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The 2011-2012 school year has just flown by; it 
seemed like pretty long, but like every year, it is now time for 
everyone to move on to the next grade and for us seniors to 
graduate. After 2 and a half years, I learned a lot of important 
lessons from G.C.M. The great diversity in this school taught 
me to embrace different people from different counties and 
cultures. It has been such a great opportunity to have good 
friends from the United States of America, Turkey, Korea, Po
land, Spain, Georgia, India, and so on. We all help each other 
whenever we can. It is surprising that everyone gets along 
well with one other. I know that it would be almost impossi
ble to find an environment like G.C.M anywhere in the world. 
Without my friends and the unique setting here, I would have 
not enjoyed my life and accomplished my goals. 1 love Ankara 
High School and hold on to these good memories forever. 

This year there were nine of us yearbook members 
that worked on the yearbook. Surely it has been quite chal
lenging compared to the previous year, since we had 24 
yearbook people back then! However, we came together and 
put everything into one finished project. Choosing a theme 
for this years yearbook wasn't that easy. For first few days of 
the school year, we started brainstorming and ended up with 
the theme, "journey and Transportation". The toggle seemed 
to be vague. Later on, we decided to keep our theme more 
specific: "Life is a jo urney." Within the big theme, our year-
book staff" used their creativity to show the diversity of this • 
school. Every yearbook staff member including myself and 
Mr.Douglas have different styles when it comes to design
ing pages. 1 personally love to use lots of abstract and space 
images; life is a journey and we live to pursue a greater chal
lenge and goal. There's no end in the universe. Having no end 
allows us to become more capable of achieving things, as you 
all know. 

"Believe you can and you're half
way there." 

Kim 
7l 
13 TL O 

Being selected as the editor has been a great honor 
for me, even though it has been challenging at the same time. 
Still, 1 enjoyed working on the yearbook all the time. 1 would 
like to thank Mr.Douglas for organizing the yearbook class 
and helping everyone out. 

Also, 1 would like to thank my awesome senior class 
of 2012 for going through the year altogether: Marek, Mal ta, 
Karl, Julie, Alejandro, Abhilash, Adam, Joe, and Rachael. 1 
wish the best to all of you. And 1 want to thank two teach
ers - great people who have helped me with lots of things 
since 1 joined the ranks as a Trojan: Mr. Carignan and Mrs. 
Kadioi>lu. 
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MS. SHELIA SMITH 
PRINCIPAL 

It has been a very nice first year at Ankara ES/HS. I count it an 
honor and a privilege to be principal to a fine, fantabulous group 
of Students. Thank you for the international flavor you have 
brought to this school. It makes us a very unique school. You are 
bright, well rounded young people and I enjoy hanging out with 
you. You take your studies seriously and I applaud you for that. 
Each of you have a gift. Continue to nurture it and you will reap 
the benefits. I wish for you only the best. 

To Hie Faculty and Staff- You are one of the best faculties I've had 
the opportunity to work with. Thank you for preparing our young 
people for the future. I appreciate and honor your hard work. 

To My Seniors-Having only 10 seniors has been a treat because 
then I get to know something about you individually. As you pre
pare to leave Ankara, please know that I wish you nothing but the 
ultimate best in your lives. Stay true to yourself and your goals. 
Aim high you will succeed! Congratulations. 

To My Students Who Are Leaving-I wish you the very best. Take 
your experiences from Ankara ES/HS with you. Continue to 
study hard and stay focused on your goals. Safe travels. 

Ankara Trojans, each of you have made my first year here very 
specialandl love you for that. Peace and Blessings to you all!!! 

What a joy it has been to be here for four excellent years as your 
"""assistant principal. Our school, with its dedicated faculty and 
_ staf f, has pl^v-ideAfUi-qpppiTirnit}' to challenge students to reach 

theirlnghestap^lpiffal inan enviroiiftient that is caring and 
nurturing.' Thank yOli to the fiac2fity£stjjj|^iud£uts,.patents,, and^ 
sponsors for their support throughout the scfiool year. "I amlhon-
ored and feel fortunate to be a part of the Ankara Trojan family* 

Congratulations to our seniors-who are destined for success. Be-"-
cause there were only ten seniors, it was a pleasure to know you 
individually and I wish you all the best in your future endeavors. 

Our school has a student body that will truly be the "leaders of 
tomorrow" because of their high standards, intelligence, and well-
rounded, diverse personalities. Whether you return next year or 
depart for other destinations, it has been a privilege knowing you 
and I wish you success in your continued education and search 
to reach your goals and passions in life. You have grown dear to 
my heart and I look forward to seeing you again when our paths 

MRS. ROS1E ULUER 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
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The start of a new school year brings lots of changes for GCM, with the arrival of a 
new principal and many new students. Top Left students walk itno the school fresh 
off the buses , ready to start a brand new year. Top Right elementary students pre
pare to meet their new teachers while waiting in the cafeteria. Middle Right Kin

dergarten students line up for their first day of school. Bottom Right Teachers Mrs. 
Yayboke and Coach Carignan help hand out schedules to students. 





>P RIGHT - Abby Hansen plays a tune we know. 
FT - Tenth-grader Maria Rabbani shows us her tal-
L RIGH T - Liesl Sylvester gives us a smile. 

George C.  Marshal l  School  shone this  
year  a t  Creat ive Connect ions,  a  week-
long conference held in  W iesbaden,  
Germany.  Sophomores P uter i  Abu-
Sufian and Maria  Rabbani  a long with 
freshman Abby Hansen and junior  Liesl  
Sylves ter  took on ar t is t ic  chal lenges 
such d rawing,  paint ing,  and musical  
workshops.  The conference resul ted in  
an a r twork exhibi t  and professsional  
performances of  drama and product ion 
at  the end of  the week.  "Creat ive Con
nect ions was a  fantast ic  experience,"  
recal ls  Liesl  Sylvester ,  who par t ic ipat
ed in  the Drawing seminar .  "It  helped 
me meet  kids  f rom al l  over  DoDDs."  
Every inch of  their  ar t is t ic  and musi
cal  ta lents  were put  to  the tes t  in  a  
gruel ing yet  fun-f i l led six  days.  Fresh
man Abby Hansen went  as  par t  of  the 
advanced s t r ings workshop due to  her  
vio l in  prowess.  She went  on to  par t ic i 
pate  in  t he annual  music  ensemble,  an 
enriching experience in  which DoDDs'  
most  ta lented come together  on s tage.  
Well  done,  g ir ls!  

