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Admiral Richard E. Byrd 
1888-1957 

After graduating from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1912, Admiral Richard E. Byrd became one of the most 
famous navigational aviators in history. Admiral Byrd 
pioneered the technique for night-time landings on 
seaplanes on the ocean, lobbied and won the fight for the 
first post-war-raise for military personnel, and helped 
establish the Bureau of Aeronautics. Although he 
accomplished many tasks on the ground, he is more 
famous for his expeditions in the air. 

In 1926, Admiral Byrd took leave from the Navy to 
organize a privately financed expedition to the Arctic. 
Supported by Edsel Ford, John D. Rockefeller Jr., and 
others, Admiral Byrd reached the North Pole with his 
co-pilot, Floyd Bennet, on May 9, 1926, which earned 
them both a Medal of Honor upon their return to the 
U.S. In addition, with commercial sponsorship. Admiral 
Byrd was the first to complete a multi-engine airplane 
flight across the Atlantic Ocean to France, and then he 
turned his sights toward Antarctica, which led to five 
expeditions down south. 

During those expeditions, Admiral Byrd discovered 
hundreds of thousands of square miles of territory that 
were claimed for the United States. He flew over the 
South Pole in November 1929, and he spent most of the 
winter of 1934 alone in a hut to conduct research some 
100 miles into the interior, which was a first for this type 
of research. He later became the commanding officer of 
the U.S. Antarctic Service and earned two decorations as 
Chief of Naval Operations. He has been one of the most 
influential figures in polar research. 

Richard E. Byrd Elementary School Song 
(To the tune of "Auld Lang Syne") 

High on a hill in old Negishi 
In Yokohama town 

Byrd School is filled with happy children 
Who come from all around. 

We start as kindergarten kids 
When we are very small; 

And through the years we grow together 
So straight and strong and tall. 

We learn to read, we learn to write, 
And play together too; 

Our teachers teach us math and science 
A n d  A - E - I - O - U .  

Of course we study all the world 
And we learn what's Japanese 

Arigato, Sayonara, and 
Cherry Blossom trees! 

And as we finish our years here 
And we go our separate ways, 

We'll all hold dear our memories 
Of dear old Byrd School Days! 

Cover Art by Sarah Bass 



Dear Byrd Family Members: 

We have had a great year this year!! It has all been as a result of the collaborative 
efforts of parents, teachers, students, and staff. We began our year with over 145 
students. All of the students came to school with high expectations and a willingness to 
learn. Our teachers, "old" and "new," demonstrated excellent teaching skills. We have 
had a great deal of fun learning. We have also enjoyed very strong support from our 
volunteers. We especially want to thank our PTO, SAC, and daily volunteers. We 
recognize how difficult it is to work fulltime and devote fulltime hours to our school. 

We say good-bye to our fifth graders. We wish them well in their pursuit of sixth 
grade and beyond: 

Joshua Adair 
Nature Fejarang 
Tyler Kalil 
Glenn Newbins 

Sarah Bass 
Michelle Fishback 
Marcus Lavin 
James Sisson 

Christopher Colquitt Chantelle Ennett 
Tiffany Greenwood Sharif Hicks 
Ebony Lewis Tryheme Mitchell 
Rina Stokes Kyara Thornton 

We also wish our retiring teachers the very best in their new lives as "civilians" in the 
continental United States. We will miss their presence and immense contributions to our 
family: 

Mrs. Willie Yamada Mr. Don Moisen 

We noticed that a great number of families who have been with us for five or 
more years will be leaving. We are so sorry to lose such vital members of our 
community of learners. 

To all of you, we wish you the very best! 

Continue to strive for excellence throughout your life! 

