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Ash Wednesday
February 14

Soup Supper
5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Costs
Adults - $10
Children 3-12 y.o. - $5
Children 2 y.o.

RSVP by noon on
Friday, February 9,
to 314-993-4771 ext 0.

Worship
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
It's a wonderful and meaningful
way to begin your Lenten journey
with Christ.

LADUE CHAPEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) · ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

We’ve all known them, Christians, that
is, who have spiritual gravitas, or what
another has described as a weighty soul.
They are individuals who not only take their
faith seriously, but who have been in the
trenches of life enough, and survived, to be a
guide to, and a comfort to others. They
aren’t perfect or prissy, but also not deeply
flawed or rough. They are just real people,
who see their lives, the lives of others, and
the world through the eyes of faith.
There are lots of them in the Bible. Abraham and Sarah,
Jacob, Moses, David, Esther and Ruth, to name a few. In the
New Testament there are the Disciples, Paul, and Priscilla. Like
a battered weather vane whose paint has flaked off, and whose
surface has been dented by a few hail storms, they still point
toward Jesus Christ as the savior of the world no matter which
way the wind blows.
Of course no one had, or has more gravitas than Jesus,
who always points us toward God and toward our neighbor. It’s
why we follow him. He has the words of life.
I’ve always understood Jesus to be like a window, who is
transparent for God but in whom we also see a reflection of
ourselves. I suspect that those with spiritual gravitas approach
the same transparency. We see ourselves in them, but we also
see God through them, and the more we see both, the more
gravitas we afford them.
Some think you have to have been wounded and a little
banged up to have spiritual gravitas. While I think that helps, I
also think it’s secondary. Jesus had gravitas before he was
wounded, even though he had even more gravitas after his death
and resurrection. But certainly wounds handled with faith help
verify the truth of the transparency of a person’s witness. When
the tempest tosses them and the waves of life crash upon them,
they still point faithfully to God.
So, is spiritual gravitas a gift that God gives us, or is it
something that we achieve? I think the inescapable answer to
that question is “yes.”
I’ll see you weighty souls in church!
Faithfully yours,

Because there is one bread, we
who are many are one body, for
we all partake of the one bread.
~1 Corinthians 10:17
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Mission Accomplished!
The congregation rose to the challenge and doubled the number of
Clean Up Buckets that we assembled Sunday, January 21 after the late
service. For the past four years we have made 120 buckets, but this
year we doubled the number to 240! The hard work of the Mission
Committee in shopping for the contents and organizing the assembly
process did not go unnoticed. We received many compliments on the
efficiency of the “layout” of the assembly process. Even with double the
number, we completed filling the buckets in under an hour. It seems the
youth like a challenge and make somewhat of a competition out of filling
the buckets.
The following Wednesday, January 24, Ed Kopetz rented a 6’ x 12’ UHaul trailer in order to take the buckets to Charlie Cobaugh’s warehouse
for shipping to Arkansas. The buckets are stored in a Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance warehouse in the Little Rock area, awaiting need.
PDA, among the first responders to natural disasters in the US,
determines where and how many buckets are sent. Last year, 2,017
buckets were distributed to disasters in the US, mostly to flooding
victims after the hurricanes in Texas and Florida, but also to Missouri,
Kansas and Georgia for relief from other flooding, wildfires and a
tornado.
Jim Lamont joined Ed and me to load the trailer. We also loaded the
hygiene kits, over 400, that the youth assembled.
—Steve Nichols

CALENDAR
An extended calendar
is available at www.laduechapel.org
Thursday, February 8
9:30 am Theology Group

Leutwiler

6:30 pm Chapel Ringers

Fireside

7:30 pm Chancel Choir
Friday, February 9
7:00 am Food Bank

Choir Rm
Service Bldg

Saturday, February 10
No Church Events Scheduled
Sunday, February 11
8:15 am Infant Care

Nursery

8:30 am Worship

Sanctuary

9:45 am Adult Education

Various

9:45 am Youth Education Youth Rms
9:45 am Confirmation Class
9:45 am Sunday School

FH
Edu Wing

9:45 am New Member Breakfast
with Session
FH
11:00 am Worship

Sanctuary

12:00 pm Annual Congregation
Meeting
Sanctuary
3:00 pm Organ Recital

Sanctuary

4:00 pm Carillon Ringers

Choir Rm

5:30 pm Youth Group

FH

Monday, February 12
7:00 am Food Bank

Service Bldg

9:30 am DIJKILMN IV

Leutwiler

1:00 pm Women’s Book Club Library
1:30 pm Kindermusik

Choir Rm

4:00 pm Children’s Snack

Bridge Bread
On Sunday, February 25, Ladue Chapel will have Bridge Bread baked
goods (cinnamon rolls, bread, brownies, sweet rolls, and bagels) for
sale in the Gathering Place after worship. Ladue Chapel is joining
together with 60 area churches and supporting the work of Bridge
Bread by selling their baked goods.

Cares & Concerns
Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Carol Johnson
If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a hospitalization, please call
the church office at 993-4771 ext 0 or speak to one of the pastors. We are available to offer
a ministry of care, compassion, and prayer in times of need.

