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Identical twin sisters Ophira and Tali 

Edut, known as The AstroTwins, are 

professional astrologers who reach 

millions worldwide with their spot-on 

predictions.

Through their website, Astrostyle.

com, Ophira and Tali help “bring 

the stars down to earth” with their 

unique, lifestyle-based approach to 

astrology. They are also the official 

astrologers for ELLE magazine and MindBodyGreen and have written columns for 

Refinery29. The sisters have read charts for celebrities including Beyoncé, Stevie 

Wonder, Karlie Kloss and  Emma Roberts. 

Ophira and Tali have authored many books, including AstroStyle, Love Zodiac, 

Shoestrology and Momstrology (their #1 Amazon best-selling astrological parenting 

guide) and their own brand imprint horoscope books and ebooks, including their 

popular annual horoscope guides.
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Get free daily, weekly, month-
ly horoscopes and more 
at www.astrostyle.com

@ASTROTWINS
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter for daily updates

Deepen your chart-reading 
skills with our video course, 
Astrology Fundamentals.

Learn to interpret charts  and 
gain skills for forecasting, 
compatibility, career and more!

www.astrostyle.com/astrology-fundamentals
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Step 1. Get online and do a free birth chart on our website: 
http://astrostyle.com/free--chart/

You’ll need your time, date and place of birth for this. If 
you don’t know your time of birth, use 12:00 noon.

Step 2. Print it out and keep it handy!

Step 3 (optional). Return later and obsessively start 
doing the charts of everyone you’ve ever dated, hated,
worked for, whatever. Caution: this can get addictive.

READY, SET, GO! Do Your Chart

The astrological chart (or natal chart) is a map based on your 
time, date and place of birth. It shows where all the planets were 
positioned when you were born. You can use it to get a strong 
sense of how you’ll be in relationships, what career path is good 
for you, where things come easily and where you’ll be challenged 
to grow. We think of it as your soul’s roadmap to the adventure 
of life!  

The chart is like a “screen shot” of where the planets were in 
relation to the Earth at your time of birth. Said another way, in 
the center of the zodiac wheel is you, and all around you are the 
planets, and moon  in their orbit (plus the Sun) from your van-
tage point on Earth. Hey, when it comes to your chart, you get to 
be the center of the universe! Doesn’t it feel good to be that every 
now and then?!

We like to think of the chart as your “factory settings.” Just like 
you can take a computer or smartphone out of the box and cus-
tomize it with your favorite apps, screensavers and backgrounds, 
so too can you personalize your own life with a spectrum of 
choices. While your “operating system” may always be Gemini or 
Capricorn, no two people (or well-used laptops) are ever really 
the same.

The Birth Chart: What Is It?
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Your astrological chart is comprised of the following three elements:

1. PLANETS — The Parts of Your Nature
The planets were all visiting specific zodiac signs when you were born. Each one is associated with 
a different facet of your nature. For example, Jupiter shows where you’re lucky, Saturn reveals your 
challenges, Mercury determines your communication style, Venus tells your romantic and aesthetic 
style. If this were a movie, the planets would be the actors.

2. ZODIAC SIGNS — What Are You Like?
The zodiac begins in the spring with Aries, which is the first sign, and travels through to Pisces, the 
last sign. In the chart, the zodiac signs are at specific degrees, from 0º to 29º. The zodiac signs give 
the planets their “personality” and reveal how you’ll adapt to life’s circumstances. If this were a movie, 
the zodiac signs would be the roles played by the actors (planets) or the costumes they wear.

 
3. HOUSES — The Areas of Your Life/The “Stage”
The 12 houses of the zodiac all represent different parts of life. The houses are where the planets 
“live” and act out their dramas. Houses show where the action takes place. For example, the tenth 
house rules career, so planets there will influence your professional trajectory. The seventh house 
rules partnerships, so planets there will shape how you deal with interpersonal affair.  If this were a 
movie, the houses would be the sets and stages upon which scenes were acted out.

Planet Symbols (Glyphs) 

PLANET + ZODIAC SIGN + HOUSE

The Chart: A 3-Part Puzzle

Zodiac Sign Symbols(Glyphs) 12 Houses
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PLANETS

The Planets: Parts of Your Nature

PLANET WHAT IT INFLUENCES

Q Sun
The essence of your personality, creativity, the self, ego, identity. The “fuel you 
burn.”