Sara A. Porter 
Principal 
Whatever It Takes 
Together We Will Make a Difference 

Students and Faculty 
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Joshua Adair, fifth grade 



Pre-Kindergarten 
Morning Class 
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Bae, Karissa 

Cardweli, Tiara 

Cook, Aisha 

Green, Vincent 

Hewitt, Justin 

Hilarski, Bradley 

Hottle, Fabiana 

Macomb, Alexis 

Wilson, Harley Prior, Andrea 

Mailo, Amy 

Newbins, Alexandra 

Newsome, Noah 

Winans, Marina 

Prior, Andrea 

Beard, Michelle 

Buck, Karen 

Davis, Tania 

Jackson, Maya 

Jordan, Nia 

Marks, Aaric 

Mc John, Michelle 

Nail, Kai 

Parker, Jessamine 

Sato, Rhythm 

Pre-Kindergarten 
Afternoon Class 

Fejarang, Anna 
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Mrs. Prior shows two of her students how to 
write their alphabet. 
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Jackson, Marilyn Jackson, Larry 

Berry, Marina 

Chaffin, Miharu 

Crockett, Ariel 

Dey, Risako 

Fox, Rachael 

Hottle, Shawn 

London, Fiona 

Moore, Earnest 

Nickles, Vanessa 

Nunn, Jordan 

Rogers, lanna 

Rolland, Lavance 

J 

Anderson, Shannon 

Saintostil, Sydney 

Sudler, Kianna 

Williams, Deane -*7 

Wilson, De Shawn 

Kindergarten is a fun 
time for these young 
students. They are 
learning to read, write 
and count. Many of 
them can't wait to get 
started and they are 
anxious to share what 
they know. 



First Grade • 

Haug. Karin 

Arroyo, Nelson 

Bonica, Car'y 

Greenwood, Ashley 

Hassell, Dante 

Helman, Silvya 

Hubbard, Amber 

Jones, Shumon 

Jourden, Brandon 

King, Nancy 

Lavin, Tia 

Marks, Brandon 

Palmer, Samuel 

Andrews, Faalon 

V « S - ! Ifi 
i n  « » » » i  
v\\\ ! I tl-
n u n s  1 1  1 3  \ r s 111 j yi 
^  \ ; I i t  f  i /  •  

Parker, Quinn 

Salsberry, De Shawn 

Shaw, Cayne 

Sisson, Grace 

Smith, Karilee 

Yante, Simon 

Mrs. Haug's 
students use 
manipulatives to 
solve math 
problems (upper 
right, lower right) 
and they practice 
handwriting 
skills, (right, 
bottom left) 



First and Second Grade 

Laporte, Renee 

Burke, Azriel 

Burton, Anthony 

Caliliw, Kim 

Cardwell, Deion 

Carrier, Christy 

Gabbin, Dominique 

Hernandez, Kendrick 

Jackson, Sara 

Jackson, Whitney 

Johnson, Robin 

Lewis, Valerie 

McGillvery, Alyssa 
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Nev/bins, Marvin 

First and second grade is hard work. A few students are kicking back after a long day (upper left). 
Ms. Laporte gives one on one attention to her students (upper right). Sharing ideas is always 
helpful (bottom left) and quiet time is spent with a good book (lower right). 



Childers, Alyce 

Beard, Robert 

Chaffin, Satoshi 

Delos Santos, Jermaine 

Horton, Kiah 

Jackson, Tierria 

Kennedy, Kylie 

Lancy, Jessica 

Martin, Christopher 

Poeling, Natasha 

Simpson, Lucas 

Taylor, Felicia 

Tsukada, Leiya 

Second and Third 
Grade 

Bass, F<ichard 

Ms Childers' split class 
takes a break while Mrs. 
Fox reads them a story 
(left). School is not all 
work. Ms. Childers puts 
the finishing touches on 
the class' Chinese 
dragons (middle left) and 
the students cleanse the 
school for Chinese New 
Year (middle right). 
Some assignments are 
easy (bottom right) and 
some require a little extra 
help (bottom left). 



