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We, the class of 1954, dedicate this yearbook to Mrs. Mary Martin 
Cherok in appreciation of her courage, her faith in us, and her endless 

hours of work in helping us complete our high school education. 
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Mary Brown 
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Lois Toland 

Gene Hobbs 
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CLASS WILL 
We the Class of 1954 of Schroeder Junior and Senior High School, have this day, 

the 11th of June, set forth our last will and testament. 

Our short day and other senior priviledges we bequeath to next year's seniors. 
Our new school, we give to those students from all the forty-eight states who may attend 
it in the coming years. We also bequeath the thrill of graduation to all the freshmen, 
who still have four, hard, wonderful years ahead of them. 

Joyce Bryant — bequeaths the P.X. Beauty Shop to anyone who can get them to 
stop cutting before the victim runs out of hair. 

Ronnie Bray — wills her long legs to any little shorties who want to grow up fast. 

Lois Toland — bequeaths her glittering collection of sailors, soldiers, and marines, 
to all the lucky freshmen girls. 

Donna Goodall — wills her shortness in stature to Betty Schade. 

Mary Jean Brown — bequeaths her pleasing smile to Gloria Payne. 

Gene Hobbs — wills his work and cooperation to Steve Brierley. 

THE SENIOR PROJECT 

Mission Grade School. 
Help us help the Good Samaritan Sisters 
whose work with the Mission Grade School 
makes them permanent ambassadors of good 

will. 
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James Carroll Etta Smith 

Gary Barlie Judith Ann Brink Pat Jameson Edgar Jones Ann Maiwald 
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Sieve Brieriey Sandra Claybarger Lawrence Edwards Gary Joiner Ronald Jones Gloria Payne Franklyn Taylor 
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LeRoy Campbell Doris Davis Janice Lee Edward Jean Gano 

Clyde Toland Joanne Wilson 

Frederick Brink 



David Bowman Von Amon Candia Draves Daymon Beams 

Nicholas Polley Christopher Prateij Richard Mottram Anita Jones Oscar Guerrero 

Gilbert Sanchez Carolyn Taylor Stephen Rhoades Rosalie Reyna 

Judith Amon Dwight Beams John Brierley Richard Bolog 

Russell Hassis Larry Hudson H. Elton Martin 
Lance Brown Douglas Hale Joyce Campbell Charles Carroll Robert Courain Jr. Edmund Foster III 

Denise Wagener Barbara Still 
Faith Needham Stephen Noyes Susan Payne Carl Phipps 
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Dianne Ager Barbara Bowman Raymond Good 

Glenna Ann Aldrich Jeanne Brinsfield Lilian Guerrero 

Cheryl Armstrong Nancy Lee Dueker 

Sherry Diane Barton John Eisler 

Donald Bock Armand Francart, Jr. 

Karen Johnson Cheryl Ann ivioore 

Shirley Ann Kelley I'eter Noyes 

Barbara Kline Ann Perkins 

Mary Kurz Raymond Perkins 

C. Lomax Martin Sharon Lee Polley 

Betty Ann McCabe Daniel Seymour 

Marjorie Anne Miller Eva Spencer 

The first very big plans we made in the 
fourth grade were at Halloween Time. How
ever, the great big party we had hoped to 
have, costumes and all, we decided to post
pone until Thanksgiving. 

At Thanksgiving time we were very 
busy in our art classes making favors for the 
A. R. C., to be distributed in the Army 
Hospital here in Sasebo, and in the Army 
Hospitals in Korea. We made pretty little 
pilgrim men and women, colorful turkeys, 
pumpkins, and cornstalks. We also made 
tray covers and little paper baskets. At last 
we had our long awaited party, being very 
happy that we had waited so long as it made 
the party so much more fun. 

At Christmas time, we took part in the 
Christmas Program. The fourth grade pre
sented a tableau of the Nativity. Fifteen of 
us in costume stood on stage while the rest 
of the school sang "Silent Night". We tried 
to show the teachers and children in the 
auditorium what we thought the first Christ
mas might have looked like. 

After Christmas Recess, we came back 
to school and really thought of school work 
in every way. We had no more holidays to 
think of for a long while, and it seemed like 
a fine time to giving our attention to getting 
things done. It was during this time that we 
began studying about the Greeks and 
Romans. We did a very large and wonderful 
mural which represented the Atheanian 
Harbor of "Early Times". 

Wintertime melted into Spring, and 
with Spring came new sprit and joy. It was 
close to Easter time, so we began to think 
of things like bunnies and baby chicks and 
brightly colored eggs. 

