledging of the truth.

The word recover in verse 26 describes a man coming out of a drunken stupor. Satan makes people
drunk with his lies, and the servant's task is to sober them up and rescue them. The last phrase in
verse 26 can be interpreted three ways: (1) they are delivered from the snare of the devil who took
them captive to do his will; (2) they are taken captive by God's servant to do God's will; (3) they are
delivered out of the snare of the devil, who took them captive, to do God's will. (Wiersbe prefers the
third interpretation.)

As you survey the aspects of the work of the ministry, you can see how important and how
demanding a work it is. The ministry is no place for a loafer because it demands discipline and work.
It is no place for a shirker because there are enemies to fight and tasks to be completed. Church
members need to pray for their pastors and encourage them in the work of the Lord. Church leaders
should faithfully do their work so that the pastors can devote themselves to their own ministry.
Churches should provide enough financial support for the ministers so that they can fully devote



themselves to the work of the ministry. In other words, ministers and members should labor
together in the work of the Lord.

“The Bible Exposition Commentary, Volume 2" by Warren W. Wiersbe. Victor Books: Copyright 1989.
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