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NEWSLETTER
April 2026

Message from Councilor Sonja Smith
As spring begins, April brings a renewed sense of energy, growth, and
opportunity across District 8. With longer days and warmer weather, it’s
the perfect time for us to come together, refresh our neighborhoods, and
continue building a stronger community.

This month also marks an exciting milestone for our office as we prepare
to send out our very first district-wide mailer. This is an important step in
strengthening communication and ensuring residents stay informed
about the work happening on their behalf, as well as the resources and
opportunities available throughout District 8.

We’re especially looking forward to our upcoming Spring into Clean,
Neighborhood Clean-Up Day, where residents, families, and partners will
join forces to beautify our community. This event is more than just a
clean-up—it’s a reflection of our shared pride and commitment to the
places we call home. We invite everyone to come out, get involved, and be
part of the positive impact.
Spring is a time of progress, and together, we are planting the seeds for a
stronger District 8.

Sonja Smith 
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The Heights Event and
Entertainment Center — a
premier event venue right here
in Birmingham’s District 8 – is
designed to bring
unforgettable moments to life.

Located in the heart of
Birmingham’s Belview Heights
neighborhood, this newly
renovated venue is bringing
energy, opportunity, and
celebration to Avenue I.

More than just a venue, The
Heights represents continued
investment and revitalization in
District 8—transforming a
once-vacant space into a hub
for community gatherings,
celebrations, and economic
growth.

Support local. Celebrate local.
Build community.

Check out the video

BUSINESS
HIGHLIGHT

THE HEIGHTS
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LEGISLATIVE & COUNCIL ACTIVITY
March 3:
Following a public hearing, the Council approved a 180-day moratorium on
new data center developments in the City.

There are several key exceptions. The suspension of permits does not
apply to developments that have already formally begun the
permitting process with the City; and it does not apply to data centers
that operate under the 20-megawatt threshold outlined in the
ordinance.
Currently, there are two projects that are exempt — the expansion of
DC Blox and the new development of the Nebius AI Factory on the
Lakeshore Parkway Corridor.

The Council approved a package of items allocating grant funds from the
U.S. Department of Commerce and the Economic Development
Administration to be used for “cradle-to-career” pipeline development.

The roughly $3.2 million in federal grant funding will be used to help
expand access to affordable, high-quality childcare and help new
entrepreneurs start childcare businesses within the city.

March 10:
Lighting on Bush Boulevard under I-20/59 will soon be repaired following
the approval of an interlocal cooperation agreement between ALDOT and
the city.

The $200,000 agreement will fund the lighting project and
maintenance along this right-of-way in District 8.

The Council passed a pair of resolutions for the city to host several
collegiate sporting events: two SWAC football games at Legion Field and
the 2027 NCAA Division II Track and Field Championship at the
CrossPlex.

The first SWAC football game will be held at Legion Field on August
26, 2026. The second SWAC game and the NCAA Division II Track
and Field Championships will be held in 2027.

March 24:
The Council approved a $50,000 agreement with the World Dodgeball
Association Ltd. for the city to host the 2028 World Cup.
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CONDEMNATION
LIST

ENSLEY HIGHLANDS
1508 31ST ST ENSLEY 

BIRMINGHAM, AL 35218
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GARBAGE,
RECYCLE & BULK

TRASH
SCHEDULES

CAPITAL 
PROJECTS

Scan the QR code to view the latest updates on
Capital Projects and the Garbage Collection

Schedule.
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Spring 2026 ACE Class Schedule
Orientation: Thursday, April 9 . 2026 Class Dates: Thursdays, 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM April 16, April 23, April 30, May 7, May 14

Graduation Ceremony: Thursday, May 21, 2026
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Centers for Summer Camp: Central Park - Ensley - East
Pinson Valley - Fountain Heights Don Hawkins - Inglenook -

M.L. King - McAlpine - Memorial - North Birmingham -
Roosevelt

Centers for Summer Camp: Central Park - Ensley - East
Pinson Valley - Fountain Heights Don Hawkins - Inglenook -

M.L. King - McAlpine - Memorial - North Birmingham -
Roosevelt

SUMMER
CAMP

KIDS
SESSION 1 -
JUNE 8 - 26
SESSION 2 -
JULY 6 - 24 8:00AM -

3:00PM

$150 PER SESSION
$50 PER SESSION

FOR
BEFORE/AFTERCARE

FOR MORE INFORMATION - CALL 205-254-2391 

 REGISTRATIONFEE$50.00

 *AGES 6 TO 12
YEARS OF AGE

SCAN QR CODE FOR
REGISTRATION FORM
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Centros para campamentos de verano:
Central Park - Ensley - East Pinson Valley - Fountain Heights
Don Hawkins - Inglenook - M.L. King - McAlpine - Memorial -

Norte de Birmingham - Roosevelt

NIÑOS
SESIÓN 1 - 8 - 26

DE JUNIO
SESIÓN 2 - DEL 6
AL 24 DE JULIO 8:00 A. M. -

3:00 P. M.

$150 POR SESIÓN $50
POR SESIÓN PARA

CUIDADOS
ANTES/DESPUÉS

PARA MÁS INFORMACIÓN, LLAME AL 205-254-2391 

 CUOTA DE
INSCRIPCIÓN$50.00

 *EDADES DE 6 A
12 AÑOS

ESCANEE EL CÓDIGO QR PARA
OBTENER EL FORMULARIO DE
REGISTRO.
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Monday, April 6th

College Hills | 6p | Legion Field Lobby | 400 Graymont Ave, Birmingham AL
35204
Central Pratt | 6p |  Conference Call | 720-740-9732 | Access Code: 3488808

Tuesday, April 7th

Fairview | 5:30p | Conference Call | 774-337-0703 | Access Code: 1125688
Thomas | 6:30p | Greater St. Thomas | 153 1  Street Thomas, Birmingham AL
35214

st

Wednesday, April 8th

Tuxedo Heights | 4:30p | Pratt City Library | 509 Dugan Ave, Birmingham AL
35214

Monday, April 13th

Tuxedo | 5p | East Ensley Library | 900 14  Street Ensley | Birmingham AL 35218th

Ensley Highlands | 6p | Five Points West Library | 4812 Ave W, Birmingham AL
35208
Rising - West Princeton |  6p | Rising - West Princeton Corporation | 1708 1  Ave
West, Birmingham AL 35208

st

Tuesday, April 14th

Belview Heights | 6:30p | Charles A. Brown Elementary | 4811 Court J, Birmingham
AL 35208

Wednesday, April 15th

Graymont | 4:30p | Smithfield Library | 1 8th Ave W, Birmingham, AL, 35204

Thursday, April 16th

Central Park | Bi-Monthly schedule | Next meeting will be Thursday, May 14 ,
2026

th

Tuesday, April 28th

Bush Hills | 6:30p | Bush Hills Complex | 1030 4  Terrace West, Birmingham AL
35208

th

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS
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STAY CONNECTED!

@Councilor Sonja Smith 

Contact your D8 Neighborhood Representative

Bush Hills
Central Park
College Hills

Fairview
Rising-West Princeton

Tuxedo

(205) 572-7320

Belview Heights
Ensley Highlands

Graymont
Thomas

Tuxedo Heights
Central Pratt

(205) 335-9852

@Councilsonjasmith 

d8help@birmimghamal.gov
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