
LIFE NOTES                                                             Series:  Hell:  Is It Real? 

June 26, 2022                                  “Is Hell Really Eternal?”   

Hebrews 10:26-32 “… 31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God ...” (NIV) 

VIEWS ON THE EXTENT OF HELL 

1.  ____________________:  There is no heaven and hell.  Once 
you die, you no longer exist.   
Psalm 14:1 “The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, their 
deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.” (NIV) 

Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads 
to death.” (NIV) 

2.  ____________________:  The wick will be punished for an 
appropriate period of time and eventually God’s love 
wins them over so that everyone will be in heaven.   
1 Timothy 2:3-4 “3 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people—2 for kings and all those in authority; that 
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  3 This is good, 
and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come 
to a knowledge of the truth.” (NIV) 

Ephesians 1:9-10; Philippians 2:9-11; Philippians 1:27-28; Philippians 3:18-21; 
Isaiah 45:22-25; Isaiah 45:24 

Matthew 25:41 “Then He will say to those on His left, ‘Depart from me, you who 
are cursed into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and His angels.” (NIV) 

3.  ____________________:  The wicked will be punished for an 
appropriate period of time and then God will end their 
existence.   

Passage they use:   
• “the person who sins will die” (Ezekiel 18:20) 
• “the wagers of sin is death” (Romans 6:23) 
• the lake of fire is “the second death” (Revelation 21:8) 
• God will “destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28) 
• Sinners “pay the penalty of eternal destruction” (2 Thessalonians 1:9) 
• their “end is destruction” (Philippians 3:19) 
• “destruction will come upon them” (1 Thessalonians 5:3) 
• Those who do not repent will “perish” (Luke 13:3,5) 
• God “is able to save and to destroy” (James 4:12) 
• The fire of God’s judgment is “a fire which will consume” (Hebrews 10:27) 

John Stott’s basic argument: 
• Language – words used seem to suggest an ending. 
• Imagery – example: how can fire and darkness be at the same time? 
• Justice – God’s justice demands sensible punishment. 
• Soul – immortality of the soul a Greek concept, not a biblical concept. 

4.  ____________________:  Hell is for eternity and the 
condemned will receive the appropriate 
punishment for what they deserve.   

Passages they use:   
• “everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2) 
• “eternal fire” (Matthew 18:8; 25:41; Jude 7) 
• “eternal punishment” (Matthew 25:46) 
• “eternal destruction” (2 Thessalonians 1:9) 
• “eternal judgment” (Hebrews 6:2) 

Jude 1:13 “They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering 
stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever” 

Revelation 14:11; Revelation 20:10; John 3:36; Mark 9:47-48 

Matthew 25:46 “(Jesus said) Then they [wicked] will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (NIV) 

BOTTOM LINE 
Isaiah 57:15-21 “15 For this is what the high and exalted One says—He who lives 
forever, whose name is holy:  “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the 
one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to 
revive the heart of the contrite.  16 I will not accuse them forever, nor will I always 
be angry, for then they would faint away because of me—the very people I 
have created.  17 I was enraged by their sinful greed; I punished them, and hid 
my face in anger, yet they kept on in their willful ways.  18 I have seen their ways, 
but I will heal them; I will guide them and restore comfort to Israel’s mourners, 19 
creating praise on their lips.  “Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the 
Lord.  And I will heal them.  20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which 
cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud.  22 “There is no peace,” says 
my God, “for the wicked.”” (NIV) 

What should I do?   

1.  Take __________ seriously!   

2.  Take __________ seriously! 

John 3:16-17 “16 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  17 For God 



did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through Him.” (NIV) 


