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As busy as he is,  
Michael has made a  
lot of gains since he 
started... 

- M S .  M A R I A
KELC Teacher

For a toddler, the  
Kimbrough Early 
Learning Center (KELC) 
is an oasis of your  
favorite things

—Friends, snacks, and toys. It’s also a safe 
place to learn essential life skills and meet 
developmental goals. After enrolling in 
KELC in August of 2020, Michael’s mom 
has found both of these elements to be 
true for her son. 

Michael’s doctor first suggested  
Turnstone when his family noticed that his 
speech wasn’t developing correctly. He 
soon began speech therapy and worked 
with his Turnstone therapist on forming 
words and phrases. Then – the COVID-19 
pandemic caused Turnstone’s doors to 
close for 3 months. 



He can identify every student in his 
class by name and becomes more 
social every day. And although he will 
never turn down snack time, Michael’s 
occupational therapy has helped him 
to enjoy more substantial foods such 
as oranges. 

Because of your support of Turnstone, 
Michael’s mom had somewhere to 
turn not only for his developmental 
needs but also for childcare during the 
pandemic. 

“Thank you so much because as a 
first-time parent with my son needing 
speech and occupational therapy, and 
not knowing where to go or how to 
pay for it, your donations help make 
a place like Turnstone possible,” said 
Michael’s mom. 

Meet Michael.
Thankfully, because of supporters like 
you, Turnstone was able to resume 
programs and services with safety  
precautions in place, allowing children 
like Michael to begin seeing their  
therapists in person once again.  

When Michael returned to Turnstone, 
he not only continued working hard 
in therapy, he also began attending 
KELC. With both of Michael’s parents 
working, and his mom now working 
from home due to the pandemic, KELC 
gave Michael a purposeful place to 
spend his days. 

As an only child, KELC allows Michael 
the opportunity to socialize with other 
kids. It also gives Michael and his  
family a centralized location for his 
care, with his childcare and therapy  
services under one roof. And as 

someone who values familiarity and 
routines, Michael doesn’t have to leave 
Turnstone for the services he needs. 

Michael’s mom has also appreciated 
having an entire Turnstone team  
dedicated to her son’s care.

“It’s been really nice to be able to just 
communicate with one team because 
they’re all at the same organization,” 
said Michael’s mom. “If we have  
concerns, everyone’s willing to talk 
about them.”

In fact, it was through open  
communication and dedicated  
teamwork, that Michael was able to 
tackle the greatest toddler feat of toilet 
training. At Turnstone, Michael has also 
learned to try new foods and express 
his thoughts. 

Michael’s mom continues to be 
amazed by the new words and  
phrases she hears him developing. 
And Michael’s teachers and therapists 
continue to watch him achieve  
milestones with every passing week. 

“As busy as he is, Michael has made 
a lot of gains since he started,” said 
Michael’s teacher, Maria. “He is using 
more words, spontaneously and  
with prompting.”

Michael is very independent and  
active, but continually shows an  
improved ability to listen to his  
teachers and engage in classroom  
activity. He loves to sing and is  
currently fascinated by learning to 
write his name. 

 



to be weighed before doctor  
appointments because there wasn’t  
an accessible scale for her to  
use there. 

After a knee replacement in 2017, a 
case manager recommended Connie 
find ways to spend time outside of the 
house. Connie jokes that at first she 
was resistant because if she’s paying 
for her home, why wouldn’t she spend 
time there?

But then Connie remembered all of the 
possibilities available at Turnstone.  
Today, Connie looks forward to  
spending two days a week in the Adult 
Day Services program. Here, Connie 
has met some of her closest friends 
and takes full advantage of Turnstone’s 
Fitness & Aquatics Center. 

Connie values the opportunity to  
workout at Turnstone so she can  
maintain the upper body strength 
to lift herself out of her chair. Fitness 
Specialists remark that she is very 
dedicated and never makes excuses. 
In addition to her workouts, Connie 

“No matter where I’ve been, Turnstone has at some point been there to help 
me and has made it fun as well,” said Connie. 

Connie’s first encounter with Turnstone was as a child attending preschool. 
Formerly known as the Allen County Society for Crippled Children, Connie 
knew Turnstone in its humble beginnings on Fairfield Avenue. 

After growing up in the Fort Wayne area, Connie moved away to attend Ball 
State University. When she returned, she was astonished to find a vast facility 
with an array of programs and services. But what she found to remain were 
people dedicated to supporting her in any way possible. 

After Connie gave birth to her son, Turnstone therapists made visits to her 
home to ensure she was still receiving therapy. They spent quality time with 
both Connie and her son, and eventually, he attended preschool at  
Turnstone too. 

Connie continued to know Turnstone as a resource in her life and somewhere 
she could go whenever she needed anything. She would often visit Turnstone 

enjoys Turnstone for the socialization 
and community. She can often be 
found joking around with other clients 
and staff, and is known for her  
lively banter.  