Joys & Celebrations
Congratulations to Alana Jordan and Eric Hiby who married on
January 18 in Nevada.
Congratulations to Claire & Lou Panopoulos for the birth of their
daughter, Zoe Anna Panopoulos, on January 28. Grandparents are
Susan & Denny Wedemeyer.
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FH-N

4:15 pm Route 345

Youth Rm

4:15 pm Chorister Choir

Choir Rm

5:00 pm Carol Choir

Choir Rm

5:45 pm GenRev Ringers

Choir Rm

7:00 pm Mission Committee Leutwiler
Tuesday, February 13
9:30 am Program Staff Mtg Staff CR
9:30 am Mailing Angels

Gulick

10:30 am WA Bandages

FH-N

12:00 pm WA Brown Bag Lunch

FH-N

1:00 pm Women’s Study Grp Library
5:00 pm Stephen Leaders

Bickel

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry

Various

Wednesday, February 14
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study Leutwiler
12:00 pm Grief Support Group Library
5:30 pm Ash Wednesday
Soup Supper
6:15 pm Ash Wednesday
Worship Service
7:00 pm Christian Edu Mtg

FH-N
Sanctuary
Library

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

Staff CR

Thursday, February 15
9:30 am Theology Group

Leutwiler

6:30 pm Chapel Ringers

Fireside
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The Session has called the Annual Congregational Meeting immediately following the
11:00 a.m. service on February 11 to receive the Annual Report for 2017 and to approve
2018 Terms of Call for the Pastors. Please plan to attend. Copies of the Annual Report are
available in the Narthex and at the Welcome Center in the Gathering Place.

Adult Education

March dates now available!

For Sunday, February 11
Choose from these classes:
 An Overview of the Hydrologic Cycle and its
Relevance to Man (Fireside Room) presenter –
Robert Criss
 Christian Pilgrimage (Gulick Room) - presenter Edie Tashma
 Skills for Biblical Interpretation (Leutwiler Room)
presenter – Rev. Anastassia Sharpe
 The Formative Five-Preparing Students for Life
(Mellow Library) presenter – Tom Hoerr

2018 Pictorial Directory

Details for each class can be found on the
Welcome
Table
or
online
at
laduechapel.org/learn/adulteducation.

In honor of our 75th anniversary, we’re putting
together a new member directory, but we can’t do it
without you. Ladue Chapel photography sessions
are scheduled for February 20-24 and March 1317. Remember, appointments are first come, first
served. Sign up online today or online at
laduechapel.org/2018-directory/ to reserve your
photo session.

Women’s Book Club
On February 12 at 1:00 p.m. in the Bickel
Room, we will be discussing And After
The Fire by Lauren Belfer.

Monthly Men’s Breakfasts
Men’s Fellowship is sponsoring
a Saturday morning breakfast
cooked by the men of the
church at 8:15 a.m. on Saturday,
February 24. The cost for
breakfast is $5.00 per person and
can be paid at the door. Join us!

Lenten Breakfast Series
Fridays, February 16—Good Friday, March 30
7:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome! The morning begins with coffee at
7:30 a.m., breakfast at 7:45 a.m. and the speaker
for that day will begin at 8:10 a.m. A line-up of
speakers will be available soon. The cost for
breakfast is $10 per person. Save the dates and be
sure to join us!

Communion Bread Baking
Join us as we gather in the kitchen at 12:30 p.m. on
Sunday, February 18, to prepare and bake bread
for communion, and share a simple soup lunch
made by one of our members. Donations help cover
lunch cost. No experience “kneaded.”
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If you are a woman interested in reading and
discussing books, please join us!
Next up for March 12: A Gentleman in Moscow by
Amor Towles.
3

YOUNG

MINDS

YOUNG

HEARTS

YOUNG

Lord’s Supper Supper

F AITH

2nd-5th graders & families, we hope you can join us for the Lord’s
Supper Supper on Thursday, March 1 at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
This is a kid-friendly meal where we learn about Communion and have
a behind-the-scenes tour of the Communion table and elements. The
evening will end at 7:00 p.m. Our approach is to provide a meaningful
experience for elementary aged children, so we recommend 2nd-5th
graders attend with parents. Grandparents welcome, too! There is no
charge but we do need to know how many plan on attending. Please
RSVP to Robin Crawford at rcrawford@laduechapel.org or go online to
laduechapel.org/learn/children/. Please indicate if childcare (infant-1st
grade) is needed. Children will be prepared to take Communion on
March 4 with your family and the congregation during worship. Do this
in remembrance of me.

9450 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63124-1568

Making A Difference

Sunday, February 11
Worship Services at
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
in the Sanctuary
Scriptures
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalms 50:1-6;
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
Music Ministry
At 8:30 a.m. Tenor Eric Hiby will
sing “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
At 11:00 a.m., Carol Choir will sing
“Christ Jesus, Lord and King” by
Rameau and Chancel Choir will sing
“Dazzling as the Sun” by Gwyneth
Walker.
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Lenten Prayer Retreat
is Saturday, March 10
8:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

The Chapel Bell
Newsletter of