W Moon
Your emotions, inner desires, how you respond/react, your instincts, intuition, 
what you’re sensitive to, the soul. How your nuture and need to be nurtured. 
Creativity. Your “soul tribe.”

Z Rising Sign/
     Ascendant

The image you project to the world, the first impression you make, what you’re 
drawn to, your appearance and personal style.

E Mercury
Your communication style and thought process. How you are with language, 
writing, interacting with others. The way you organize and process information.

R Venus
Who you love, what attracts you, your aesthetic style. Your taste in fashion, 
food and decor. What you magnetize. Your social graces.

T Mars
Your drive, sex appeal, motivation, and passion. Where you’ll take action and 
initiative. How you deal with competition.

Y Jupiter
Where you’re lucky, adventurous, expansive and open. Your enthusiasm and 
risk-taking style. What you’re good at “selling” or promoting.

U Saturn
How you are in a position of authority and with authority figures, structures, 
systems and rules. Where you’re challenged, fearful, self-doubting, have to 
work hard to earn. Things you come by through time, hard lessons, maturity,

I Uranus
Where you’re impulsive, radical, innovative, creative. Where you may rebel 
against convention or rules. Your area of genius.

O Neptune
Your imagination, creativity and intuition. Manifesting, receiving. The “right 
brain” and artistic impulse. Where you’re foggy or unclear, or make sacrifices. 
Where you can be deceived or have a “blind spot.” 

P Pluto
Your relationship with power, money, and sex; the unconscious, old baggage, 
what you project onto others. Your “shadow side.” Transformation and alchemy.

{ North Node Your karmic destiny point, which is your learning curve in this lifetime. The new 
language you must learn, or your “soul school.” The correction to the South 
Node, which is in the opposite sign and rules your past life gifts.

FURTHER READING ON THE PLANETS IN ASTROLOGY
http://astrostyle.com/learn-astrology/planets-and-meanings

http://astrostyle.com/learn-astrology/planets-and-meanings
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PLANETS

Inner + Outer Planets
Inner/Personal Planets
The inner planets are the smaller, rocky 
(terrestrial) planets that are closest to the 
Sun: Mercury, Venus and Mars. In astrol-
ogy, we include the Sun and moon as inner 
“planets,” since we track them in relation 
to our position on earth. The inner plan-
ets move quickly through the zodiac signs, 
which they pass through, one by one, as 
they orbit around the Sun. They are used to 
predict shorter-term trends.

Outer (Generational) 
Planets
The “gas giants”—Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune—are called the outer plan-
ets. Astrologers include Pluto, which is an 
“icy dwarf” in technical terms, as one of the 
outer planets. Since the outer planets can 

take from a year to 15 years to travel through 
a zodiac sign, they are used to predict longer-
term trends and generational influences.

The Asteroids
Astrologers are now tracking the journeys and 
influence of a few key asteroids in our solar sys-
tem. In the Main Asteroid Belt between Mars and 
Jupiter, where there are over 400,000 asteroids! 
Chiron, which is actually a comet, lives in the 
realm between Saturn and Uranus. The asteroids 
most referenced are Ceres (health and nurtur-
ing), Juno (marriage and commitment), Eros 
(sexual desire and creative passion), Sappho 
(friendship and same-sex relationships), Vesta 
(guardian of hearth and home), Pallas (wis-
dom and intuition), Lillith (the “dark moon” or 
“black moon” which shows our dark sides). 



ASTROTWINS: ASTROLOGY CHART 101

7                                 How to Read an Astrology Chart by The AstroTwins ©2018 Mediarology, Inc. All rights reserved.

ZODIAC SIGNS

The Zodiac Signs: The Role You Play

The zodiac signs are like the “costumes” that the planets in your chart wear in the movie of your life—or 
the roles these actors play.

There are 12 zodiac signs, which evolve in a very specific order from Aries (1st) to Pisces (12th). The order of 
the zodiac signs represents the movement from birth (Aries) to elderhood (Pisces); or self (Aries) to spirituality 
(Pisces); or  beginnings (Aries) to endings (Pisces). 