Third Grade 

Yamada, Wilma 

Coleman, Delisha 

Derner, Nicholas 

Dey, Wayne 

Ennett, Jamal 

Evins, Myles 

Gilmore, Miki 

Hill, Naomi 

Jackson, Z'larius 

Johnson, Alexandria 

Merrell, Christopher 

Mitchell. Keila 

Palmer, Elizabeth 

Arroyo, Evelyn 

Rogers, Jasmin 

Rolland, Dominique 

Sacramento, Adrian 

Sellers, Dominic 

Sellers, Xavier 

Warner, Josephine 
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In third grade, students learn that different jobs require 
different tools like concentration (top right) and listening 
(bottom left). But, there's time to take in the view (middle 
right) especially if it's a cute boy (bottom right). 
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Fourth Grade 

Ferry, Georgian a 

Burdette, Frances 

Chapman, Alphonso 

Ellis, Angel 

Fajardin, Kyle 

Aiken, Morgan 

Gonzalez, Anthony 

Graham, Thouma 

Hashimoto, Erica 

Holly, Mason 

Horton, Sinclair 

Jackson, Jasmine 

London, Bjork 

Marin, Alexis V* 

Mc Gillvery, Amanda 

Poole. Joseph 

Smith, Justin 

Stroup, Alex 

Thouma, Graham 

Violette, Sakura 
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During the last fifteen minutes of each day these 
students enjoy Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) 
(top right, middle left, bottom left). They also get a 
chance to help the Pre-Kindergarten with some 
Thanksgiving treats ( bottom right). 



Fifth Grade 

Okada, Patricia Adair, Joshua 

Bass, Sarah 

Colquitt, Christopher 

Ennett, Chantelle 

Fejarang, Nature 

Fishback, Michelle 

Greenwood, Tiffany 

Flicks, Sharif 

Kahl, Tyler 

Lavin, Marcus 

Lewis, Ebony 

Mitchell, Tryheme 

Newbins, Glenn 

Sisson, James 

Stokes, Rina 

Thornton, Kyara 

Fifth grade can 
be trying, but a 
quiet break is 
always welcome 
while Mr. 
Stonebarger 
steps in for a 
day (left). Some 
students like to 
keep up with the 
news (bottom 
left). Growing 
up means extra 
responsibilities 
(bottom 
middle), but a 
chance to read 
the sports page 
makes things 
seem not so bad 
(bottom right). 



SPECIALS Japanese Culture 
Students have the unique opportunity to learn 
more about their host country in Japanese Culture 
class. The Japanese language, its history, the 
Sorobon, origami, and native games are some of 
the activities each student experiences during 
their twice-weekly visits with Takako Ookubo-
san. 

Ms. Ookubo-
san gives Mrs. 
Ferry's fourth 
grade class 
instructions 
(left) before 
they begin 
today's lesson 
(bottom left). 
Japanese 
writing adorns 
a wall under the 
tatami mat 
(bottom right). 
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Art 
Ms. Lydia Atkinson teaches art and gifted at 
Byrd Elementary. Her students use paper, 
string, plastic, wood, cotton, and even clay to 
express themselves and create the imaginative 
works that line the hallway for everyone to 
enjoy. 

• 

Students use 
household 
items to make 
interesting 
pictures 
(upper left). 
Attention is 
given to fine 
details (upper 
right), and 
planning is 
critical to a 
project 
(lower left). 

• • 

Ms. Atkison lends a helping hand (top left) 
while some students put on the final touches 
(top right). Mrs. Okada's class receives 
instructions (middle left) and Ms. Laporte's 
students take a hands on approach (middle 
right). Some projects take a delicate tough 
(bottom right). 



Music 
Mr. Thomas Martin's music class offers 
Byrd students a chance to practice and 
perform songs for a verity of occasions. 
They also learn to read music and play 
the recorder. 

Mrs. Haug's students warm up their voices (top left). Mr. 
Martin shows them how it's done (top right). Music sets many 
moods form dancing (bottom left) to moments of quiet 
reflection (bottom right). 

UP 

Physical Education 
Mr. Stonebarger comes to Byrd Elementary 
three times a week to guide the students in 
sports and games. He teaches them 
teamwork, sportsmanship, coordination, and 
cooperation. 