Emma Rook gives it e' 
got! 

Vikrant Zutshi shows us his skills. 

ira Pinerua 

Music has  always been a  s trong sui t  a t  
GCM, but  i t  has  par t icular ly  blossomed 
in 2012,  where budding rockstars  and 
orchestra  players  graced the audiences 
of  spr ing and winter  concer ts  with their  
l ively and pract iced tunes.  This  year  
saw the entrance of  ta lented s ingers  in  
both elementary and high school ;  those 
who par t ic ipated in  band c lasses  showed 
mastery and refinement  during the vari 
ous reci ta ls  and performances.  Under  the 
guidance of  the br i l l iant  Ms.  Yaboke,  the 
advanced band class  sounded more than 
professional  a t  the winter  concer t .  The 
ta lent  show was yet  another  t r ibute  to  
musical  prowess.  Congratulat ions on your  
achievements ,  kids!  

•at we can clap to at the concert. 

Mrs. Yaboke guiding her students through another song. 

reading notes. Freshiru 
pansen gives us her renditii 
:avity." 







Turkish Culture (Host Nation) classes (K-5) aim to teach young students useful vocabulary and basic simple 
courtesy conversation in Turkish. Kindergarten and First graders have Turkish Culture once and the rest 
twice a week. The language is taught with pictures, songs, dances and games to lower lev els. Every year 
thcv perform their Turkish songs at the Music Department's Music Day with the cooperation of the Music 
Teacher. They practice their Turkish language playing at the shopping centers in the Turkish Culture classj 

'• ''A fe.' fl • ™ B' m • 
SES BAKKAL 

Fourth and Fifth grade students learn more about the customs, culture, history, geography, archeology and 
the touristic places of Turkey. They do research on important cities or places in Turkey, write reports and 
share their knowledge with their peers. 

Every year we do the Trojan War with Fifth graders. This project includes drawing of the scenes 
writing poems or Rap songs, writing dialogues and acting. 

Turkish Culture students have the great opportunity of being in an international environment and have the 
chance of learning about other countries and their cultures, which give them a chance to compare and con
trast what they have learned with their own. * 

YESIL* 

MANAV 







T ost in the Game 
It is finally the end of the seventh grade school year and Mr. Textric, 

a man with absolutely no sense of humor, is ending the sentence, "Class is 
dismissed..." I s tand up with excitement and head for the door with my 
best friend Katherine. "Angelina"! I swirl around to see Mr. Textric point
ing at me. "Stay after class please." I sigh and sink right back into my chair. 
I have plans. First, Katherine and I were going to go to the mall and get 
mani-pedis. Then, we were going to get jumbo sized slushies at Mega Swirl 
(the kind our parents never let us get). Katherine shrugs, waves, and walks 

out the door leaving me alone. 
I begin to wonder what I had done wrong. I look up at his grotesque face 

while he opens his brown leather briefcase. He slowly pulls out a beautiful 
black and white chess board. He sets the ornate board on the desk in front 
of me. "Observe," he says with an extra creepy smile on his face. Suddenly, 
Katherine pokes her head in the door. "Angelina, you won't believe it! Ev
erybody is jumping into the pool with their clothes on. You've got to see 
this!" Mr. Textric says something to her that comes out as a growl. She 
shrieks and runs down the hall. I look at the chessboard. It has delicate carv
ings of flowers around the edges, highlighted with precious stones of every 
shade which makes the board look like it is dancing around with color. Mr. 
Textric starts to pull out the chess pieces one by one. "This is hand-carved 
crystal," he says, pulling out the white pieces. The sun glints off the pieces, 
which makes them shoot rainbows here ad there. "And these," he says as 
he starts to put the black pieces on the board, "are obsidian, a volcanic rock 
that is like glass. Angelina, we are going to play chess," he says while admir
ing the obsidian king. I b link quickly as I realize there is a big problem. I 
don't know how to play chess. I gulp trying to pick out just the right words. 
"Mr. Textric, I'm sorry for the inconvenience, but I have no idea how to 
play this game. Mr. Textric looks up at me. "Oh really? I'll give you some 
help." He clicks his fingers and there is a flash of light. I'm not sitting in my 
chair any more. I am standing up and there are many other people standing 
around me. I look down on the floor and see my reflection in a polished, 
white marble surface. I do not see a girl with blonde hair, purple glasses, 
freckles, and an old pink dress. I see a girl, but she is transparent, like crys
tal. I r ealize that I am wearing a beautiful dress that I flow ing everywhere 
as I twirl around happily. Then someone taps me on the shoulder. "Your 

majesty, please do not fool around. We have a game to win!" 
-Angelina Weiderock, Grade 4 

2 A.M. 
Math 

2 A.M. 
Have not slept since 6 A.M. 

Here I AM 
up again. 

Is this really where I want to 
be? 

Always worrying 
About the future me. 
Maybe I just wanted 

to see what was on T.V. 
We feel it every year 
pathways, choices, 
A possible career. 
So much pressure, 

swarming overhead 
But when is the next time I'll 

see my 
Bed? 

Late nights. 
Dimmed lights. 

Headaches, 
It has all become slightly 

routine. 
70% of my grade. 

No pressure. 
But don't worry, 

it's only 
Math. 