Here is the order of the zodiac (dates are approximate and change yearly):

SIGN  DATES  ELEMENT   ASSOCIATED WITH...  
a Aries:  March 21-April 19 Fire     self, taking initiative, individuality, daring action

s Taurus:  April 20-May 20  Earth     values, material resources, basic routines, security, income 
  
d Gemini:  May 21-June20  Air         communication, siblings, peers, neighborhoods, media

f Cancer:  June 21-July 22  Water          family, the mother, financial security, home, emotonal base

g Leo:   July 23-August 22 Fire         creativity, self-expression, fertility, romance, passion, drama

h Virgo:  August 23-Sept 22 Earth         health, fitness, data, details, analysis, organization, admin

j Libra:  Sept 23-October 22 Air        partnerships, contracts, commitments, harmony with others

k Scorpio:  Oct 23-November 21 Water         sex, shared resources, spirituality, transformation

l Sagittarius: Nov 22-December 21 Fire     wisdom, travel, global ties, publishing, entrepreneurship 
        
z Capricorn:  Dec 22-January 19 Earth         career, the father, structure, long-term goals, public image    

x Aquarius:  January 20-Feb 18 Air      idealism, community, groups, society, technology, teams       

c Pisces:  February 19-March 20 Water         letting go, dreams, imagination, illusion, our “blind spots”

FURTHER READING ON THE ZODIAC SIGNS
http://astrostyle.com/zodiac-signs/

http://astrostyle.com/zodiac-signs/
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ZODIAC SIGNS

What is the zodiac anyway?
Not based on the constellations..
Here’s an interesting bit of clarification between 
astronomy and astrology. The actual constel-
lations have shifted over the ages, but modern 
Western astrology follows a different system 
called the Tropical Zodiac, which uses “artificial” 
constellations. The Tropical Zodiac was created 
in second-century Alexandria by the great math-
ematician and astronomer/astrologer Ptolemy.

Rather than following the movement of the 
visible stars and constellations, Western astrol-
ogy is based on the apparent path of the Sun as 
seen from our vantage point on earth. (We say 
“apparent” because the Earth rotates around the 
Sun, obvi.)

The zodiac is like a “belt” or hula 
hoop around the Earth.
Within that circular (actually, elliptical) path—
the Tropical zodiac—astrologers have carved 
out 12 static zones (like 12 equal pieces of a 
pie). The word zodiac actually means “zoo” or 
“animal circle” since most of the signs have an 
animal likeness (lions, crabs, bulls, goats...)

Zodiac signs coincide with the 
seasons, not the stars.
Astrologers track the Sun’s (and other planets’) 
movements against these zones. Sowing a little 
confusion, Ptolemy named each zodiac zone 

after 12 of the 88 known constellations (which 
have shifted—but that has no effect on your zodiac 
sign!). As the Sun passes through each zone for 
about 30 days, we experience a zodiac sign cycle 
(e.g., Aries season, Libra season, Cancer season).

Since the Tropical Zodiac is fixed, it’s not affected 
by shifts in the Earth’s axis. It begins every year 
with the Sun entering the Aries portion of the 
zodiac band, which is based on the position of the 
Sun at the spring equinox on March 21. The sum-
mer solstice coincides with the Sun’s alignment to 
the Tropic of Cancer on June 21, and the winter 
solstice happens when the Sun hits the Tropic of 
Capricorn on or around December 21.

This is why there’s no 13th sign and your zodiac 
sign remains the same, no matter what. So take 
that, Bill Nye and all the other “science-guy” skep-
tics who gleefully think they’re debunking astrol-
ogy when, well, they’re not. Horoscope haters, step 
to the left!

How we would see 
the zodiac signs 

from earth.
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HOW THE ZODIAC WORKS*
*according to rhyming unicorns

You at your moment of birth

Lying at the center of the Earth

Looking up at the sky

As the planets pass you by

You: The center of your chart

The Zodiac + Passing Planets

Earth

You
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THE CHART: A 3-RING CIRCUS

The chart is a “3-ring circus” that 
we’ll learn to interpret part by part. 

This is Oprah Winfrey’s birth chart, 
which we’ll use as an example. 

In this lesson, we’ll work only with 
the middle ring, which is where the 
3-Part Puzzle takes place.

What am I looking at exactly?

