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History of 

--- The Tinley Park Methodist Church 

The 'l'ir.ley Park united Methodist Church is the outgrowth of_ the 

uniting of two chu~ches, each having quite a historical background. 

The oldest congregation dates back to 1859 when the "New Hremen 

Religious Society" was organized. 1n 1863 this "Society'' was sent the 

first regular pastor and it is in this year that the first ~uarterly 

~or:ference was held. 

The years brought changes and the or.iginal small building became 
, 

crowded , and in 1886 edlfice known as t~e OrlAnd 1ownship Methodist 

Church, located on ]~1st street and 84th aver:ue was built. This church 

building served the congregation for 52 years until in 1938 when fire, 

caused by lightening, des~royed it. 

The younger congregation, ''villa ~~e Chu:-c~i'' was organized in 189?. 

This group began as a Sunday ::;chool wh ioh we r; held in the local school 

house. For preaching serv~ces, students from Garrett Hiblical 1nstitute 

were ir:vited. A s.:nall white frame builoing V/8S built. Jt wan located 

in the oenter of the village, which now 'is uak 1-'ark Avenue and 1?3rd Pl. 

The group wa s known as "The Tinley .b'ark union Church .'' 

The merger of these two church congregations, both belonging to the 

same conference and located in the same gene ral area was brought about 

in 1939 because of the necessity for larfer worshiping area . ~he parsonage 

of the Orland Township Methodist ~hurch served as the residence for the 

nastor. 

With Rev. Lawrence Weinreich as pastor, the building plans went 

forward. .Ln 1-.ovember, 1939 the (.;ornerstone was placed and the total 

co s t of the new building was ~27,086 . 08 . The bell from the urland 

•1 ownship Methodist Church had been cav8d from the fire and now plans 

to have it recast were made. 

During the next seve .. al months many UfficiAl !:joard meetings were 
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held to make decisions regarding the "new" buildingo The small frame 

church had been moved to the present location, 68?5 w. l'l3rd Pl. It 

was decided to move this building oack and incorporate it into the \ ro 
new building. Also during this year "Cottage Lenten Services" were. held-) 

In the Fall of 1940, dedic~tion nlans were completed for the new 

building. Services were to be held for one week, beg1nning November 3rd. 

Ministers from churches in Tinley Pa rk were invited t o participate. 

Besides the Sunday Dedication Service, other evening services were held: 

Homecoming Roll Call; the dedication of Memorial Windows and Historical 

Pulpit. The pulpit was designed and hand-crafted by a rr.Amber of the 

congregation. It is mace of black walnut wood from the desk of the 

grandfather of Pastor Wejnreich. The Women's S~ciety of Christian Service 

conducted an evening service; as did the Youtb Fellowshio, at which .time 

the Communion Table and Altar Ra:il were dedi cated. Both these items " 

also were designed and hand-crafted and olaced as a memorial. 

With the completion of the new building, policy needed to be fo~med 

for the use of the Social Ha l l by outsi de g roups. The rental established 

fer the Social Hall Vias :P5. 00 per meetirg . 'I'he pastor 's salary was 

listed as $1200.00 per yee.r; the cust odial work was listed as $150.00 

per year; the organist was not a paid position. 

During the ernming months the Church was busy with finances and 

becomi~g acquainted with the building ; i t's resnonsibilities and the 

arrangement of Sunday School classes within the new space available. 

In the Spring of 1941, a memorial or Tower Chimes were presented. 

'fhis necessitated mu:.!h electd cal work. T,1a ny hours were snent by r:ier.1bers 

of the. Official Board in meetings anl wo:-k to accomplish the workability 

of the Ch i mes. Also in this year the use of "r.umbered and dated budget 

envelopes came into being. 

In 1942 the church congregation weJcorned Revo R.J. L.McKelvey as 

pasLoro 
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During the following six months, the congregation enjoyed a new 

organ; plans were made for a "new member recognition Sunday"; and 

the sky darkened as war had been declared. 

In January, 1943, a Honor Roll Service Plaque was dedicated. 

I'he -:;on:en's !::iociety of Ct1!·istian Sm·vic" held mor.thl:,, dinners in 

the social Hall. During the entire bui.ldlng process, the women 

of the Church were supportive in mor,y ways, especially finan~ially. 

In the Fall of 1943 nlans were fina]lzed for the incorporation of 

the two cemete~s. l½any rr.eetings with puhlic officials were held 

to accomplis0~his. Also the TTetired Mi.r.1sters Per,sion Fund waR 

established through the Conference. 

The:: beginnir:g of 1944, "I.as ting Pear,e Crusade" carr;e into 

being. Horr.e vi sits wer·e made to e1,cous·atu' rnerr.bers to write to their 

R~presentatives In '//ashington C'.)r,cerninf; our involvement in the war, 

During this FRll, the Building Corrlffii ttee preser:ted their final re­

port and were released. 