-Mandy Chandra, Grade 11 

BiaiiwaiMMr 

1 ister Sun and Sister Moon 
A long, long time ago, when man was just born, the Moon and Sun were the beautiful sisters of heaven. Every 

living thing envied their beauty. Even though both the Sun and Moon were beautiful, everyone whispered that the 
Moon's dark skin made her beauty shine even more. When sun heard this, she became jealous. She wanted Moon's skin 
to become white and ugly. She didn't realize how ugly her heart was compared to Moon. One day Sun went to visit 

Moon. 
"Moon, I envy your dark skin and dark hair. It is far more beautiful than mine", Sun said. 

"Your fair skin and golden hair is much prettier, so do not worry my dearest sister", Moon said. 
"Really? Thank you, Moon. Here is a potion for your skin to shine even more", said Sun. 

"Go on, put it on". Sun had lied, the potion was actually bleach. As soon as moon used it, her face became white. 
The council of the stars heard about what had happened and gave Sun the punishment to shine so much that no liv
ing man could see her face. On the other hand, Moon had become even more beautiful with her big, kind heart 
and new face. Anyone could see her without worry. She was loved by everyone; and this is why the moon is white. 

- Diane Kim, Grade 9 

New in Oslo 
It is As I slowly walk through the narrow and icy 

streets of Oslo with my mother, I encounter hundreds of peo
ple with pale skin and blonde hair. I surely don't feel like a 
stranger among them because we almost look the same. Sud
denly, a cold and moist breeze tickles my frozen cheeks, as I 
pass next to my favorite bakery. I stop for a minute just to 
enjoy the sweet smell of the soft, cotton-like doughnuts and 
the crispy crust of the freshly bake Norwegian bread. I can feel 
my mother gently pull on my hand, signaling that I must forge 

ahead. 
We walk through an enormous park, full of children my age. 

My heart starts beating faster and faster, and I can't catch my 
breath. It must be the excitement, as I hope to finally meet new 
friends. But all of a sudden, the happiness is dimmed by an 
aggravating fact: between me and them stands an unbreakable 
language barrier. Knowing that I c annot communicate with 
them in my language, I quickly lose interest and decide to walk 
off. Warm tears filled with sorrow fall on my tiny, red cheeks 

and my heart starts to feel heavy. 
My mother wipes away my tears with a soft tissue which 

smelled like the fields of colorful flowers next to my grand
mother's house. I take a look around as the sun is coming 
down. The warm light flashes into my eyes, but suddenly I 
notice an old lady, sitting alone in the corner of the park. Curi
ously, I walk up and take a closer look. She is wearing a ripped 
dress and a very puffy, yellow coat. Next to her, is a little plate 
on which an old and tarnished Norwegian coin lay. My heart 
is filled with pity and sorrow as my mother explains to me the 

situation of this poor lady 
As my mother hands me coins to place on the plate, the lady 

looks at me with great sympathy and gratitude, which filled my 
heart with a warm feeling. Without hesitation I took off m y 
scarf which happened to be one of my most valuable ones, and 
wrap it around the woman's icy cold neck. Her eyes filled up 
with tears as her chapped lips and warm heart gently whisper 
'thank you'. This moment is worth more to me than making 
a million snowmen in the park with all the possible friends I 

could have that day. 
-Marta Wocjiechowksa 

Music 
Music is my heart, my mind, and spirit 

It is a medicine that can cure all 
Everyone knows it, and all will hear it 

Musics voices can be both big and small 

Listen to the notes, the high and the low 
Have you made your very own melody? 

Do you play an instrument? Piano? 
If you feel sad, musics the remedy 

Do you like orchestras, or maybe bands? 
Ever gone to an opera or ballet? 

I know I am one of the many fans 
"I've been to many concerts," some will say 

I love my music, the sounds and noises 
What to listen to now? 

-Alexandra Weiderock, Grade 7 

Carpe Diem 
One instant. 

Blink, and it has passed you by, 
Never to be found again. 

Even as you feel it, it is gone, 
A new one is here. 

Yet already it, too, is flown. 
The next minute, hour, day, week, month, year 

All fly by in a series of blinks. 
And before you know it, they are gone. 

And we look back, realizing how precious each 
instant was, 

Now that it is gone. 
And we ask ourselves why. 

Why couldn't we live each moment, and love ev
ery moment as it came and fled? 

And we vow to live each instant, live it as it hap
pens. 

Yet so many irreplaceable instants are already 
lost. 

-Mandy Chandra, Grade 11 
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Left to Right: Ryan Keller, Tate Wroblewski, Sapphira Thompson, Katherin Rook, Hayden Owen, 
Ishita Zutshi, Mr. Matthew Pfund, Advisor. Not pictured: Aaron Buckley, Julia Small 

Fifth Grade 
Katherina Batu 

Fifth Grade 
Yugo Arditika 

Fifth Grade 
Jai Vis 

Fifth Grade 
Ishita Zutshi 

Fifth Grade 
Patricija 
Ostroski 

Fifth Grade 
Oliha Sharipova 

Fifth Grade 
Jessica 

Fourth Grade Third Grade Second Grade First Grade 
Ralph Baisden Tiffany Zanoni Adrian Berruga Isaac Hale 

Fourth Grade 
Tate 

Wroblewski 

Third Grade 
Sahar Rabbani 

Second Grade 
Trinity 

Robertson 

First Grade 
Isaac Hale 

Fourth Grade Third Grade 
David Quiceno Serena Simpson 

Second Grade 
Tagandurdy 

Meredov 

First Grade 
Erin Buckley 
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Fourth Grade 

Sapphira 
Thompson 

Third Grade 
Hayden Owens 

Second Grade 
Saya Talgat 

Third Grade 
Sydney Brown 

Second Grade 
Dalila Sakanova 

First Grade 
Tornike Sam-

kharadze 

First Grade 
Abbygail 
Zanoni 

Kindergarten 
Amber 

Oztiirkoglu 
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Kindergarten 
Evren Temizel 
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Kindergarten 
Arnav Mohan 