Put a Ring On It:
MIDDLE RING:  3-Part Puzzle
The 3-Part Puzzle. Depicts the planets and also 
shows the zodiac signs and houses they were in at 
your time of birth. 

OUTER RING: The Zodiac
The 12 zodiac signs and their position in the sky 
relative to the Earth’s eastern horizon (what would 
be 9:00 on a clock) at your moment of birth. 

Western astrology divides the sky into 12 equal 
30-degree segments (12 X 30º = a complete 360º 
circle), which are each assigned to a zodiac sign. 
The little “ruler” marks each represent one of the 
30 degrees of that sign. (We’ll explore this later, so 
don’t worry if it sounds too technical now!)

INNER RING: Aspects
Those funny lines are called “aspects,” and they 
show the angles formed between the planets in 
your chart. This is much more advanced astrology.

The 3-Part Puzzle

Aspects

Zodiac Signs
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

OPRAHCORN

Zodiac Sign:

closest to the 
center of
the wheel

Iin this example, 

the zodiac sign is 

Gemini d

Jupiter (Y) 
is in Gemini (d)

IN OPRAH’S CHART

Planet:

closest to the 
outside of
the wheel

In this example, 

the planet is 

Jupiter Y
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The 12 Houses: Where the Action Happens

HOUSES

Note: To accurately determine the 
houses in a chart, you must know your 
time of birth.

The 12 houses begin at what would be 9:00 on a 
clock and rotate counter-clockwise around there. 
The sign that touches the “cusp” or beginning of 
your first house is called your ascendant or rising 
sign. (Learn more about the ascendant here.)

Each house is like a “room” or a “stage” that 
represents a different area of your life—home, the 
office, career, relationships, friendships.

When planets are in those houses, they bring 
their specific energy to that part of your life. For 
example, having Mercury, the planet of com-
munication, in your second house of work could 
indicate a career in media. 

This is further modified by the zodiac sign that 
Mercury is in. If Mercury is in secretive Scorpio, 
you could be a behind-the-scenes investigative 
journalist. If Mercury’s in talkative Gemini, you 
might be an on-camera commentator or market-
ing wizard.

When no planets are in a house, it’s like a blank 
canvas or empty room. While you may con-
sciously have to go into that room to turn on 
the lights, it can also be a relief. Like people, the 
planets can be exhausting with their demands. 
An empty house is like a little secret antecham-
ber you get to decorate yourself, with no outside 
input from a meddling planet!

How the houses really look in a chart, using the Placidus 
system of chart interpretation (most commonly used in 
Western astrology). The farther from the equator you’re 
born, the more the houses in your chart will differ in size.

The houses begin at 9:00 with the first house 
and rotate around counterclockwise.

http://astrostyle.com/learn-astrology/rising-sign/
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The 12 Houses + What They Represent

HOUSES

FURTHER READING ON THE 12 HOUSES
http://astrostyle.com/learn-astrology/the-12-zodiac-houses/

http://astrostyle.com/learn-astrology/the-12-zodiac-houses/


ASTROTWINS: ASTROLOGY CHART 101

14                                 How to Read an Astrology Chart by The AstroTwins ©2018 Mediarology, Inc. All rights reserved.

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER
Zodiac Sign:

closest to the 
center of
the wheel

Iin this example, 

the zodiac sign is 

Gemini d

Jupiter (Y) 
is in Gemini (d)
IN THE SIXTH HOUSE

Planet:

closest to the 
outside of
the wheel

In this example, 

the planet is 

Jupiter Y

House:

In this example, 

Jupiter Y is in 

the sixth house

THE 3-PART PUZZLE IN ACTION
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THE RISING SIGN

HOUSES
(inner 
wheel)

ZODIAC
SIGNS

(outer wheel)

1st HOUSE:
THE CHART 
BEGINS

The intersection of 
the zodiac sign 
(in the outer ring) and 
the 1st house 
“borderline” 
(Madonna pun!) 
determines your 
ascendant, or
rising sign. 

This is the
starting point of the
astrological chart.
The houses proceed 
counter-clockwise
from here.
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Although images often depict the zodiac signs (inner 
ring) and houses (middle ring) as being the same size, it 
doesn’t work that way. 