We are now looking, forward to an 
enjoyable last six weeks and then summer 
recess! We have done many things worth 

Let's see—what next? 

We loved this! 



Jennifer Jones Billy Hudson Bonnie Jones Bob Heaton 

Barbara Jo Chapman Caren Cruse 
Glenna Easley JoAnn Eisler 
Susan Fredette David Garlock 

Harold Bailment Francine Barlie 
Geraldine Danielson Taphlin Draves 

Edith Foster William Frangis 

George Mottram Jr. Patricia Ann McMillin Larry Moore 

Barbara Ann Neilson Nikki Noyes Suzanne Palmer Elnora Jane Peters Charles Polley 

Patricia Rapier Marie Sanchez Philip Spencer Mary Ann Stewart Ernestine Thomas 

This word is hard! 

Ah—sweet mystery of music! 
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The opening session 
Was really a lesson 
For us from Miss Davol. 
When we arrived 
She always contrived 
To back us against the wall. 

In the month of October 
Her troubles were over, 
For we moved out of her room. 
We created a riot 
For poor Mrs. Hiott 
Until she lowered the boom. 

The month of December 
We'll always remember 
When Santa Claus came to the play. 
He acted so jolly 
With sleighbells and holly 
That we asked him in to stay. 

He came to our party 
With "Ho, ho, ho's" hearty 
And posed for a snapshot or two. 
Just take a look; 
On a page of this book 
Old Santa will come into view. 

The outstanding event 
Before Mrs. H. went 
Was a little dramatic affair. 
With each month represented, 
In a play she invented, 
By a child with a nonchalant air. 

And now Mrs. Draves 
Has made us her slaves; 
She put all our nonsense to rout. 
For we must perform 
And weather the storm. 
At least until school is out. 



Karin Hilt Mary Lee Kline Sally Melonuk 

Michael Courain Pamela Daue Maile Jean Doerr Albert Draves II! 

Yvonne Grandjean Rodrigo Guerrero 

Hard at work! 

Timothy Brown Carla Dianne Bock Tommie Jo Buringrud Neil Bundo 

Thomas Frangis James Gano Barbara Good Chalice Good 

Lani Marie Merkel Patrick Murphy Earlene Perry 

The Second Grade class and the Fifth 
and Sixth Grades class vied neck and neck 
all year for "first in size." Over fifty child
ren came and went in the Second Grade, the 
average enrollment being thirty-four. 

Despite the continual arrivals\md with
drawals, we had a good year. Miss Davol, 
our teacher, was also the Junior Red Cross 
sponsor for the school, so we helped her by 
making party decorations for use at the 
8041st hospital such as colored chains for 
Halloween, Valentines for February 14th, 
and nut cups for Washington's Birthday. 

We wrote a letter of thanks for the 
wonderful time we had aboard the U.S.S. 
Saipan, enclosing some pictures we had 
made. 

In our first lesson with rulers we made 
Easter cards for our parents. 

We feel that the year has been very 
plesant for everyone. We made many new 
friends. 

Randal Rozier Paul Runnells Carmen Saenz 

Wayne Stewart 
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James Thomas Marilyn Jane Thrower Janet Wagencr Judith Young 

Katherine Reyna Diane Rhoades 
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Linda Baker Iris Buringrud Patricia Lee Campbell Lynn Carroll 
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Hideo Lambley Kathleen Lowes Michael Marcuto Ives Murray 
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Bradley Devine James Devine John Easley Jr. William Farwell 
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Stephen Revella Ronald Sanders Roger Schultz Mary Ellen Webb 

Busy little beavers! 

We love to sing! 

When school opened in September, 
there were forty-two children enrolled in the 
first grade. Because the room was not large 
enough, half attended in the morning and 
half in the afternoon until October 20, when 
Mrs. Schumacher began to teach. 

Miss Nelson's class had their first 
party of the year at Halloween time. They 
sang Halloween songs and dramatized some 
poems, played games and ate ice cream and 
cake. 

The week before Christmas the child
ren made presents for their parents. Each 
child made a Santa Claus for Father to hang 
on the door and a cookbook for Mother, 
covered on the outside with a pretty design, 
containing all the Mothers' favorite recipe s. 

On December 16 Robert Lawson had 
his sayonara party. Robert's mother brought 
a cake so big that it almost covered the 
teacher's desk. On top was a big ship made 
of frosting. 

The day after the visit to the U.S.S. 
Saipan, all the children wrote thank-you 
letters to Captain Mechlin g. Iris 
Buringrud's letter was the best so it was 
sent to the Captain. 