Kindergarten 
Zachara 
Perkins 

Kindergarten 
Audrey 

Pedersen 

Fourth Grade Second Grade First Grade 
Sarah Buckley Razzakov" Lindsey Grant D.J. Nagy 

GOsmnfixa? ° ©smogs 
Fourth Grade Third Grade Second Grade 

Dayana Arttu Tursinoy 
Shaharuddin Tuominen Salahiddinova 

First Grade 
Zoe Densmore 

Kindergarten 
Paige Fullerton 



Ankara Elementary School paid tribute to Black History Month by put
ting on a program for parents and teachers. This event featured students from 
Kindergarten to fifth grade. Student Shahzod Niyazoz started off the program 
by reading the Proclamation degreed by Congress that February shall serve as 
Black History Month. Tire kindergarten class sang "Ibis Little Light of Mine" 
and student Ryan Keller helped set the mood by explaining the history of the 
American Civil War while the third grade class performed a reader's theatre 
skit about Harriet Tubman, the famous African-American conductor of the 
Underground Railroad. First graders created puppets of famous African-Amer
ican inventors and shared each inventors important contributions with the 
audience. Then the 4th graders took the stage and put on their own version of 
The Orpah Winfrey Show in which students did research on current African-
Americans who have contributed to our society and introduced these impor
tant figures to our audience. Guests of Oprah's show included, President and 
Mrs. Barack Obaina, actor Denzel Washington, poet Maya Angelou, and Oprah 
herself. The second graders provided a moving tribute to the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. by reciting some of his most famous speeches and telling us 
about his lite. Finally, the fifth grade class sang a moving tribute to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. called "The Dream of Martin Luther King" to close out our 
program. All students did a wonderful job performing and really learned a lot 
about Black History. 

26 1  Page design: Karl-Hans Orav 
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Ghouls, ghosts, magic, and much 
more made its way through the halls 
of GCM, as the elementary school 
marched into the Hoja with all the 
Halloween festivity they could mus
ter. With Ms. Gildea dressed as Ms. 
Frizzle of The Magic School Bus and 
Mr. Pfund as her accomplice, the kids 
watched with increasing excitement 
as their favorite superheroes and all 
manner of fairies took center stage. 
Costumes were both colorful and 
creative, and spotted more than once 
were firemen, witches, princesses, 
clowns, Egyptians, policemen, and 

jungle animals. 

Page design: Julie Hansen 



The Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) spon
sored the 'Night of Arts' exhibition and talent show from 
3:00 until 7:30 PM. This was the first time such an event 
was held here at Ankara Elementary/High School and 
proved to be both an artistic and financial success. The 
exhibitions consisted of students' poetry and artwork, 
prominently displayed around the school. In addition, 
there were interactive exhibits all with an artistic theme, 
including spin art, origami, balloon animals, and face 
painting, to name only a few. The culinary arts class was 
not ignored either; Ms. Ayachi's students produced tasty 
hors d'oeuvres and sandwiches for the hungry attendees. 
This fundraising event was the brain child of Mrs. Hwang 
Kyeong Kim, who shepherded the project through to its 
successful conclusion with the help of parents, students, 
and teachers. The event was a great success. Enough 
funds were raised to enable the PTSO to financially 
support the Culinary Arts program with $650.00, the 
Student Council with $325.00, and the National Honor 
Society with $325.00. Plans are already in the pipeline to 
make this an annual event and to find ways to improve 
and extend this wonderful occasion. Congratulations to 
all the producers and participants who made 'A Night of 
Arts' a memorable event. 

fchoolers volunte' 

'olunteer helps out wil irigami 

elementary schooler>busies h< 

MlPagWtesign: Shahida Karimova 

Held between 3:00 to 6:30pm on March 9th, the talent show 
held in Ankara ES/HS was a roaring success. Students from 
kindergarten all the way upto twelfth grade took part in an 
awesome celebration of dance, song, and skill. Piano per
formances were accompanied by singing, even as Hannah 
Clayton did a beautiful rendition of'I can finally see the light 
from the movie Tangled. Alexandra Wiederock and many 
other middle schoolers awed the audience with their piano 
prowess. But dance and song weren't the only kinds of acts -
the evening began with a rousing karate act! Highlights of the 
event included Karey Daniels' performance of Adele's 'Roll
ing in the Deep,' and senior Julie Hansen's own composition, 
'Falling for You.' Sophomore Gaby DeSpain gave a spirited 
jazz performance, and by the end of the evening, one fact was 
absolutely clear to the audience: Ankara's Got Talent. 

RIGHT: 

Three third rs perf^H Beyonce's hit single! 

5th grader Melissa Gillis 
Strikes a pretty pose. 

7th grader Alexandra Wiederock grader 
plays the piano 



Middle schoel students from Ankata have been going to Space Camp Turkey since it opened in 2000 in 
Izmift They have had the opportunity'f'o learn about' the*spage.program through active involve/nent in 
this'ptogram anihave a good time doing it. • In addition, for the past few years we havS addeci a trip'to^ 
Ephdsus and Sardis lining the pld witfUhe pew. This will rwdst likely be;the last year we will b e ebleto 

•offer this experience since the yourfgenRudents afe ho/longer ab'le to travel on oversight trips. Soitoev 
to what had be.come another traditibn'hdfe in/thkara. * '. * V 



On Thursday, May 17, 2012 the 9th and 10th grade Honors Literature and 
World History as well as the Video Communications class went on a study 

-trip to the Hittite capital, Hattusha. After a three hour bus ride, they arrived 
"at the ancient rock temple. There they saw the remains of ancient reliefs of 
dieties (pictured below). Next, the group went to the city itself and the "green 

|roik"(pictured above). The tour group then made a quick stop at the lions 
•jgate, before driving to the tunnel that went under the city wall. At the tunnel, 
[the group worked on various projects, that would be completed at school. Hie 
final portion of the trip was a drive-by of the Phinix gate, after which the group 
returned to Ankara. Special thanks go out to Ms. Hayward, who was there ev
ery step of the way. 



