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 In my defense, however, I am not alone with this dilemma. 
St. Augustine was also puzzled by the mystery of time. “What is 
time?” he wondered in his Confessions. “If no one asks me, I 
know, but if someone wants me to explain what it is, I cannot do 
it.” Albert Einstein did explain time and concluded that it was 
relative, that a second is not necessarily a second. In his Special 
Theory of Relativity, he assessed that time flows faster or slower 
depending on where I stand and how fast I am traveling. It flows 
slowly when I sit, goes faster when I ride my bike, and flies when 
I’m on an airplane.  
 Since I am not as good a theologian as St. Augustine and 
not as smart as the famous Swiss patent clerk, I’ll stick with the 
Bible. From reading the text, I learned several things. I learned 
that time is created (Genesis) and impermanent (“the grass 
withers and the flower fades” – Isaiah). It is unpredictable (“of the 
time or the hour, nobody knows – Mark) and immeasurable (can 
anyone add a single hour to their life? – Matthew).  
 I also learned that, therefore, eternity is not simply 
endless time, like a clock ticking on forever without ever winding 
down. Rather, eternity is the flipside of time. In other words, it is 
the constant love and faithfulness of God. God created time 
(Genesis) and only God is permanent (“the word of the Lord 
stands forever” – Isaiah). God is the only one who knows when 
Christ will return (Mark) and God sustains us in life, in death, and 
beyond (“if we live, we live to the Lord and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to God” – Romans). 
Perhaps the most beautiful expression of all this is expressed in 
Psalm 139. 
 I want to invite all of us in this Advent season, as we wait 
once again for our Lord’s coming, to use “our” time wisely, and to 
ask ourselves: “What time is it?” 
  

 Blessings, 
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Join us for 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunday, December 24 

  

� 10:00 a.m.: Sunday Worship  

� 4:30 p.m.: Family Service  
(Come early!) 

The children’s choirs lead an informal, 
interactive service, ideal for children, 
families and the young at heart. Music 
by the Chorister and Carol Choirs, 
GenRev Ringers. Childcare provided in 
the Nursery for children 3 years and 
younger. 
 

� 7:00 p.m.: Candlelight Service 
The Rev. Dr. Mark Thomas preaches, 
with music from the Carillon Ringers 
and the Youth Choir, featuring fresh 
arrangements of beloved Christmas 
carols. The service concludes with all 
singing Silent Night by candlelight. 
Childcare provided in the Nursery for 
children 3 years and younger. 
  

� 9:40 p.m.: A Nativity Concert 
featuring soloists, string quartet, flute 
and organ, featuring inspiring music 
from around the world. 
  

� 10:00 p.m.: Candlelight 
Communion Service 

The Rev. Dr. Mark Thomas preaches, 
with anthems by the Chancel Choir, 
with String Quartet, and Karen Kanakis 
singing O Holy Night. The service 
concludes with all singing Silent Night 
by candlelight. No childcare. 
  

  
Sunday, December 31 

� 10:00 a.m.: Service of Lessons 
and Carols – No Good Shepherd, so 
plan to enjoy the music with your 
children! Childcare provided in the 
Nursery for children 2 years and 
younger. 
 

The church will be closed 
Monday, December 25 &  
Tuesday, December 26. 
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CALENDAR 

 An extended calendar 
is available at www.laduechapel.org 

 

Thursday, December 14 

 7:00 pm Lee Institute Board Library 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Choir Rm 

