











By Trustee Michael H. Bettenhausen

With the safety of  (ldren and other pedestrians and
motorists in mind, two projects on 175th Street west of
80th Avenue are expected to begin by spring at  latest.

Bothimprovement:  llbedoneinareas wherechildren
abound--near Volunteer Park and just west of Prairie View
School at 88th Avenue. While we have not experienced
any serious accidents at the two locations, studies have
shown that the improvements will make the street even
safer,

The curve near Voluntee:  ark will be eliminated and strai  :ened, creating a clearer
crosswalk for pedestrians entering and leaving the park and improving visibility for
motorists. A large number of children use the park, and their safety on our streets is
always a major concemn.

Many children also cross 175th at 88th Avenue going to and from McCauliffe and
Prairie View Schools. A hill in the road between 88th and Prairie View makes it a little
more difficult for both motorists and pedestrians to see each other than we would like.
That hill will be lowered in another street project aimed at improved safety. Both projects
will make 175th Street more pedestrian- and motorist-friendly, and we look forward to
a safer street.

Other streets in town have also been improved with better resurfacing through this
year’s $1.3 million motor fuel tax program, funded with tax revenue that the state returns
to our village. We are also in the midst of a program which determines the condition and
needs of all our streets through a computerized analysis of their surfaces. The computer
equipment, attached to a vehicle which drove all our streets in spring, is able to analyze
the street’s condition below what is visually apparent. This computer history of our
streets will help us better to determine which roads are in greatest need of repair.

As chairman of the Village Board’s Public Works Committee, I am nleased to watch
the construction of our new five million gallon water tank at 183" anc¢  idgeland. Our
latest tank, funded with help from Mokena and New Lenox, will ensure that our growing
community has a plentiful water supply at all times. We have seen our need for water
reserves grow along with our population. The tank should be completed this month.

We have gotten through a rainy spring and summer and have seen the good results of
continuing floc  mitigation projects we have undertaken ove e past few years. The
construction of Pond G at 80th Avenue and 171 st was siowed because of the wet weather,
but that detention area will also benefit our village once completed.

Enjoy our fall weather and the rest of the year 2000!














































* Thevillageacquired 52 acres  and from the state, bounded by 80th Avenue and 183rd
Street, likely to be used for purposes such as expansion of Metra parking, parks and other
public uses.

» Retail sales and sales taxes achieved a record high last year, representing a 12.8 percent
increase over 1998 and 61.3 percent increase over the previous five years.

+ The year began with 1,117,500 square feet of new commercial, office and industrial
space under construction.

Trustee Patrick Rea, chairman of the Village Board’s Finance and Economic Develop-
ment Committee, pointed out that the village must continue efforts to attract and retain
younger residents to bolster a local work force. Plans are underway to make landscaping
improvements to the business and residential areas, making them more attractive, as well
as enhancing recreational facilities. This should help strengthen the quantity of skilled
younger workers, he said.

“They want to have a capacity to thoroughly enjoy their few hours at home,” he said.

Major projects outlined in Tinley Park’s master plan, which guides the development and
redevelopment of the village, include: historic district redevelopment, expand the bike and
pedestrian system, major park acquisition, major park development, landscape commercial
areas, keep village taxes low, stabilize and enhance existing neighborhoods, develop lakes,
trails and recreational opportunities in the forest preserve, and develop community
recreation facilities.

The village also hosted a meeting for Tinley Park businesses located in the I-80 Corridor,
where the village’s new Convention Center, redevelopment of Oak Park Avenue and vision
for the corridor was discussed with business leaders and village officials.

Now that the home improvement project season is beginning to wind down, it is never
too early to begin thinking about next year’s projects.

When considering your plans, it is recommended that you call the Building Department
at 444-5100 to determine if a permit is necessary. Permits are generally required for sheds,
pools, fences, concrete work, garages, demolition work, electric service upgrades, central
air conditioning installations, basement and kitchen remodeling, plumbing and room
additions. Anytime you add something to your property, a permit is usually necessary.

When applying for the permit, remember to provide a plat of survey indicating where your
project is on the property, real estate tax number, address of property, name of subdivision
and township, and cost of the project. A general description of the project and list of the
names and addresses of all contractors working on the project is also necessary.

When the application is complete, it will take approximately five to 10 working days to
review the plans, check the contractors for license and bonds, and to process the permit.
Payment for the permit is not required until it is ready to be picked up by the contractor or
homeowner. The cost of permits vary. Residents may call the Building Department to
estimate the cost of a project.
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