.nkara's 

advanci 

Bottom Row: Oleksandra Shteliuk, Leila Sakanova, Hannah Clayton, Mira Wroblewski 
Top Row: Shohi Niyazova, Mrs. Linda Price, Sang Wook Uhm 

This year a team of middle school students, mostly 6th graders, worked together to 
put out a newspaper with a slant toward the tastes and concerns of middle school 
students. Under the guidance of advisor, Mrs. Linda Price, the students learned how to do 
interviews, write articles, and lay out pages to produce a quality final product. 

This was the first year that this activity existed and judging from the enthusiasm of the 
students and the results of their efforts, it will continue into the future. 



1.Report to your assigned 
2.Listen and follow direct1 

3.Freeze when the whistl 
4.Keep your hands and fdj 
5 Respect yourself,othera 



(Front Row Left to Right) Samantha Root, Laura DePablo Cabrera, Hannah Clayton,Noa Vis, Gideon Hansen 
(Back Row Left to Right)Sibel Akyurek.Shokhida Karimova, Justin Keller, Deniz Alibazoglu, Jackson Sylvester 

(not pictured, Karey Daniel) 
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From Top Left: Bryan Kim, Alexander Bilger, J.C Hamilton, Clara Ham 
ilton, Mandy Chandra, Irmak Ecevit, Julie Hansen, Taylor Williamitis, 
Izzty Pinuera, Zach Silliman 

Annual Induction Tradilion-The Shirting of Inductees 
Page design: Julie Hansen 

Ms. Lynda Nayward-Sponsor 
Julie Hansen-President 

Bryan Kim-Vice President 
Irmak Ecevit-Secretary ft Treasurer 



Students from grades 2-5 individually, or as members of a 
team, applied the skills they have learned in their study of 

science for their science display; February 8th-15th. 

Juniors Clara Hamilton and Taylor Wil-
liamitis represented GCM 
in the 2012 International Student Lead 
ership Summit in Germany. 

IWeilurwj 

7th graders Jake Duda and Emma Rook represented GCM in the 2012 Junior Leadership Seminar in Germany. 

Vulcanology 
Katherine Rook 1st place 
Rock Candy 
Serena Simpson 2nd place 
How Much Water? 
Arttu Tuominem 3rd place 

Electromagnetism 
Aditiy Nagarajan 1st place 
Electromagnetism 
Khabibakhon Mirzaeva-2nd 
Crystals 
Melissa Gillis and Oliha 
Sharipova 3rd place /r 

Crystals are Cool 
Sarah Buckley 1st place 
Disinfectant 
Ralph Baisden 2nd place 
Yuck! 
Elizabeth Squire 3rd place 

Hot Air Eggsperiment 
Antonio Ostroki-lst place 
Water Density 
Atrem Genchev 2nd place 
Each One at their Level 
Adrian Berruga 3rd place 

Page design: Julie Hansen 



senior student edi 
E^^^^^5jm^^^^^^^^^S5op!il<m!irtnoved from strength to 
^gl^^lFm^^Sppiotoshop, In Design, and Adobe in 
gjjpreral. Thl yearbook class hopes you enjoy the yearbook as 
puch as,they have enjoyed making it! 
P 
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Er.om.Left, Alex Bileer, Zaeh Silliman, Bryan Kim, Isabella Pinuerta 
Zheng, Deniz>Alibazoglu 

JUNIOR SCIEi 
HUMANITI 

The European Regional JSHS emulates a scientific conference where scientif||^^^H iculate 
the results of their research. Students participated in a STEM Challenge Activit^^^Blowed 
them to explore alternative fuels and hydrogen fuel cars throughout the event. ^Bo went 
on a field trip to visit the facilities at Merck, the market leader in manufactulf^^^^B ill 1111 
liquid crystals for liquid crystal displays (LCDs). 

One of our JSHS participants, Mandy Cham 
ing her findings to the symposium. Her res 
Brain in Relation to Athleticism". 

idra did an exemplary job p 
ch paper was titled "Left 

Alexander Bilger did particularly well, and 
in the Biology competition. Our mathemat 
Chandra; Bryan Kim; Isabella Pinerua and 
placing 3rd in the mathematics competition 

placed 3rd in the Chemistry c 
ics team placed 3rd overall, 
Wenjie Zheng. Bryan 

as an individual. 

ticulat-
? of the 



While listening to opening speeches 
v~r-~ \ - S X / \ 

- !ORDs 

OFi Bullets" 

smiie with re A^S^^Sumov 
\ W I —u '•! -Lb 

% 4 m  zz***. F t ,  w% Ju 11 iorsTfanm^iKmanum^Qa^^^an" i It on smi 1 e with sophomore Araai^Darimov Clara Hamilton smiles with former student Josh 
i A\ i /,SS=SS5̂ =m—u u—=u=====mj i |jf 

MUNESCO (Model United Nations) is an annual mock UN conference 
held in March in Bilkent Laboratory International School (BLIS). It involves -
meeting people from all over the world that come in as 'delgates' in commit- p . 
tees to debate certain issues on a formal agenda. The conference has certain ^ 
committees - juniors Clara Hamiltonand Mandy Chandra found themselves_ 
in Executive Boards I and II, which follow security council parliamentary 
format; sophomore Arslan was in the general assembly committee. The 
idea of MUN is to diplomatically represent the interests of your country, 5gj " Mandy Chandra thinks about it for a minute 
while attempting to pass resolutions, or charters, to solve the issue at hand. SSSUfc*®"" 
It is the student version of the United Nations, and like the UN, it has strict , 

First-timers Clara and Arslan learned that parliamentary procedure __ •'"* ' • W&mF* H 
can be hard to follow in the middle of a heated debate. When debating, they C I • ll'p* 
had to remember to use the third person and NEVER use words like "I" » 1 ar 
or "you.With time, they learned to actively present their own clauses and I w 
resolutions. One procedural issue they encountered was misstating a 'point W * 
of information', or quite simply, a question - they could only ask ONE ques- (f— f 
tion, and were not permitted to make anv statements. 11 WW J f tion, and were not permitted to make any statements. H ' / I  

* 

Clara Hamilton listens carefully to a fellow delegate 

( 52 ! Page design: Mandy Chandra 

Compromise is good, says Arslan Darimov 

The delegates from Ankara ES/HS also quickly realized 
that the sending of notes was always permitted within the room 
(these are sent to other delegates with the intent of gaining sup
port on an issue, or consulting a country). 