In February, the pupils made their own 
valentines and had a party, much to their 
delight. There was one big valentine filled 
full of cookies for them. 

The week before Easter there were 
two parties. First, Hideo Lambley had a 
birthday party, and then, the next day, 
Kathlean Lowes' Mother, brought the class 
an Easter surprise of cookies and candy. 

Our year has been full of happy activ
ities and one we'll always remember. 
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MiSS Schumacher 

Darlene Beams Mary Jean Birney Margaret Brown Edward Campbell 

Bill Heaton Mary Diane Hobbs Harold Jackson 
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Harold Jackson Richard Jones 
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Robert Jones Michael Kelley 
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Ted Coo per II Martha Ann Dodson Thomas Farris Eduardo Guerrero 

On October 20 the First Grades had 
their first whole day of school. The office 
was turned into a first grade room for us. 
We had new low black boards and low tables 
and chairs instead of desks. 

Our first party was a Thanksgiving 
observance. The Army provided cookies and 
ice cream for the entire school on the last 
afternoon before we dismissed for Thanks
giving recess. 

At Christmas time we painted a mural 
of the manger scene, with cutouts of the 
Biblical characters made entirely by the 
children, a glistening sky of tinfoil stars, and 
a large cutout Christmas tree. We tried 
three-dimensional effect with the paper cut
out decorations. At the program in the 
auditorium the first grades took part in the 
singing of carols and sang two songs for the 
upper grade children, "Up on the House-top" 
and "Away in a Manger." After Santa passed 
out candy-filled stockings, our class returned 
to the room and exchanged presents around 
our own tree. 

The children enjoyed immensely the 
tour to the aircraft carrier the U.S.S. Saipan. 
We talked about the big cookies and ice 
cream, the airplanes and our boat trip to the 
ship and back, for days! 

John Neilson Jean Payne Dennis Schalbrack Suzanne Still Nancy Ann Sullivan John Weber Sandra Jane Wright 





SCHROEDER HIGH DEDICATED 

Schroeder Junior and Senior High School 
was dedicated on March 31, 1954, a beautiful 
spring day. Before the program the Sasebo 
Police Band played several selections. The 
ceremonies began with the raising of the 
flag by two Military Police and a Boy Scout 
color guard. Chaplain Brink gave the invoc
ation, which was followed by expressions of 
good wishes by Colonel Schroeder and Com
mander Beeson. Mr. Ihnatko and Judy Brink 
responded on behalf of the faculty and 
student body. The program ended with a 
benediction pronounced by Chaplain Deaver. 

The Baseball Varsity — top row left to right, Larry Thomas, Donald Jones, Fred Brink. 
Albert Sanchez and Ned Ashford. Center row left to right, Mr. Ihnatko (coach), Jim 
Carroll, Ronnie Jones, Gary Joiner, Bud Toland and Alvin Rozier. Bottom row left to 
right, Richard Vargas, Gary Barlie. Frank Taylor and Stave Brierley. 

Ikois elk call 

Col. Fitz tosses first ball. 

It's a hit! 

Cheerleaders. Lois Toland, Roni Bray, Judy Brink and Ann Perkins 

He's out! 



Early in the year the school took the-never-to-be-forgotten excursion to Nagasaki to view the festival. Enthusiastic notes had been sent 
home and a large assortment of parents and maids accompanied the pupils. Spirits were high on the 3-hour railroad trip in spite of the 
smoke and the few splashes of rain on the window. 

After a short bus trip from the station to the viewing stands, 
we sat and waited for the start of the performance. Time went by and 
the pupils became restless. Some ate their lunches and with renewed 
energy became even more restless. Even the high-ranking American 
officers were restless. The mayor of Nagasaki arrived, but showed 
no inclination to enter the stands. 

Suddenly it was discovered that a workman was taking down 
the public address system and removing the tatamis from the 
stands. Never again was there to be peace that day. While a few 
drops of rain started falling, pupils milled around asking the question 
that could not be answered "What do we do now?" A few mothers 
took their charges off to the shopping district. Even with repeated 
roll calls no one could be absolutely sure if all the pupils were 
accounted for. 

Some official finally told Miss Shier that we were invited to 
a free attendance at a circus. This was fine except no one ap
parently knew where the circus was. A movement of pupils started 
up the street and everyone followed. 