While the zodiac signs/outer ring is always divided into 
even 30-degree segments, the houses can be wildly 
different sizes. In fact, there are over 30 different house 
“systems” used by astrologers today. Most computer-
generated charts today use the Placidus system, where 
the difference in house size gets more and more ex-
treme as the latitude of birthplace increases.

So why do the signs always remain equal in size? The 
signs are measured by the ecliptic, the apparent path of 
the earth around the Sun. They do not correspond with 
the constellations, which have shifted over time.

Why don’t the houses and zodiac signs line up?

SAME BIRTHDAY, 2 PLACES:

BORN NEAR THE EQUATOR
Chart of a person born in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. The houses are fairly 
equal in size.

BORN FAR FROM THE EQUATOR
Chart of a person born in Norawy. The 
houses vary in size. (Notice house 6 
and 12 are significantly smaller than the 
others, and houses 4 and 10 are much 
larger.
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My Sun Q is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Moon W is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Mercury E is in  _____________________________   in the __________ house.

My Venus R is in  _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Mars T is in   _____________________________ in the __________ house.

My Jupiter Y is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Saturn U is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Uranus I is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Neptune O is in _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My Pluto P is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

My North Node { is in _____________________________  in the __________ house.

YOUR 3-PART PUZZLEWORKSHEET

Look at your chart and fill out what sign each planet is in.  

Example: My Sun is in Sagittarius. My Mercury is in Scorpio.
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Now that you’ve mapped out your planets in their signs and houses, let’s do a little in-depth interpretation.
This activity helps you put together a more intimate self-portrait. Feel free to practice on others’ charts, too!

INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Fill out the worksheets on the following pages for each planet in your chart.

• Pull from the key phrases on the next page—experiment with combinations until one feels right. 

Case Study: Oprah

Oprah’s Sun Q is in  Aquarius       

I express myself through  groups, humanitarian projects, TV   
____ _______ ___ _________   _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _   

    PLANET KEYPHRASE     ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   

Oprah’s Moon W is in     Sagittarius       

I need      enthusiasm, big ideas, a global stage  
____ _______ ___ __    _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    

    PLANET KEYPHRASE     ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   

Oprah’s Saturn U is in     Scorpio        

I’m a leader in    transformation, wealth    
____ _______ ___ __    _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    

    PLANET KEYPHRASE     ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   

 

Exercise: Interpreting Planets + Signs 
in the 3-Part Puzzle
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Worksheet: Interpret Your 3-Part Puzzle
Pull from the Keyphrases sheet to fill in the blanks below.

SUN

My Sun Q is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

MOON

My Moon W is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

MERCURY

My Mercury E is in  _____________________________   in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

VENUS

My Venus R is in  _____________________________  in the __________ house

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

MARS

My Mars T is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE
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JUPITER

My Jupiter Y is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

SATURN

My Saturn U is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

URANUS

My Uranus I is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

NEPTUNE

My Neptune O is in _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __

    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

PLUTO

My Pluto P is in   _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE

NORTH NODE

My North Node { is in _____________________________  in the __________ house.

____ _______ ___ __  _______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _    _______ _______ ___ ________ __
    PLANET KEYPHRASE   ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE   HOUSE KEYPHRASE 



opt ional  sec t ion  for

ADVANCED
LEARNING
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THE 4 ELEMENTS
FIRE, EARTH, AIR + WATER

Each zodiac sign is one of four elements: fire, 
earth, air or water.

Fire Signs are the creative initiators
Aries, Leo, Sagittarius

Earth Signs are the builders 
Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn

Air Signs are talkers + idea people
Gemini, Libra, Aquarius

Water Signs are the nurturers
Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces

It’s likely that you have a mix of the four ele-
ments in your chart, although some people only 
have one or two in their charts. If, for example, 
you are missing water, you might have to work 
harder to develop your emotions.

Count Your Elements: 
Count the elements in your chart. Do you have 
an imbalance of elements or are they fairly even? 
Is one element dominant? 

_______ # of planets in fire signs  
(Aries, Leo, Sagittarius)

_______ # of planets in earth signs 
(Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn)

_______ # of planets in air signs  
(Gemini, Libra, Aquarius)

_______ # of planets in water signs 
(Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces)

THE 3 QUALITIES
CARDINAL, MUTABLE + FIXED

The zodiac is also divided into three “qualities,” 
called the quadruplicities—cardinal, mutable and 
fixed. The qualities reveal: What role do you play on 
a team? Are you a starter, a doer, or a finisher? The 
zodiac signs are categorized into qualities that can 
determine this. 