Arslan, Clara, and Mandy also learned that questioning 
'relevance' and 'inference' after a random question or argument 
could tear down an opponent's position. Clara Hamilton noted 
that, when asked a question that has nothing to do with the 
speech, "The best feeling is saying, 'we fail to see where and how 
the delegate made this inference.' It is the best feeling ever!" 

The delegates from "Ankara American school," (as we 
are often called outside) debated fantastically while passing their 
own resolutions. At the end of the conference, our delegates 
were verbally acknowledged and honored in the closing cer
emony. Well done, guys! 

BERLIN SEMINAR 
This was the first year that a student from GCM was se
lected to attend the seminar, known officially as the 'Konrad 
Adauneur Stifung Berlin Seminar.' Julie Hansen, a senior, 
attended this week-long seminar held in Berlin, Germany. 
She was accompanied by twelve students from across DoDDs 
Europe as well as fifteen students from the School of Com
petitive Sports in Berlin. This school trains students from 
ages twelve to ninteeen for national and international sports 
competitions, specifically for the Olympics. The Seminar 
was focused on German politics, history, and governement. 
Students attended lectures by prominent German figures and 
gyred Government buildings such as the Bundestag. The 

5erience, says Julie, was unforgettable. "I was able to form 
ig friendships with not only the American students, H 

th fhe German ones as well. I came into the seminar not-n 
jing <yhat to expect and with a stereotype of the Ger 

rt with a deep love and respect f< 
r government, and tljeir way of 1 
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Coming back from years of i nactivity, the Cross Country team succeeded in making a name 
for t hemselves this year. W ith fourteen h igh s chool r unners, a nd o ver a d ozen m iddle 
schoolers, the team started out strong. Also new to the program was Coach Napoli. Being a 
veteren of C ross Country herself, she was able to create a sucessful program that brought 
results.Despite the small area a nd limited time the team had to train, the team found 
great success at every meet this season. In all three meets against Incirlik Niko Root won 
the men's races with Jackson Sylvester close behind in second place. Julie Hansen came 
in 3rd in the women's race as well as Lisel Sylvester beating her personal best time each 
race. Injuries prevented the girls from qualfying for Europeans, but the boys team suprised 

^ everyone by capturing the European Division III title. Great Job Trojans! 
flyPage design: Julie Hansen 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Back Row, From Left: N iko Root, Daniel McCrory, Tz-Pin Mo, Davin Baxter, Liesl Sylvester, Karl Hanz, Bryan Kim 

Front R ow, F rom Left: Barnabas Soos, Ciaran Ellis, Ray Duda, Miles Owens, Julie Hansen, Jackson Sylvester 

Wenjie Zhung, Coach Napoli 

: NIKO ROOT 
V • 

W / ' Y  

2MB MACE 
$ 18.47 

JACKSON 
SYLVESTER 
3RD PLACE 
19.15 
KARL HANS 
4TH PLACE 
19.47 
DANIEL 
MCRORY 
19TH PLACE 
20.15 
BARNABUS 
SOOS 
29TH PLACE 
21.23 



This year at the ASA tournament, the girls 
faced their first loss of the season against the Hod-
jas of Incirlik. They came back with a Venieande 
on the following day, defeating Bilkent for the 
first time in school history. \\ hen the exhausted 
Lady Trojans faced Incirlik again for the cham
pionship game, the first set was Won by Ankara 
25-18 in a fantastic team effort. JSs 

In the second set, however, while the Lady Jam 
Trojans were poised for victory at 24-17, Hodja 
captain Kyara Nieves served for;5 straight points, 
before Ankara's Marta Wojciechowska took the 
serve with a 4 point lead. She went on to serve :. 
for 7 straight points, helping the Lady Trojans to 
claim their first ever ASA Volleyball Champion
ship with a 25-14 victory. Michelle Anastasia 
emphasizes, "Throughout the season, the girls and 
I really bonded, and that helped us win the ASA 
tournament. Working together and being a team 
has really made lULspecial year." 

The girls went on to spend a grueling few 

In the very first weekend sports trip agamst 
Incirlik, the Lady Trojans beat the Hodjas 3-0, 
3-2, and 3-1. "We were really nervous," admitted 
Clara Hamilton. "We didn't know how it would 
go." The win marked not only the start of a prom
ising season, but the first in a string of victories. 
The Lady Tro jans, armed with a whole lot of team 
spirit, were nearly undefeated this year. 

The wins gave the team the confidence 
and the concentration to beat Oasis, the german 
school, as well as Bilkent, to win our very own 
annual ASA Tournament. 

arming up for a game 

Middle Row: Ni 
Marta; Wocjiechowska, Isabella Pinuera 
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Game Scores 
Deniz Alibazoglu-

vs. Blain Swaggart 
@ Ankara- win- 6-2, 6-2 
@ Incirlik- win- 6-2, 6-1 

Gonzalo Marin And Zach Siliman 

vs. Nick Wilkerson and Blake Eckert 
@ Ankara- win 6-0, 6-1 
@ Incirlik- win 6-0, 6-0 

Aygerim Temirbek 
@ Ankara- Loss 0-6, 0-6 

Shokhida Karimova 
@ Incirlik- Loss 0-6, 0-6 

Aygerim Temirbek and Diane Kim 
@ Incirlik- Loss 0-6, 0-6 

imin 

Top: The girls team: Aygirim, Diane, and 
Shokhida 

Above: The tennis team shows off their 
skills in Incirlik. 