Stonebarger, Phil 

P. E. is a fun way to take a 
tumble (left). But one must 
stretch to prevent injures 
(middle right) before taking in a 
game (bottom left) and getting 
to know each other a little bit 
better (bottom right). 



Counseling 
Students meet once a week with Mr. 
Thomas Martin to practice social 
skills and learn how to deal with 
issues like bullying, teasing, and 
peer pressure. 

STAFF AND SPECIALISTS 

designed by Mrs. Ferry's class % 0-• -. * # -  ̂
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Atkison, Lydia 

Carter, Linda 

Castro, Efrain 

Clarke, Carol 

Councilor, Patrick 

Fejarang, Anna 

Ferraris, Amy 

Fox, Laurie 

Graff, Mary 

Hamilton, Kathie 

Hernandez, Robert 

Morgan, Elizabeth 

Martin, Thomas 

Moisen, Don 

Perters, Lynn 

Saito, Ryuuji 

Vargas, Vanessa 

Willard, Charles 

Smith, Lorilee 

Evans, Masako 

Williams, Toshiko 

Bell, Clerita 

Hiroo Kotetsu-san 

Martin, Rhodora 



Fukano, Fumiko 

Greenwood. Atsuko 

Flassell. Kumiko 

Derner Yoko 

Taylor, Akiko 

Yamamoto, Yuko 

Petrucci, Fledita 

Flolly, Christina 

Pictures not 
available for P.O. 
Annette Ayers 
(D.A.R.E. Officer) 
and Koosei 
Takahashi, Byrd 
Handy man 

Mr. Councilor helps a pre-kindergarten 
student write her name (top right). Ms. 
Pham helps students in Mrs. Prior's pre-
kindergarten class (middle right). Mr. 
Moisen tries to measure up to Mrs. 
Haug's first grade students (bottom 
right). Mrs. Hamilton works with Ms. 
Childers' third grade students (bottom 
left). 



gg» » Y P®I 
% 

TESS 

Yellow P ages, 
cssa 

KNOWLEDGE 
IS I 

POWER/^1 

PIV 

o —t a> 
s? 

STUFF V 
Windows •_ 



First Day of School 
Students and staff begin the new school year on August 27, 2003. 
Mrs. Porter leads the assembly in the "Pledge of Allegiance ' on the 
playground before students head indoors to meet their new teachers 
and classmates. 

Mrs. Porter addresses the assembly (top left). Ms. 
Ookubo-san introduces Japanese culture to Mrs. Ferry's 
class (top right). Confusion is common on the first day 
of school (middle left, middle right). Mrs. Ferry reviews 
the classroom rules with her students and their parents 
(bottom). 

Undokai 
Byrd students get a chance to form tighter bonds with 
Nakamura Elementary School during Japanese Sports 
Day. All participants are divided into red and white teams 
that compete in many different activities. 

Students 
gather for 
instructions 
(top left). Ms. 
Childers chats 
with students 
(top right). A 
student checks 
out the 
competition 
(middle left) 
before taking 
her mark 
(middle right). 
Students hoist 
their partners 
on their 
shoulders for a 
game (bottom 
left), and a 
student poses 
for the camera 
(bottom right). 



HONOR ROLL 
Fourth and fifth graders work hard to earn a position on the 
Honor Roll. To gain Academic Recognition, a student cannot 
have anything below a "C'. To achieve a spot on the Honor Roll 
requires "A's" and "B's", but to achieve the Principal's Honor 
Roll, a student must have straight "A's". 

Mrs. Ferry's fourth grade pupils 
show off their first quarter 
awards (tip left). Mrs. Okada's 
tifth grade class is proud of 
their work (middle left). 
Students receive their second 
quarter awards, and fifth grader 
Chantelle Ennett sports a medal 
for National Geographic for 
winning the Geography Bee 
(middle right). Sarah Bass and 
Joshua Adair display their gifts 
for winning the t-shirt drawing 
contest (bottom left). 