Friday, December 15 

 7:00  am Food Bank Service Bldg 

Saturday, December 16 

 9:30 am Chancel Choir Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 17 

 8:15  am Infant Care Nursery 

 8:30  am Worship Sanctuary 

 9:45 am All-Age Advent 

   Sunday School FH 

 11:00  am Worship Sanctuary 

 4:00 pm Carillon Ringers Choir Rm 

 5:30 pm Youth Group FH 

Monday, December 18 

 7:00  am Food Bank Service Bldg 

 9:30 am DGHIGJKL IV Leutwiler 

 1:30 pm Kindermusik Choir Rm 

 4:00 pm Children’s Snack FH-N 

 4:15 pm Route 345 Youth Rm 

 4:15 pm Chorister Choir Choir Rm 

 5:00 pm Carol Choir Choir Rm 

 5:45 pm GenRev Ringers Choir Rm 

Tuesday, December 19 

 9:15 am Staff Calendar Mtg Leutwiler 

 9:30 am Mailing Angels Gulick 

 9:30  am Program Staff Mtg Staff CR 

 10:30  am WA Bandages  FH-N 

 10:30 am WA Mary Circle Bickel 

 12:00 pm WA Brown Bag Lunch  

    Leutwiler 

 1:00  pm Women’s Study Grp Library 

 4:00 pm Property Committee  Bickel 

Wednesday, December 20 

 8:00  am Men’s Bible Study Leutwiler 

 12:00 pm Staff Lunch FH 

 5:30 pm WOW Dinner FH 

 6:15 pm Taizé Worship FH 

 7:00 pm Session Bickel 

 7:00 pm Stewardship Mtg Leutwiler 

 7:15 pm Adult Education Mtg Library 

Thursday, December 21 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Choir Rm 
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The church is closed Monday, 

December 25 & Tuesday, December 

26 for the Christmas Holiday.

Cares & Concerns 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Sally Higgins 
 

If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a hospitalization, please call 
the church office at 993-4771 ext 0 or speak to one of the pastors. We are available to offer 

a ministry of care, compassion, and prayer in times of need. 
 

We offer our Christian loave and sympathy to Peggy Drummond on the 
death of her husband, Robert “Bob” Drummond, who died and entered 
the Church Triumphant on December 8. Arrangements are pending. We 
have established a memorial in Bob’s name. Gifts may be made to the 
Ladue Chapel Bob Drummond Memorial.  

Fast Forward 

2018 Pictorial Directory 

In honor of our 75th anniversary, we’re putting together a new member 
directory but we can’t do it without you. Sign up online today at 
laduechapel.org/2018-directory/, in the Gathering Place on Sunday 
mornings or called the church office at 314-993-4771 ext 3102 to 
reserve your photo session. 

End of Year Giving Deadline 

The end of 2017 is approaching very quickly. Soon we will be 
celebrating the anniversary of the birth of Christ. It is a great time to 
take an inventory of what we experienced in the past year and give 
gratitude for all of the things God has blessed us with. One way we 
express our gratitude is by honoring our pledges to support the 
ministry of Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church. We ask that you bring 
any outstanding pledges up to date prior to the close of business on 
Thursday, December 28. If you need to check on your account please 
call Suzanne at 314-993-4771. If you are satisfying your pledge 
balance for 2017 with a stock transaction we ask that you initiate the 
stock transaction no later than Friday, December 22 which will give 
us time to process the transaction in the 2017 Fiscal year. We thank 
for your faithful and generous support of Ladue Chapel Presbyterian 
Church. We are truly grateful. May God fill your Christmas Season 
with Joy and Peace!     
                                  – Tom Sargent, Church Business Administrator 

Sanctuary Audio Update 

After considerable effort, investment, anguish and system testing, our 
Audio System in the Sanctuary has been rewired and recalibrated. It 
has been performing without any flaws and sounds crisp and clear. 
The T-Coil (hearing aid assist) system has also been repaired as is 
working well. Please make sure you follow the instructions and put 
your hearing aid on the correct frequency to take advantage of this 
system. Thank you very much for your patience and understanding.  

Bridge Bread 

On Sunday, December 17, Ladue Chapel will have Bridge Bread baked 
goods (bread, brownies, sweet rolls, and bagels) for sale in the 
Gathering Place after worship. Ladue Chapel is joining together with 60 
area churches and supporting the work of Bridge Bread by selling their 
baked goods. 
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Christmas Joy Offering 

Advent is a time of anticipation and promise, of 
thanksgiving and celebration. Every year, we pour 
out our gratitude by giving to the Christmas Joy 
Offering which provides critical financial assistance 
to church leaders in need and supports 
opportunities for future leaders at 
Presbyterian racial ethnic schools. Our 
offering will be dedicated in worship 
on December 17. Please make 
checks payable to Ladue Chapel 
with “Joy Offering” on the memo 
line. If you have any questions, 
call the church office at 314-993-

4771 ext 0. 