Right: Trey Daniel showing off his funk after 
wm hitting a tennis ball. 

Front Row From Left To Right: JC Hamilton, Aygerim Temirbek, Diane Kim, Shokhida Karimova, 
And Zach Siliman 

Sitting In Front: Arslan 

The Trojan Cheer: 
"Yesil, Beyaz 
Yesil, Beyaz 

Yesil, Beyaz 
Enbuyuk, Ankara 

Campion, Ankara" 
I Is called out by the entire I 
team after every practice. 

Back Row From Left To Right: Coach Baldemor, Deniz Alibazoglu, Alex Bilger, Gonzalo Marin, 
Trey Daniel, And Mikhiel Khakhutashvili 



lop: Munyung Kim, Karl-Hans Orav, Joesph Anastasia, Azamat Suyubayev, Arslan Darimov, Adam Al-Jamal 
Alex Bilger, Alejandro Pinerua, Davin Baxter, Douglas DeBacker 

Bottom: Beksultan Ibraimov, Shariliddin Sharipov,Justin Keller, Barnabas Soos, Jake Duda 

This year brought almost a whole 
new team to the wrestling season. 
Faced with tough obsticales and 
hardships, the team managed to 
persevere. While only few went 
to Germany, the team effort was 

outstanding. This season brought 
many glorious wins and losses 
that the team managed to grow 

from. 
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Top Row Left To Right: James Daniel III, Vikrant Zutshi, Gonzalo Marin Gomez, 
^Marek Lukaszuk, Daniel McCrory, And Tz-Pin Mo 

Front Row Left To Right: Wenjie Zheng, Ciaran Ellis, Mikheil Khakhutasvili, Zachary 
Silliman, Miles Owens, John Hamilton, and Raymond Duda 
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3, 4...Go White! 
'age design: Aliz soos 

Also known 
as: 

Strider R. 

Vanilla Ice 

Twizzler 

Sweet- ums 

Giraffe loach Margaret Carder, Sibel Elizabeth Akyurek, Gaby DeSpain, Aliz Soos,Taylor Wil-

lamitis, Evie Baisden, Niko Root 

Backnip 

Bonding in German 

Together we stand, together we fall, all for one and one for all! 

Go Green! The Ankara Cheerleaders were full 
of zest and laughter. The energetic team this year 
included of Gaby Sigurddson, Aliz Soos, Sibel 
Akyurek, Evie Baisden, Taylor Williamitis, and 
Niko Root. Team captains Evie and Gaby made re
markable contributions to practice sessions, while 
encouraging new routines and music selections. 
"'Gaby did a lot. She made up the routine and did 
a lot of the music," adds Aliz Soos. Their coach, 
Mrs. Margaret Carder, was proud of their perfor
mance in Germany - although they didn't place, 
they did a great job. The practices entailed all man
ner of crazy stunts - jumps, herkies, hurdlers, and 
toe-touches mingled with a teeny bit of dancing. 
"Even though we were just a team, it felt like we 
were a family," says Sibel Akyurek wistfully. The 
team often bonded over junk food - yes, junk food 
- and practiced lifts and stunts while cheering on 
the Trojans in their basketball matches. For those 
of you that missed the cheerleaders in the sidelinei 
of the Ankara-lncirlik matches, you missed a lot o 
spirit! 

xWe don't play the 
field. . .we rule tha 
lines.*J®ai"-

The cheerleaders practicing one of their stunts 



Through the fire and flames the strong 
Trojans managed to overcome every 
bad turn. With bodacious amounts of 
determination they never gave up. 
Losing the first game in the ASA 
tournament they managed to turn their 
luck around and win in the end. Bad 
luck followed the Trojans throughout 
the season, but that didn't stop them 
from trying their best at every single 
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Back Row: Munyung Kim, Niko Root, Gonzalo Marin Gomez, Marek Lukaszuk, Karl-Hans Orav, Ata 
Kazaz, Davin Baxter, Kyungdong Do, John Murray, Adam Al-Jamal, Nursultan Ibraimov, Coach Cai ignan 

Front Row: Wenjie Zheng, Greg Er, Shivam Sengar, Zach Silliman, Ciaran Ellis, 
Mikheil Khakhutashvili, Jackson Sylvester, Barnabas Soos, Arslan Darimov, Azamat Suyubayev 
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Oscar Baldemore Najet Ayachi Fusun Agusman Danielle Avenick 

Serra Qoruh Douglas DeBacker Margaret Carder Leigh Carignan 

Terence Douglas Pamela Francis Paul Generlli Cheri Gildea 

_ Aimee Guignan Lynda Hayward 
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Senem Kadioglu Douglas Kittelsor 

Patricia Plunkett Kathleen Napoli Matthew Pfund John McNeal 

Timothy Redden Alicia Sexton Linda Price 

L*-C  ̂j 
Elizabeth Tafoya 
. > * M > V .. 

Corinne Vail Brenda Taylor 

Catherine Yabok» Soraya Vanderbeek Darla Williamitis 
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Hidir Asian Zeynel Giiven Rodne iy Price 
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Serkan Qakmak 

Cengiz Ozgen? Mehrr Mehmet Oztiirk 

Nilay Tanir Mehmet Uniir 

Kenan Sa 
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Avi Mohan Ishita Zutshi tiy Nagarajan 

It has been a delight to teacftthe fifth grade class this 
year. Each studtyrt m3.de me feel very welcome to 
Ankara ES/HS and made this year a fantastic year. I 
know these fifth graders have a bright future and I . 

m u 

Christian Caissie Ryan Keller Mahri Dovletsahedova atherina Batu 
--" 

Shahzod Niyazov md Niya; 
Habiba MirzaeVa 

• ^ 

Oliha Sharipova 
£9 Patricija Otroski 



MET 
FL'GHTS 

odidos 





®iisgrbu£bfenergetic and kind students had a wonderful year o fgrowth-both personally and mentally. 
like to being abl^to dp money transactions and 

students to new heights of personal growth. Scienc^tom<ffien^ro^^etii^TOfrl1fS^ dtrt5raS tbe£exv J 
plored the adaptations of a pumpkin to investigating states of mater and forces. We all laughed along with 
the antics of Junie B. Jones and delved deeply into the unfairness of life and how we should treat each other. 
Students understood that sarcasm oozes from Mr. Pfund's pores, he is the "meanest teacher" ever, and 
whining is a sure way to destroy his patience. Overall, the 2011-2012 3rd grade class had the time of their 
lives making friends and learning at the one-of-a-kind Ankara Elementary School. 



