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World Hope International responded to 
three emergencies in 2017: the August 
mudslides in Sierra Leone; hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma and Maria throughout 
the fall; and December’s tropical storm 
Tembin in the Philippines. When disas-
ter strikes, WHI quickly mobilizes a net-
work of businesses, churches and NGO 
partners to move supplies to the affect-
ed areas. While news coverage of these 
disasters may dwindle, WHI is commit-
ted to hurricane relief for the long-haul 
with your support. 

Response to Freetown, 
Sierra Leone Mudslides
On August 14, the western area of Sierra 
Leone fell victim to deadly mudslides and 
flooding. These claimed the lives of nearly 
1,000 people and destroyed over 30 million 
dollars in both public and private property. 
An estimated 5,000 people are homeless as a 
result, and parts of Freetown are still without 
clean water1. 

WHI coordinated an on-the-ground response 
effort with the Sierra Leone Office of National 
Security and other international aid organiza-
tions on: 

• Water treatment: 700+ water filters and 
950+ buckets distributed 

• Water storage solutions: 4 water tanks 
installed, water point repairs 

• Hygiene promotion: 35,600 gallons of 
clean water trucked in, 3,355 cakes of 
bathing and laundry soap distributed, 
staff and volunteers trained in sanitation 
and hygiene promotion, reaching 4,300+

• Food distribution: 250 bags of rice, 150 
gallons of cooking oil, 100 bags of onions

• Medicine distribution: supported the 
Wesleyan clinic with needed medicines 

• Psychosocial services and counseling 
to victims: individual counseling to 115 
people, group counseling to 22, monitor 
for gender-based violence in camp site 1Aljazeera News, “Sierra Leone 

mudslides kill more than 1,000”
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Sally* turned one-year-old in June 2017. Because she 
was born with Spina-Bifida, a condition that affects 
the nervous system and spinal cord, Sally is not able to 
use her lower limbs and has a dislocated hip. After her 
birth, Sally’s father abandoned the family, believing a 
common myth that Sally’s condition meant she was 
possessed by the devil. In response to all this, WHI’s 
Enable the Children team has regularly visited Sally 
and her family at their home, training the mother in 
how to care for the child as well as providing equip-
ment and other baby supplies. 

Tragically, less than two months after her first birth-
day, the August 14 mudslides crushed Sally’s home 
and killed her mother. Sally and her three-year-old 
brother became orphans. In their time of greatest 
need, WHI stepped in to support them with reliefs 
supplies. Together, they moved to an orphanage, and 
today the Enable the Children team is keeping a close 
eye on them to ensure they are well cared for after 
such a heartbreaking loss. They are in need of contin-
ued prayers. 

Through Enable the Children, over 800 children across 
Sierra Leone with disabilities like Sally receive physio-
therapy, occupational therapy, and support services.

WHI is grateful to the African Students’ Asso-
ciation at Indiana University Bloomington for 
selecting WHI as the recipient of their Freetown 
Mudslides benefit dinner fundraiser, which took 
place on November 4, 2017 and raised almost 
$3,000 for mudslide victims. “We chose to work 
with WHI for the Benefit Dinner because of their 
efforts and goals for rebuilding the communities 
in Freetown,” said Oluwadara Adeosun, President 
of the African Students’ Association at IUB. “When 
Mr. Lyon came to present on the relief efforts, it 
was a true testament of the organization’s dedica-
tion to service and relief work.” 

Throughout the end of 2017, WHI’s emergency 
response efforts were supported by other fundrais-
ing events like marathons and walks, performanc-
es and shows, and benefit dinners.

Response to Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, and Maria
The National Voluntary Organizations Active in 
Disaster (NVOAD) recently reported that faith-
based relief groups account for 75% of the hur-
ricane relief aid delivered so far. In the wake of 
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria, “Christian 
churches and nonprofits across the country 
are taking the lead in disaster relief efforts.” 

From Port Arthur, Texas, to Guaynabo, Puer-
to Rico, existing congregations and pastoral 
leadership on the ground acted as distribution 
points for emergency supplies. This facilitated 
WHI’s ability to meet the immediate critical 
needs quickly, and to make plans for long-term 
needs of victims and their communities. 

Over the course of three storms and across 
multiple locations—Texas, Florida, Turks & Ca-
icos, Dominica, Tortola, St. Thomas, St. Croix, 
Cuba and Puerto Rico—WHI responded with:
• 5,800 heavy-duty tarps for temporary 

shelter 
• 2,700 water filters
• 96 generators 
• 130 solar chargers 

Additionally, WHI coordinated the delivery of:
• Thousands of pounds of water purification 

equipment, generators and hygiene kits 
• Over 3 million dollars of medicines 
• 10 full semi-truckloads of donated goods 
• 311 volunteers to cut trees, rebuild, and 

repair roofs 
*Pseudonym for Child Protection



5   |   World Hope International   •   Emergency Response Annual Report 2017

Texas and Florida
Through Poured Out Ministries, WHI organized 311 volunteers to help cut trees, 
clean, rebuild and repair roofs, and more across 162 homes in Port Arthur, Texas 
and southwest Florida. In total, volunteers spent over 18,000 hours serving more 
than 10,000 individuals. Thanks to your generosity after Harvey and Irma, Coun-
tryside Wesleyan Church in Florida was able to clear debris and make room for 
much-needed donations and supplies. “The site literally went from devastation 
to restoration and hope,” Pastor Kevin of Countryside shared. 

Puerto Rico
Hurricane Maria’s 155 mph winds tore through Puerto Rico, leaving a path of 
devastation and desperate need for food, drinking water, and electricity. “This is 
the worst situation in our history,” said Pastor Irving Figueroa of Iglesia Wesleyan 
in Guaynabo, Puerto Rico. 

“It’s like being in a military combat situation.” Pastor Irving is WHI’s represen-
tative in the area and serves as our eyes and ears on the ground. Without clean 
water, keeping communities healthy is a challenge. Power outages have made 
hazardous waste difficult to maintain, and people are turning to contaminated 
wells and other water sources. 

As we anticipate recovery to be long, WHI has come alongside the local church 
to respond together by: distributing 1650 Sawyer and Katadyn water filters; 30 
solar chargers; 96 generators delivered to Iglesia Wesleyana; delivery of food, 
water purification equipment and hygiene kits from North Carolina East Wes-
leyan Church; delivery of $225,000 worth of donated insulin to the Puerto Rico 
Department of Health, and over $3 million worth of medical supplies.

When WHI got word that the British overseas territory of Turks and Caicos 
Islands was completely without a clean water source due to Hurricane Irma, 
Director of Water and Sanitation, Keith Norris, was immediately dispatched 
to facilitate the set up of a desalination point to convert sea water to clean 
drinking water. But days later in anticipation of Hurricane Maria’s 125 mph 
winds, WHI had to evacuate Keith back to Miami, FL. He soon returned to 
Grand Turk Island, and later to Salt Cay—a small island off of Grand Turk.

“People really need water badly,” reflected Keith. “They were hit very hard 
by both Hurricanes Irma and Maria.”

WHI’s desalination point was the only fresh water access on Salt Cay, and 
remained so until the island’s normal water systems were operational. 
Meanwhile, a WHI-donated generator continues to help power Grand Turk 
Island’s desalination plan, and WHI distributed over 500 water filters across 
Caicos, Grand Turk, and Salt Cay.
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