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This Yearbook is dedicated to the many students and teachers who have walked the hallways of Mark Twain Elementary School over the more than sixty years

that it has served the children of military and civilian personnel stationed overseas in service to our country.

These students and teachers were a part of a select group fortunate enough to have lived in one of the most beautiful towns in Europe. Memories of trips to the
Heidelberg Castle, the Christmas Market on a cold winter day, springtime walks in the Schwetzingen gardens, and sitting under a shady tree in the LuisenPark on
a warm day in June, are all indelibly written across their hearts. Their years spent in Heidelberg are sure to be a highlight of their conversations in years to come.
Our students have been our pride. They have always reflected the high academic values instilled by their parents. They understood the importance of getting a
quality education that would set them apart in a world that is getting increasingly smaller. In living the transient life that is endemic to the military our students
have demonstrated the flexibility it takes to “put down roots quickly,” as well as the ability to adjust to new cultures and to make new friends. They have
experienced the sadness of saying “good-bye” toa deploying parent, as well as the great joy of greeting them upon their return. We can rest assured that when it is
their turn to take the reins and make the decisions they will do an excellent job.

Parents have been the bedrock of Mark Twain Elementary School since it opened. Even when family unity was disrupted when parents were called to serve in
hostile areas our families stayed strong. Parents, as the first teachers to your children you were the ones who molded your children’s good manners and prepared
them for that big step into school. It is to you that we say “thank you” to for giving us your best all these years. Thank you for continually rolling up your sleeves
and demonstrating that “can do attitude” that served as a model for your children. You always gave the school your support and, by doing so, you validated us and
let us know that you trusted us to do our best in keeping your children safe and providing the quality education to which they were entitled.

To be a “teacher” is one of the highest callings in life. In what other profession does one have the opportunity to teach someone to read and to write down their
thoughts so that the minds of others could be transformed and taken places they never knew existed? There is “magic” in being a teacher and that “magic” happens
daily in classrooms in small ways, whether it was the sudden understanding of fractions, the ability to write in cursive, or discovering that getting up in front of
class to give a report was not that scary after all. Throughout the years, our teachers have served their students well because they recognized what they do as more
than a “job.” It was a “calling.”

Mark Twain, himself, would have been proud of this little school which is located a breath away from USAREUR Headquarters. He would have wanted his name
linked to a place such as this where children could learn, not only about things of the world, but about themselves as they related to others. He would have liked that
children, similar to the likes of Tom Sawyer and Becky Thatcher, had the opportunity to learn in such a historic setting. Mark Twain would also have been
appreciative of the efforts to learn the “awful[ly]” hard to learn German. The time he spent in Heidelberg provided material for much of his writing. His leisure boat
trips up the Neckar River, gliding past the castle to Hirschorn, were memorable and when he returned to America he always referred to the experience.

Now we are in a similar situation. It is our time to say our “goodbyes” and to move on to new adventures taking with us, in our hearts and in our memories, times
spent here with our friends, our teachers, and our parents. How could we ever forget living abroad and attending Mark Twain Elementary School? The experience

has become “us” and we are ready to take it with us wherever in the world that might be.

“Wir haben unser Herz in Herdelberg verloren.
With warmest regards from the teachers and the staff at Mark Twain Elementary School’

Dty Crook
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Ms. Finch - Grade 2
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Ms. Smalls - Grade 3
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JMs.

Elena Russey

Cyrus Scruggs

Williams - Grade 3

Emma Stanfield
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Faculty and Staff
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Laura Spencer
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"...and they lived happily ever after."