Our accompanying MP's had taken our group to the exhibition 
grounds, and, assuming they were safe for a few hours, had started 
walking up the street. About an hour later they were shocked to 
look behind them and see a two-block long column of American child
ren, teachers, parents, and maids following them hopefully, attracted 
to the only familiar sight in these streets crowded with holiday-
seeking Japanese — the white belts and hats of American MP's. 

Even with the help of Nancy, the school secretary, as inter
preter no one knew how to get to the circus. An extensive tour of 
the narrow back streets of Nagasaki was taken until miraculously, 
the circus appeared ahead. An official allowed us to enter the 
already over-crowded circus tent. Inside, a 'few of the pupils were 
placed on a platform by the side of the stage. 

Everyone had just become absorbed in the excellent acrobats 
when suddenly an official directed our pupils off the platform be
cause it was collapsing. Just then, over the P.A. system was heard 
the southern accent of our tall M.P. directing us to meet outside. 
After squeezing through the crowd a roll call was made, and the 
procession started marching back to the railroad station in the rain, 
through the streets lined by thousands of amazed Japanese. Finally over the protests of R.R. officials we were allowed to take an early train to 
Sasebo, a train that was unusually quiet. 

Although "Nagasaki" became a word seldom mentioned around the Dragon school, the Japanese undoubtedly saw the strangest sight to 
appear in Nagasaki for many years. 

A 

THE U.S.S. WISCONSIN 

Dear Sirs: 
I liked the ice cream very much. The 

cookies were good also. I never got such a big 
helping in all my life. 

The guns were the biggest I ever saw. 
Even though I was on a ship before, I never 
saw the guns. 

Yours truly, 
John Mott 
Grade 5 

Dear Officers and crew: 
Our class and other classes enjoyed our 

tour on the Wisconsin very much. I liked it 
best when we went out on the end of the ship 
and looked over the edge. It was very inter
esting to hear that each anchor link weighs 
100 pounds. 

The ice-cream and hot chocolate were 
very good. 

Sincerely, 
Candy Draves 
Grade 6 

The second to twelfth grades went on 
, t rip to the Battleship Wisconsin. We left 
rom school on the buses and went down to 
he fleet landing, getting off the buses ac-
:ording to grades. We boarded an LCU and 
tang songs on the way out. 

We could just see, half-way over the 
lide, many ships, some big, some small. 
When we came to the Wisconsin there was a 
ladder on the side which scared most of us. 
We divided into groups each having a sailor 
guide and went everywhere on the ship, ever, 
into the guns! 

After our tour we went below and had 
ice cream, cokes, and cookies. All of us had 
a whole pint of ice cream, and few of us 
were able to eat dinner that evening, but we 
talked about the trip for weeks! 

The first to twelfth grades also went 
on a trip to the Saipan, a large aircraft 
carrier. We left school on the buses and went 
to the Fleet Landing by the Navy Base Gate. 
Getting off the buses by grades, we boarded 
two small boats. The 1st, 2nd and high 
school grades rode in one boat and the other 
grades rode in the other. 

We went up a ladder and onto the ship, 
where our eyes fell on the many planes it 
carried. There were two big platforms that 
went up and down, on which we had several 
rides. Soon, we went inside the planes where 
there were many buttons to operate. 

On the way back we sang songs and 
talked about all the things we had seen. 





T<Bem-<mg]e C^UCCIID 
The opening of the Teen Age Club was 

last December for the use of all teen agers 
here in Sasebo, Japan. The club is open every 
day after school and on weekends for 
dancing, ping pong, crafts, games, or just 
visiting. Every Friday night there is a dance 
for all teen age members and their guests. 
About once a month a bingo game is held 
with wonderful prizes for the lucky winners. 
This club will be open all summer, and there
fore is of great benefit to all of the teen 
agers! 

SAFETY PATROLMEN — front row left to right; Dean Pape, Stephen Noyes, Carl Phipps, Bobby 
Courain, Richard Mottram, Dwight Beams. Middle row left to right; Elton Martin, Eddie Foster, Gilbert 
Sanchez, Lance Brown, Stephen Rhoades, Oscar Guerrero, Dickie Bolog. Top row left to right; John 
Brierly, Charles Carroll, Nick Polley, Daymon Beams, Chris Prater, Fred Pape. 

Then it was taken over by the 5th and 
6th grades under the leadership of Captain 
Steve Rhoades. 

During the year they had luncheons 
at the NCO club and the EM club where they 
discussed Safety Patrol business. 

ScnJPethijj i Wiicet 
The Safety Patrol was organized early 

in the school year and was operated by the 
high school students under Captains Eddie 
Jones and Etta Smith until the high school 
moved. 






