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SCHOOL BUS ESSENTIALS
Parents: Reduce your stress and concern 
about your children traveling to and from 
school. Talk to them about a few basic 
school bus rules-of -the-road.
..	Arrive early.
..	Remain on the sidewalk/curb.
..	Respect someone else’s property.
..	Refrain from horseplay.
..	Load/unload safely using the school bus 	

	hand rail.
..	Sit quickly, remain in your seat, share 		

	your seat and speak quietly with others.
..	Follow your bus driver’s directions.
..	Be prepared for an emergency.

BE ON TIME:BE ON TIME: Arrive 2-5 minutes prior to your 
school bus’s scheduled stop. This will give you plenty 
of time in case your bus is early.

WAITING FOR THE BUS:WAITING FOR THE BUS: Stay out of  
the street. Stand on the sidewalk or curb instead.  
Be respectful of someone else’s property.

LOADING:LOADING: Wait for your driver’s signal before 
boarding the bus in a single-file line. Walk quickly,  
but do not run. Find your seat and remain seated  
until you arrive at school or home. Be friendly and 
share your seat.

THE RIDE:THE RIDE: Talk with your friends, but do so 
quietly to prevent distracting your school bus driver. 
Keep the school bus aisle clear, and keep your  
hands and feet inside the bus. Remain seated until you 
arrive.

UNLOADING:UNLOADING: Have your backpack and other 
belongings packed up before your school bus arrives. 
Remain seated until the school bus stops. Depart in 
a single-file line. Once off the school bus, always 
check for cars and get to your destination safely.

DIRECTIONS:DIRECTIONS: Be alert for any instructions 
from your bus driver. They have your best interest  
and safety in mind. Be respectful when they ask  
you to sit down, move seats or give other directions.

STREET CROSSING(S):STREET CROSSING(S): If you must cross 
the street when your school bus arrives, remember:
1.	Wait for your bus driver to signal you across 

the street.

2.	Look both ways for cars before crossing.

3.	Take at least five giant steps away from the front  
of the bus.

EMERGENCIES:EMERGENCIES: Be prepared for potential 
emergencies by taking part in your school’s bus  
evacuation drill. During emergencies, it’s extremely 
important to follow your bus driver’s instructions.
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