AWARDS 
The CNFJ Regional Fire Department promotes fire safety 
by sponsoring a Fire Prevention Poster Drawing Contest. 
The winning contestants' designs demonstrated a variety of 
fire prevention techniques. 

Sparky the fire dog 
presents awards to 
students for drawing the 
winning Fire Prevention 
Poster. The recipients 
are Richard Bass and 
Natasha Poeling (top 
left), Kyara Thornton 
(top right) and Morgan 
Aiken along with Mr. 
Yukihiro Taketomi 
(bottom right). 



HALLOWEEN 
Nakamura helps Byrd Elementary celebrate Halloween. 
Students gathered in costume to parade through the streets 
and then the little ghosts and goblins haunt each classroom 
enjoying different activities and goodies. 

No bones about it, Halloween is 
fun (upper left). Ms. Childers and 
parent volunteers help make 
"ghosts" (upper middle). Mrs. 
Porter is Spiderwoman (upper 
right). Students enjoy 
celebrations with Mrs. Haug 
(middle left). The game of 
musical chairs is enjoyable with 
Mr. Martin (middle right). 
Kindergarten dresses up too 
(bottom left), and students 
investigate the knight in shining 
armor (bottom middle). 

FAMILY READING NIGHT 
Family Reading Night is a chance for students and their families to 
listen to fanciful stories. The costumed guest readers and the paper 
hat making activity helps set the mood for this year's theme, "Flats 
Off To Reading." 

Mrs. Porter headlines the guest reading 
list (upper left). A medieval bar maid 
serves up a tale (upper right), and a 
rabbit lends a furry paw (bottom left). 
Our Reading Knight keeps a watchful 
eye out for suspicious characters (bottom 
right). 
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BONFIRE NIGHT/CHRISTMAS STORE 
This holiday celebration spreads joy to all who attend. Hot 
chocolate, warm spiced wine, and cookies are served. The Holiday 
Store gives students a chance to purchase gifts for family and 
friends. 

The Christmas tree is 
decorated by the students 
and donated to the local 
orphanage (below). 

This year's Bonfire Winter Celebration 
is held in the gym because of rainy 
weather, but that doesn't dampen the 
holiday spirit. Students perform carols 
(top left) while audience members join 
in (middle left and exact middle). 
Students purchase gifts from the holiday 
store (top right and bottom middle), and 
volunteers lend a hand (middle right). 

WINTER CONCERT 
Young ladies don their best dresses and young 
men sport fine suits for 2004's Winter Concert. 
Byrd students treat the audience to a wonderful 
evening of holiday mucic. 

Byrd soloists show off 
their vocal talents (top 
left). Santa Claus doles 
out hugs (top right) while 
Mr. Stonebarger plays 
the piano (middle left). 
Pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten students get 
in on the act (middle 
right) and fourth and fifth 
graders play the recorder 
(bottom left). 



Strange Days Indeed 
School isn't always reading, writing, and math. Student Council 
sponsors Crazy Sock Day, Backwards Day, and Twin Day. These 
activities get students and staff to share a laugh. 

It's hard to dress 
some mornings (top 
left, top right). The 
cat is out of the bag 
(middle left). 
Students know 
where Mrs. Fox 
keeps her extra set 
of eyes (middle 
right). Triplets! 
(bottom left). So 
many feet and so 
many ways to cover 
them (bottom 
right). 



HALF-WAY PARTY 
School is almost out! On January 31, 2004, Byrd Elementary 
celebrates. Students play games to win tickets they trade for 
prizes, and everyone enjoys refreshments and lots of fun. 

IT^/l 

A volunteer shows his 
skill at face painting 
(top left). Students try 
to choose the "winning" 
lollipop (top right). 
Parent volunteers take a 
break (middle right). A 
volunteer helps students 
count up their tickets 
(bottom left) while 
others get pointers on 
making the perfect 
basket (lower right). 