Elay Levy Hayden Owens SaharRabbani Ville Vanhanen 
£ 

Aiym Yerenbay Tiffany Zanoni 
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pi.Vrai 

when I see my-smdents' excitemerit -1 am inspired to challenge. 



Athelya Naqeebbah 
Abdul Rahman 

vi 1 

Tagandurdy Meredov Antonio Ostroski 

Trinity Robertson Ciara Roe Dalila Sakanova 

Adam Berruga Aysha Durdyyeva Artem Gerchev 
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Saya Talgat 
(M 

Tursinoy 
Salahiddinova 

Julia Saldana 



How did it get so late so soon? 
It's night before it's afternoon. 
December is here before it's June. 
My goodness how the time has flewn. 
How did it get so late so soon? 

-Dr. Seuss-
Our first grade class has made tremendous growth this year. We 
have learned to become better readers, better writers, mathema
ticians, and scientists; but most importantly we have become 
better students. We have learned about the world and where we 
all come from- Algeria, Australia, Azerbaijan, Canada, Georgia, 
Germany, India, Japan, Kazakhstan, Sweden, Turkey, Turkmenistan 
Ukraine, and the United States were all represented this year. We 
will miss all of our friends as some of us travel on to new homes 
during the summer. 

- Keep up 



EyLia, ~B>uckUij Z^ot V>e\A,S>\M.DYt ROI/Uftl/V 

Hu\A\A,aV\ CfLidea K-ylee ^ortzyi^sfel Isaac, Ha It IIA,U Ha saiAova 

Tor\Ai\zt 

samfehaYadze 
cfltyn Nn gnrfljaiA, J^avld Makrt Rx>zybayeVfl 

•Serbilchute 
slrl Pfllo .Soderberg i Abbygall Za^oiaI juLla SwaU 



New friends, new 
faces, new languages 
from different places. 

Fun play, fun day 
Hey first grade is not 

far away!! 
Lots of learning, lots 

to do....... 
Mrs. Francis is so 

PROUD of you!! 
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Douglas Bassi Rodriguez Aiman Nabil Abdul Rahman 

Sharifiddin Sharipov D'Michael Thompson 

Kalisse Hoach-Owens Beksultan Ibraimov Christian Jajliardo 

Alexandra Wiederock Isabelle Murray 

Chrisil Ouseph Emma Rook 
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Karol Otalvaro Baron Zaheer Rabani Nani Khumbalo Barnabas Soos Jackson Sylvester Vikrant Zutshi 
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Future Plans: 
Botanist, back-packer, and Sports medi 

cine 

"Do what makes you happy... Stand for 
what you believe in and don't let anyone 
tell you that you can't do whatever you 
want to do. I'm a unicorn, and the heck 

with anybody who say I'm not." 
-Tyler the Creator 

ftfc » A 4 X • • : b V 11 '• > 1 
UASOUMff' 
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Future Plans: 
Marry Oprah Winfrey, buy a whole 

bunch of shoes and live lavish 

Maturity is a high price to pay for 
growing up." 

-Tom Stoppard 

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 



Future Plans: 
Plans to go to the Manchester College 

in Manchester, England in order to 
study courses which will prepare her 
for studying Criminology or Law in 

university 

If opportunity doesn't knock, build a 
door." 

-Milton Berle 

Future Plans: 
Will attend Brigham Young University 

and study International Relations 

Don't try to fit in, you were born to 
stand out." 

-Anonymous 
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Future Plans: 
Plans to go to the Manchester College 

in Manchester, England in order to 
study courses which will prepare her 
for studying Criminology or Law in 

university 

'If opportunity doesn't knock, build a 
door." 

-Milton Berle 

Future Plans: 
Will attend Brigham Young University 

and study International Relations 

Don't try to fit in, you were born to 
stand out." 

-Anonymous 



Future Plans: 
Will attend Delft University of 

Technology or Virginia Tech and study 
Aerospace Engineering 

'If you thrive to die, you will live 
If you wish to live, you will die." 

-Admiral Soon Shin Lee 

Future Plans: 
Will attend University of Warsaw 

and will study International Law and 
American Studies 

"The significance of a man is not in 
what he attains but in what he longs to 

attain." 
-Kahlil Gibran 

Arsenal 
(SBSFi 



Future Plans 
Will grow a Gandalf Beard 

"There isn't a way things should be. 
There's just what happens, and what we 

Terry Pratchett 

REMEMBERS 

Future Plans: 
To study diligently in order to procure a 
worthy position at an international firm 

in order to create a secure financial future 

"An intellectual is a man who takes more 
words than necessary to tell more than he 

knows." 
-Dwight D Eisenhower 

Procrastination is your 
body's way of saying 
you are doing 

something you 
shouldn't be mM 
doing. 

reservoir 

I have the cape 
I make the 
whoosh noises. 



Future Plans: 
Will study engineering in NIT, India 

"When I despair, I remember that all 
through history the ways of truth and 

love have always won. There have been 
tyrants, and murderers, and for a time 

they can seem invincible, but in the end 
they always fall. Think of it-always." 

-Mahatma Gandhi 

Future Plans: 
Will study International Relations and 

attend the Diplomatic Academy in 
order to pursue my career working for 

NATO, EU or the Polish government as a 
diplomat 

"Live as if you were to die tomorrow. 
Learn as if you were to live forever." 

-Mahatma Gandhi 