2018 Women’s Retreat 
The Women's Retreat will be January 
26-27, 2018 at Marianist Retreat 
Center. This year, we welcome Rev. Dr. 
Lauren Winner, professor of Christian Spirituality 
at Duke Divinity. She will come to dig into her 
recent book: "Wearing God." Drawing on 
contemporary movies, anthropologists' musings, 
and the writings of medieval mystics, she asks 
what it might mean to take seriously the idea that 
God is, say, clothing. How might interpret one of 
the many biblical passages that invites us to think 
of God as clothing? What kinds of prayer 
possibilities open up when we think of God as 
clothing—as a cardigan sweater, a fancy tulle 
dress? Come join us in this fashionable and 
faithful exploration! If you have any questions, 
contact Anastassia Sharpe at 
asharpe@laduechapel.org.  To register, call the 
church office at 314-993-4771 ext 3109, fill out a 
form found in the Gathering Place accompanied 
with a check, or go online to laduechapel.org/
connect/adult-fellowship/womens-fellowship/.  

Men’s Retreat 
Men's Retreat is January 12-13, 
2018 at Marianist Retreat 

center.  Rev. Mark Thomas will 
speak after dinner on Friday evening 

and Rev. Dr. David Greenhaw, President 
of Eden Seminary and Professor of 

Preaching & Worship, will join us on Saturday 
morning after breakfast. Cost for the full retreat is 
$125 and Saturday only is $62. To register, call the 
church office at 314-993-4771 ext 0 or go online 
laduechapel.org/connect/adult-fellowship/mens-

fellowship/. Contact Carl Martinson at 314-567-

4734 if you have any questions.  

  

DINNER, FELLOWSHIP, 
MUSIC, AND WORSHIP 

WOW! 
  

Drop in on Wednesdays for dinner between  
5:30-6:15 pm Fellowship Hall. 

  

Dinner will be 

catered by Carolyn’s. 
  

Worship to follow at 6:15 pm. 
  

Bring A Friend! 
  

Cost 
Adults $10 

Students (10-17) $5 

Children (under 9) are free 

  

Please RSVP at 314-993-4771 ext 0. 
  

December 20, 2017 

  

Getting a Start on the Holidays 

Pork loin with stuffing and gravy, mashed potatoes, 
salad with cranberries and pears, rolls, pies 

  
Taizé Worship will be led by Rev. Mark 

Thomas in the Fireside Room. 

Your gifts to Ladue Chapel 
support the Deacons who share 
the Lord’s care with others. This 
Christmas, the Deacons will 
deliver more than 50 poinsettias, 

a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem, to homebound 
members to share the advent season with our 
church family. 
 

For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage. 

~Matthew 2:2 

Donations to the Christmas Flower 
and Musicians Fund 

To make a donation, go online at 
www.laduechapel.org/give/ by Thursday, December 
14. Thank you for your generosity! 



 

Sunday, December 17 

Worship Services 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

 

Scriptures 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or 
Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-

24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

Music Ministry 

At both services, the Chancel Choir, 
soloists and orchestra will present 
“The First Nowell” by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams.  Other music will include his 
Fantasia on “Greensleeves” and the 
“Sans Day Carol” by John Rutter.  
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Sunday, December 24 

See inside for details! 

Chili Lunch & Talent Show!Chili Lunch & Talent Show!Chili Lunch & Talent Show!Chili Lunch & Talent Show! 
Sunday, January 28 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
Come join the Carillon Ringers and Youth for a chili lunch and talent 
show! It will be a great afternoon of food, fellowship, and fantastic 
talent. Cost for lunch is $5 for ages 10 & older, free for ages 0-9. RSVP 
online at laduechapel.org/connect/, on Sunday morning in the 
Gathering Place, or buy your ticket at the door! 

All Age Advent Sunday School 
December 17, 2017 in the Fireside room, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

Whether you're 2 or 92, all ages are welcome as we talk about waiting 
during the season of Advent. Join us as we take a look at the 
Christmas story through fresh eyes!  