Thankfully, COVID-19 didn’t prevent 
Connie from maintaining this  
camaraderie. Connie enjoyed  
attending ADS Zoom calls during 
Quarantine and appreciated seeing 
friends she hadn’t seen in a while. 

“I believe God put Turnstone here, 
with just the right people, to give the 
clients and their families the love and 
support they need,” said Connie. “And 
they have excelled at this throughout 
this horrible pandemic!”

Connie loves spending time at home 
and being outside in her yard, but 
thanks to supporters like you, she 
always has access to programs that 
improve her overall quality of life. 
Because of Turnstone, Connie has a 
consistent community she can depend 
on and the tools to achieve her  
highest potential.   

Turnstone has been part of Connie’s life 
through many different seasons.

Meet Connie.



Connie values the 
opportunity to 

workout at  
Turnstone so she 

can maintain 
the upper body 
strength to lift  
herself out of  

her chair.



  

Push Paddle Pedal 
   | September 2021
Commit to logging 100 miles of your activity of choice 
and make a difference in the lives of children and adults 
with disabilities in our community through Turnstone’s 
“Push Paddle or Pedal” challenge event, presented by 
Steel Dynamics Inc., that encourages supporters and 
community members to move 100 miles throughout the 
summer. This year, you can start logging your miles on 
Friday, May 28th, with the challenge ending Monday, 
September 6th!

Memorials & Honorariums 

IN HONOR OF:

Ryan Douple

Lowell Snyder

Fast & Karrick Families

Kari & Steve Ross

Troy & Adrianne Lyon

Owen Donahue

Mike & Becky Mushett

Kevin Hughes

Cayden Hoffmaster

Percy Talati

Autumn Lindsay

Elizabeth Miller

Renee Wright

IN MEMORY OF:

Peggy Bell

Lauren Shire

Nancy Clark

Dave Springmann

John Emerick

Richard Noll

Charles Brown

Michael Aidan Bail

Virgil Shane

Carlee Klotz

Billy Kaminski

Linda, Timothy, & 

  Ben Wysong

Dennis Becker

JoAnn Herbst & 

  Tanya Sparks

Rosemary Reszel

Chloe Louise Cook

Helene Spieth

Jeanne Schouweiler

David Bobilya

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Jenna Fisher Jeske

Sandy & Derek Franz

Andrea Pobuk

Donna Spina

Donald Polley

Patty & Tony Martone

Thomas B. Gordon

Duane ‘Duke’ Marsh

Nancy & John Clark

Charlene Bloom

Sharon Diemer

Bradley Kiess

Henry Meincke

Becky Talati

Alissa Hobbs

Rosemary Shearer

Grace Christine Peters

Phyllis Blee

Cynthia Maguire

Jon Roy

Carol Rogers

Are you up for the challenge? To 
register, or for more information visit 
Turnstone.org/pushpaddlepedal or 
scan the QR code.

2021 Save the Dates:



Upcoming Events

Birthday Give Day

   | October 5, 2021
Your gifts on October 5th will celebrate 
Turnstone’s birthday and 78 years of 
creating possibilities. Stay tuned for more 
information about how you can join us for 
this inaugural event. Save the date!

 

Thank you to our Annual Sponsors 

Contact us at 260.483.2100 or rena@turnstone.org to learn more about sponsorship  

opportunities including event sponsorships.

A NOTE FROM THE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Mike Mushett
With the entire world shifting its focus to the 
rescheduled 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic 

Games, the universal spirit of sport seems more  
celebratory than ever before because of the journey we 

have all been on to make it to the here and now. Many experiences we 
previously took for granted now feel richer and more significant. 

Among those experiences, the COVID-19 pandemic has also continued 
to highlight the importance of quality life for all people, including  
the ability to access critical needs, freedom to move about in our  
community, and opportunities to nurture social relationships. 

Your support allows Turnstone to come alongside people with  
disabilities in our community so that they can fulfill those very important 
human needs. In this issue of the EMPOWER newsletter you will read 
Michael’s and Connie’s stories. These are only two of the thousands of 
children and adults who are able to live their lives more fully because of 
the support and resources they have access to at Turnstone. 

Thank you for your shared commitment of valuing all people. You help 
make possibilities a reality for children and adults with disabilities. And, 
you help us create a community that is more vibrant and healthy.

Board Of Directors’ Gala 

   | September 9, 2021
The sparkles and suits get brought out for 
Turnstone’s signature fundraising event hosted 
by the Turnstone Board of Directors. The event 
features dinner, and unique live and silent  
auctions. A special ‘Mission Moment’ is shared 
by a Turnstone client, which always proves to be 
the highlight of this extraordinary evening.

To watch the First, People video scan the QR 
code or visit: Turnstone.org/firstpeople

All event dates and times subject to change. For the most up-to-date  
information about tournaments and volunteer opportunities, visit us at  

Turnstone.org

2021 Save the Dates:


