
SERMON OUTLINE               Series:  Let’s Go!   
September 11, 2022                      “Let’s Go Connect!” 

John 17:20-21 “20 I am praying not only for those disciples but also for all who 
will ever believe in me through their message.  21 I pray that they will all be 
one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you.  And 
may they be in us, so that the world will believe you sent me.” (NLT) 

WHY CONNECTING WITH CHRIST-FOLLOWERS IS CRUCIAL 

1.  We connect to BUILD UP.   

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 “9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, not to pour out His anger on us.  10 Christ died for us so that, whether we 
are dead or alive when He returns, we can live with Him forever.  11 So 
encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already 
doing.” (NLT) 

2.  We connect to GROW UP.   

Ephesians 4:14-16 “11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.  12 Their 
responsibility is to equip God’s people to do His work and build up the church, 
the body of Christ.  13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our 
faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, 
measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.  14 Then, we will no 
longer be immature like children.  We won’t be tossed and blown about by 
every wind of new teaching.  We will not be influenced when people try to 
trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth.  15 Instead, we will speak 
the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the 
head of His body, the church.  16 He makes the whole body fit together 
perfectly.  As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts 
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (NLT) 

3.  We connect to FIRE UP.   

Hebrews 10:23-25 “23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 
affirm, for God can be trusted to keep His promises.  24 Let us think of ways to 
motivate one another in acts of love and good works.  35 And let us not 
neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 



another, especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.” (NLT)  

4.  We connect to PICK UP. 

Galatians 6:1-2  “1 Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by 
some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back 
onto the right path.  And be careful not to fall into the same temptation 
yourself.  2 Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.  
3 If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling 
yourself.  You are not that important.” (NLT) 

5.  We connect to HOLD UP. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4  “3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.  4 He comforts us in 
all our troubles so that we can comfort others.  When they are troubled, we 
will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.” (NLT) 

6.  We connect to LIFT UP.   

James 5:16 “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed.  The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great 
power and produces wonderful results.” (NLT) 

7  We connect to LOOK UP.   

Hebrews 12:1-3 “1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd 
of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, 
especially the sin that so easily trips us up.  And let us run with endurance the 
race God has set before us.  2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
champion who initiates and perfects our faith.  Because of the joy awaiting 
Him, He endured the cross, disregarding its shame.  Now He is seated in the 
place of honor beside God’s throne.  3 Think of all the hostility He endured 
from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up.” (NLT) 



BOTTOM LINE:  Let’s go Connect!   

(1)  Connect with CHRIST. 

1 John 5:11-12 “11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son.  12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does 
not have God’s Son does not have life.” (NLT) 

(2)  Connect with A CHURCH FELLOWSHIP. 

Romans 12:4-5 “4 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a 
special function, 5 so it is with Christ’s body.  We are many parts of one body, 
and we all belong to each other.” (NLT) 

(3)  Connect with A LIFEGROUP.   

Romans 16:5 “Also give my greetings to the church that meets in their home.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 “Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t help but thank God 
for you, because your faith is flourishing and your love for one another is 
growing.” 