PERSONALIZED MESSAGES 
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Dear Mrs. Yamada 

It has been great working with you over the last four years. You are a great teacher who loves teaching 
and children. I w ill miss your immense contribution to our school. I wish you and your husband great 
success in your new endeavors. 

Sara Porter, Principal 

Dear Mr. Moisen 

Thank you for all of the joy you brought to our school. The Media Center is the heart of Byrd School 
because you created it. We will miss all of your ideas, crazy toys, and inspiration you gave to our 
students. I wi sh you the best of "life after DoDDS. " 

Sara Porter, Principal 

Dear Byrd School Staff and Classmates, 

Thank jyou for seven wonderful years (Pre-K 
through 5n grade) at Byrd School, my true alma-
mater. As this is the only school I've ever known, 
I have no other school to compare it to. I will truly 
miss and have nothing but fond memories of Byrd 
School, Negishi, Yokohama and Japan when my 
Dad retires from the Navy and we move to the 
United States this summer. Thank you and God 
bless you all, and may you have the best of luck in 
all of your endeavors. 

Best wishes, 

Michelle Marie Fishback 

Dear Alex, 
We are VERY proud of you that you've shown 
your responsibilities as a treasurer of the student 
council and also as a safety patrol throughout the 
year. Your hard work was recognized when you 
received the Principal's Honor Roll. 
Congratulations & have a wonderful summer! 
Love, Mom, Dad & Momoka 

Dear Jordan, 
Mommy and Papa are so proud of you! Great job 
this school year. You have learned how to write and 
read, and count numbers. You got great friends and 
teachers. Please do your best always. 
We love you! 

Anthony, 
Another year has gone by and you have done great! 
We continue to be so proud of you. Keep up the 
good work! 
Love Daddy, Mom and Rico 

Dear Dante, 
This is your last year at Byrd. You have done a 
great job this year. We are very proud of you!! 
Love Mama and Papa 

Dear Christy, 
We as parents know that you have a hard time at 
school. Keep up the good work and always try hard. 
We love you so much. 
Mom and Dad 

Dear Josh, 
Your mother and father could not be more proud of 
you for the fantastic job you've done this school 
year. We both know that it was difficult for you to 
leave A-J1S, but you've handled it very well. You 
are an honor roll student and president of you class! 
Well done, son! 
All our love, Mom and Dad. 

Tiffany, 
You have done such a great job this year from 
improving your grades to becoming a leader within 
the Student Council. You have made all of us here 
at home very proud of your accomplishments and 
we love you very much. Keep up the magnificent 
work! 
Love always, Mom and Dad 

We are so proud of you and what you have become. 
Thank you for being such a beautiful kind hearted, loving daughter. 
Keep your dreams wide open to what ever you wish to become in life, 
knowing your mom and dad will always support you in every 
Remember always, we love you in finity plus infinit)'. 

Mom, Dad, and Diesel Bear 

Thank You! 
It has been a pleasure creating this 
book. I would like to thank the 
following: 
Mrs. Sara Porter for your guidance. 
Mr. Don Moison and Christina 

Mann for your photographic talents. 
Mr. Efrain Castro and Mr. Sheldon 

Poeling for your invaluable 
computer wizardry. 

Mr. Robert Hernandez for your 
support. 

All the teachers and staff who let 
me freely peruse your rooms and 
interrupt your busy classes for 
pictures. 
Most of all, to my husband, 

Sheldon and daughter, Natasha, for 
your patience, tolerance and 
unwavering dedication. 
Sincerely, 
Melia Poeling 



Sarah, 
I'm really proud that your pic was chosen for the yearbook cover. Your pic is the best and 
we all know it! Great job on making Principal's H. R. Make sure that you REALLY 
make it next time! Aight, keep it real, my Ninja. 
Love, Mollie 

RJ-man, 
I guess we know who the artists are in the family. Excellent fire pic! Now, get out there 
and win me some more money. I en joyed kickin' it with you at your school! DO NOT 
LORGET YOUR HOMEWORK ANYMORE! UNDERSTAND! 
Love, Mom 