Rev. J. Frank Anderson Cflme to t,he curi,,regation in June, 1944 

The budget for the church that yssr was $4b00.00. Also the village 

of Tinley P11rk established a Rec rent. ion Commisslor ar,d c hur-ches were 

asked to coonerate by sending a delegate to represent the church, 

In the Spring of 1946, the Suntay School attendance grew to 

the point where, there was "no more room in the inn." Clasnes were 

meeting all over the sanctuary, balcony, chancel, bell-tower snace, 

hallway and small r'.:>om behind the chancel. With average attendRnce 

of 225, the Official Board appointed a cormnittee t.o consider "extra 

space," 

The Bell Tower needed rebuilding anrt t.he l11rge bell needed to 

be recast to be more harmoniously soundinf', with the small hell which 

had co~e from the "Village Church,'' 
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The inscription on the large bell reads: 

1885 AD - Orland Ger~an Methodist Church -

1938 AD - merged with the Village Church -

1947 AD - Recast - Tinley Pnrk Uethodist Church 

The World Service quota for the year was $375. 00. 1'he new building was 

it1sured for ~30,000.00. 

June, 1948 Rev. Fred Shar;dorf came to the co:,gregation. '.'11th uany 

)•oung children ih the co~gregation, it was considered feasible to have a 

c~ild nursery. In the Fall of this year, a new discipline became 

effective. This provided for "affil!atedn membership. Such members could 

not hold office however. Also a Methonist Men's Club came into being and 

evoked considerable interest. 

The su;u,er of 1949, :he first thrPc-·,,eek vacation for the pastor 

was listed. The suoply nastor to be naid by the church. AlRo a small 

office for the pastor was arranged behind the chancel wall. During the 

cast five years the Youth Fellowship was active both in responsibility 

to the congregation and also for recreation and personal growth. The 

Women's Society for Christian Service has been faithful with their 

finar,cial support as well as service to the narsonage in keeping it in 

beautiful interior condition. 

The first Lay~en's Day was observed in Februnry, 1950 as they con­

ducted the morning worship service. During this Fall, the Official Board 

made plans to observe the 10th anniversary of the chur9h. 

In the Spring of 1951 the women of the chu~ch organized into a 

Servicemen's Guild and another Service l'laque was ordered. Up to this 

ti"le the cllurd, had been heated "Ni th a ~::i>il-fi red furnace. In December 

of this year, gas heat was nuthorlzed nnd the custodial service was much 

easier. Rev. Shandorf asked to be released from his term here to accept 

a c~arge in the area where ~rs. Shandorf had lived. Rev. James udom 
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accepted the interval apoointment, coming to thP church in MBY 1952. 

DurinB the rest of 1952, much ~iscussion was held of church 

exnansion. The morning Wc,rship service now had a bulletir. detailing 

the service. ~ulletins were snonsored by various church members. 
-

The l>udget for 1953 w11s anproved at ,':9,000,00,A Building Commlttee 

was aooointed to explore possibilities and nlans for an additional 

~uilding with a~proxlmate cost net at 142,000.00, 

In July, 1954, Rev. Glen Ame·s becam!' oastor. 'l'he ciuilding c:ommittee 

reported anproval of an architect; also purchase of additional land and 

the cost of the building now being $55,000,00. 

Most of the next year, 1955, was consumed with progress, or the 

lack of it. Also of where to, and how to rlace the new J<,ducational 

Bullding, l-!.any options were open ancl the price now had rr.oved uo to 

:i;G5,000,00. 

The Tinley Park Library opened and the church was asked to donate 

some l>oofrs. Throu~h recommendation of t.r.e Seminary, books were purchased 

and placed as a gift from the church. 

In May, 1956, the congre~ation was piven the ouoortunity to vote 

on location of the Educational Huilding; either to build ~outh or ~ast 

of the prer,ent structure. The cost r:ow had moved to ~89, C00,00, Also 

in this year a new publicPtion was issued: "The Together ~agazine'' 

which replaced the ''Christian Advocate," 

.t"inally in .!<'all of 1956, the Educational Hui ld i ng was beg11n and 

the contract read: :;t,125,000.00. uuring this year, the ner-caoita 

membership dues to the Conference were i~.41 for each menber on our 

roll, 

uuring 195? the efforts of the ~ongreration were of spiritual 

growth and progress of the new Educational Building. 
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Rev. Kenneth Crandall came to the congre~ation in July, 1958. 