Cardinal Signs: The Initiators
Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn
Cardinal Signs are the initiator and leaders. They 
take charge and get a mission off the ground. Born 
Alphas, they like to be large and in charge.

Fixed Signs: The Get-’Er-Done Crew
Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius
Fixed Signs are the builders and workerbees. They 
have the “sticktuitiveness” to take the job to the 
finish line. They are resilient but can be resistant to 
change.

Mutable Signs: The Adapters
Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces
Mutable Signs are the travelers and ambassadors. 
Flexible and changeable, they like variety and can 
adapt to new circumstances quickly. Mutable signs 
are the “bridge” between new ideas and time-tested 
traditions.

Count the Qualities in Your Chart:

_______ # of planets in cardinal signs
(Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn)

_______ # of planets in fixed signs
(Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius)

_______ # of planets in mutable signs
(Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces)

FURTHER READING: www.astrostyle.com/astro-ayurveda

http://www.astrostyle.com/astro-ayurveda
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The 7 Chart Shapes
The placement of the planets at your time of birth form a 
shape or pattern. Astrologer Marc Edmund Jones identified 
seven major chart shapes, and what each of them means.

Seesaw: The planets are bunched into two opposing 
groups, like a bowtie.You may feel pulled in two contrast-
ing directions; your life theme may be about learning 
compromise, being a mediator, or balancing oppositions in 
yourself.

Bowl: All of the planets occupy half of the horoscope wheel (i.e., they are in 6 of the 12 houses). You may 
feel like “something is missing” and seek partners or experiences who balance you out.

Bucket: All except one of the planets occupy half of the horoscope wheel. The lone planet across the wheel is 
the bucket “handle” and it’s especially emphasized as a life theme. 

Splash: The planets are splashed all throughout the horoscope wheel. You have diverse interests, but can be 
easily scattered. You may need to work hard to prevent being a “jack of all trades, master of none.”

Bundle: The planets are tightly bunched into no more than four of the zodiac’s houses. You may have ex-
treme focus on one part of life. While you can accomplish a lot, you can also become obsessive, concentrat-
ing only one small area of your potential and ignoring the rest. You may need to be pulled out of your “cave” 
by friends!

Locomotive: The planets occupy only 2/3 of the entire chart (they’re in 9 of the 12 houses). The remaining 
1/3 of the chart can be an unexpressed area—or, you may need to work harder to pay attention to this area. 
Locomotive people like to leave their stamp on the world. 

Splay: The planets are tightly concentrated in a few different segments of the chart. You may have several 
strong interests or areas of strength. For example, a chart splayed in the 7th house of relationships and the 
10th house of career could indicate a person who’s successful in both her work and love life.

WORKSHEET: What shape is your chart?

I have a  ________________________________ shaped chart.

(Note: you might also note which houses the planets are concentrated in.)

Additional Reflection/Notes:

_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ 

_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ 

_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ 

_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ 
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Zodiac sign:
closest to the center of 

the wheel

Planet:
closest to the 

outside of
the wheel

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
Venus (R) is in Leo (g)

at 1º degree & 8 minutes in Madonna’s 6th house

  1
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    1
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       8          7         

1

2 3
4

5

6HOUSES
(inner 
wheel)

MADONNA’S 
ASCENDANT:
13ª AQUARIUS
By counting the little 
tick marks (degrees) 
where the first house 
cusp intersects the zo-
diac wheel, we see that 
Madonna’s ascendant 
is at 13º Aquarius.

Degrees of the zodiac sign
Indicated by the number 

between the planet & sign 
glyphs, with a degree (º) 
symbol. Shows where the 
planet was in its journey 

DEGREES & MINUTES OF THE PLANETS
“Minutes” of the degree

A much smaller measurement, used for 
an even more detailed measurement of 
the planets’ progress through the signs. 
It makes a bigger difference with slow-
moving outer planets. Pluto can take 

months to move a minute.

MEASURE THE PLANETS’ JOURNEY

As the planets progress 
through each 30-degree 
segment of the zodiac 
wheel, astrology has a 
system for measuring 
their journeys.


