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September 10, 2023 “Growing Young”

Psalm 71:18 "Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, fill |
declare your power to the next generation, your mighty acts to all who are to
come.” (NIV)

Pew Research: 40-50% of youth group seniors drift away from God and the faith
after they graduate from high school.

HOW TO GROW YOUNG AS A CHURCH

from the book, Growing Young, by Kara Powell, Jake Muller, and Brad Giriffin

1. Unlock leadership.

1 Timothy 4:12 “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and
in purity.” (NIV)

2. with today’s young people.

Romans 12:9-16 2 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is
good. '0Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves. ! Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the
Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the
Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 4 Bless those who
persecute; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn
with those who mourn. ¢ Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud,
but willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.”

3. Fuel a warm

Colossians 3:12-14 "“12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, cloth yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 4 And over alll
these virtues put on love, which brings them all together in perfect unity.” (NIV)

4. Take message seriously.

1 Corinthians 1:18,22-24 "8 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God ... 22
Jews demand sigs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God.” (NIV)

5. young people (and families) everywhere.

Learn more about Growing Young--https://
fulleryouthinstitute.org/growingyoung

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 " 4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. ¢ These commandments that | give you today are to be upon your
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. ¢ Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” (NIV)

6. Be the best

Romans 13:8-10 "8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt
fo love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. ¢ The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You
shall not steal,” *You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may
be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10
Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”

RESULTS OF GROWING YOUNG CHURCHES

from the book Growing Young

1. More
2. More
3. More
4. More

5. More overdll

BOTTOM LINE

Psalms 148:11-13 “1! Kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers
on earth, 2young men and women, old men and children. 13 Let them praise
the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His splendor is above the
earth and the heavens.” (NIV)