That yeAr Daily VacAtion Hible School was started.The Methodist Sunday 

~;chool lite:--ature was introduced, and the Educational ::luilding was 

dedicated, 

In January of 1959, the church yet engaged in another building 

process. Remodeling of the chancel began, thus giving sol!E extra soc1ce. 

The Methodist ,outh ¥ello~ship WAS active with 65 members, inviting youth 

of the area to at tend. The followi np: yew:·, the intermediate Y'.ll1th grouo 

was initiated with 55 members, 

April of 1960 the church had an offer of additional property with 

ci house suitable for two apartrnr,nts; orice $ 1 8,500,00. It was considered 

a possible purchase. The purchare was comnleted in the Fall; also the 

adjoining oroperty became available. 'rhls item was referred to the 

trustees for consideration. 

With the youth group becoming very active, It wqs thought a Youth 

Director was feasible. This oosition to be also listed as Assistant 

to the pastor. Hev, Norman Knight was added to the personnel in April 

1961. That .!"all, the church rented t ·No rooms to the Tinley PArk Public 

School until their building addition was comnleted, 

In JanuAry, 1962, Hev. Crandall became seriously ill and Rev, William 
R~ j,<:,c.,./(, ff:<; roN 

/lace came to the congregation. Subsequently in 1962 Rev, Mace left to 

assume other duties and Hev. nolmes Decame the Associate Pastor. Follo·nlng 

Rev. Crandall's recuvery, he took up a new challenge at anothPr church 

and Rev, ~illiam Robertr became pa~t?r in June of 1964 1 remaining with 

the congregation until 196?, Through these ye~rs the congregation 

functioned in a responsible way. 

June of 196? the congregation welcomed Rev, A, Wesley Jensen as 

pastor. New activities were begun; new idecis were exolored end "life went 

on" ir the Tinley PArk Methorlist Church. 
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In t:1e year of 1968, the Policy LOommi t tee WliS at work in the re­

vision of the c~urch responsibiliti~3 and pract]ccs. Also E&~te~ Sunday 

Worship services were held et three hours. A Maundy 'J'hursday 1 ene brae 

:~ervice was held; plus Good FrL!ay Corr.rr,1;nior Se:-vice a-:; "tables of tv·elve" 

follc.•W·3d by a Frayer Vigil until Easter morning. During thls year, a full­

time Youth Director was employed. Also one s8rvice dufing the surnmer 

months of July and August was beg11n, and tte tr·easurery of the Sunday 

School was merged with the Church treas11re:·y, 

In the Spring of 1969, the congregation co11si1ered the purchase of 

additional property to the South of the ('hurch. The decision resulted 

in the purcha,0:e with the fo}lowin., nnancia} a;·,·11~.gerr:ents: Cost.-$23,500,00 

at Ci% - 15 years - mor1thly payment ~249.00. 

Rev, Wlllinm Mace came to ~he ~ongregatlon in ~une, 1971. A Tay 

Witness Mission er.d.eavor was held which r ,·oved very ful f i 11 i ng to a 11 

who participated. Remodeling of two Sunday School roon1s into a Chapel 

was begun and became a long-term project with a cost of 84753.00. The 

Christmas Card Tree project was int~oduced and has become an an11ual 

Droject. 

The need for a full-time church secreta1·y bc,r_:ame H.pparent and yP-t 

another search beFins for a Youth Directo:· anJ Assistant Pastor with 

seve~al having resigned. The budBet for tte year was tf4,000.00 and 

the Finance Committee were deeply CQncer:-:ed over tr,e fir.a,,cial picture. 

The Church Library opened in the ~r.rtng of 1975; also a Food 

Collection is begun as a projecD towe1·ds Respond Now, located in Chicago 

Heights, Church "m11rk:ers" were placed on either end of the village and 

the Cluster Pulpit Bxchange was be~un. 

The year of 1976 wss e busy o~e as the Kitcl:en was r·emodeled; the 

church was tuck-pointed; renairs were made tc the parking lot and pa!nting 

was ,jone Jr, the sallctmiry. The i □ sur<Jr:ce on t:-i<e ,;hurch property has been 
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listed as $?98 ,000oOO, It is appa~ent that the church is a very valuable 

piece of property physically and hopefully spiritually. New Life Mission 

sessions were held with a meaningful result. Ecumenical meetings have been 

held at Thanksgiving and Good Frida:v and have been well received by the 

communit y. 

An important item in 197? wa s the installat:ion of Carillon Chimes 

w~ich were entirely placed through many gifts from not only· the congregation 

but people of the community. A Church Pictorial Directory was Authorize;} 

as it had been five years s ince the l ast s uch effort was made . 

No records are available f or the years 1979 through 1981. 

Rev. Russel Koenig came to the congregation in June, 1982. 

Al l information was compiled from OfficiRl a r,d Administrative Board minutes. 


