
14:4-5 PART FOUR: THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 

the elders. The New Song is, as we saw on 5:9, the new liturgy ne
cessitated and brought about by the new epoch in the history of 
redemption. And this liturgy, the exultant response of the re
deemed, belongs to the Church alone (cf. 2:17): No one could 

learn the Song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand 

who have been pur.�based from the Land, redeemed as slaves 
from the tyranny of the Land Beast. 

4-5 St. John gives further descriptions of the redeemed:
These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for 

they are chaste men. Several strands of Biblical imagery are in
volved in this statement. We must dispense with the idea that 
John is speaking of literal celibacy by calling them "chaste men" 
(or "virgins"), as Carrington pointed out:" 'Virgins' here is obvi
ously a violent symbol for purity, just as 'eunuchs' in Matthew 
[19:12] is a violent symbol for celibacy; neither is meant to be 
taken literally. They are not men who have had no intercourse 
with women, but men who have not defiled themselves with 

women, which is quite a different idea, and is certainly not 
meant to describe marriage."4 Virgin is frequently used in the 
Old Testament for Zion, the people of God (2 Kings 19:21; Isa. 
23:12; 37:22; Jer. 14:17; 18:13; 31:4, 21; Lam. 1:15; 2:13). More 
particularly, the chastity here is a symbolic reference to the re
quirement of sexual abstinence by soldier-priests during holy 
war (cf. Ex. 19:15; Lev. 15:16; Deut. 20:7; 23:10-11; I Sam. 
21:4-5; 2 Sam. 11:8-11). In addition, the context condemns the 
"fornication" committed by the nations, in connection with the 
worship of the Beast (v. 8-10). Fornication and harlotry, 
throughout the Bible, are potent metaphors for apostasy and 
idolatry (cf. Isa. 1:21; Jer. 2:20-3:11; Ezek. 16:15-43; Rev. 2:14, 
20-22), while religious fidelity is called chastity (2 Cor. 11:2). The
Lamb's army, gathered about Him on Mount Zion, is chaste,
faithful to Him, and singlemindedly consecrated to the Holy
War.

St. John tells us further that these soldiers are the ones who 

follow the Lamb wherever He goes, the term follow being a typ
ical metaphor for the obedience of a disciple (Matt. 9:9; 10:38; 

4. Philip Carrington, The Meaning of the Revelation (London: SPCK,

1931), p. 237. 
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