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A. The People Wanted a KING 

(1 Samuel 8:1-22) 
 
v. 5 “……...Give us a king to judge us like all the other nations 
have.” 
 
 v 6-11 “Do everything they say to you,” the LORD replied, “for 
they are rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their 
king any longer. 8 Ever since I brought them from Egypt they 
have continually abandoned me and followed other gods. 
 

B. Kings FAIL 
 

1. King Saul had the honor of being Israel's first king           
(1 Samuel 10) 

 
a) Saul did not TRUST in God. (1 Samuel 13:13) 

  
b) He DISOBEYED God (1 Samuel 13:13) 

 
c) The LORD WITHDREW his favor from Saul 

(1 Samuel 15:10-11) 
 

2. King David - a man after God's own heart by God himself. 
(1 Samuel 13-2 Samuel – 1 Kings 1-2) 
 
a) David WAS devoted to God, yet at other times he 

failed miserably (Psalms, Murdered Uriah the Hittite) 
 

b) He was a great military conqueror, but he could 
NOT conquer himself. (Goliath; Philistines; 
Bathsheba) 

 
3. King Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived and 

also one of the most foolish. Solomon, a prolific writer, poet, 
and scientist, is credited with writing much of the book of 
Proverbs, the Song of Solomon, the book of Ecclesiastes, etc. 

a) Solomon CHOSE understanding and discernment, 
asking God to help him govern his people well and 
wisely. (2 Chronicles 1:10) 
 

b) Solomon's DOWNFALL began when he married the 
daughter of the Egyptian Pharaoh to seal a political 
alliance. Among Solomon's 700 wives and 300 
concubines were many foreigners, which angered God. 
They lured King Solomon AWAY from Yahweh into 
worship of false gods and idols. (1 Kings 11:9) 
 

c) All of his accomplishments became 
MEANINGLESS when Solomon stopped pursuing 
God. (Ecclesiastes 1:2) 

 
C. Kingdoms FALL 

After the death of Solomon there was a civil war and Israel 
divided north and south. The north was called Israel and the 
south was called Judah. Each has a line of kings ruling from 
their royal palaces.  

• The kings of the northern kingdom of Israel were 
all WICKED.  

• The kings of the southern kingdom of Judah were 
both wicked and GOOD.  

 
1 Samuel 12:24 But be sure to fear the LORD and faithfully serve him. 
Think of all the wonderful things he has done for you. 25 But if you 
continue to sin, you and your king will be swept away.” 
 

D. What can we learn from this? 
• TRUST in God (Psalm 9:10) 
• OBEY God (Luke 11:28) 
• DEVOTE yourself to God (1 Kings 8:61) 

• FOLLOW God’s wisdom (James 1:5) 
• Don’t be LURED into sinful situations  

(James 1:13-15) 

• PURSUE God (Deuteronomy 4:29) 
 

E. Rumors of a FUTURE True King  (2 Samuel 7:12-16) 
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