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THE MONTH IN BRIEF

October certainly lived up to its reputation for 
volatility. The S&P 500 suffered its second correction 
of the year as investors wondered if they were 
seeing early signs of the peak of the current 
business cycle, absorbing news of moderating 
corporate earnings, while also considering the 
potential impact of higher interest rates and tariffs. 
Real estate indicators, for the most part, left much 
to be desired; labor, manufacturing, and consumer 
spending and confidence indicators were in better 
shape. Overseas, major and minor reductions in 
economic growth were forecast for various nations. 
In the commodities sector, oil and gasoline posted 
major losses.

cnbc.com/2018/10/29/stock-market-dow-futures-seen-
lower-amid-earnings-season-worries.html [10/29/18]

DID YOU KNOW?

FACT OF THE MONTH

Download our complimentary 
Risk Review Guide today!
http://www.m3advisor.com/blog/
risk-review-guide

IRA contribution limit lifted for the first 
time in six years

The Internal Revenue Service on Thursday unveiled 
the cost-of-living adjustments for pension plans and 
other retirement items for the 2019 tax year, including 
the first increase to the contribution limit for the 
Individual Retirement Arrangement in six years. 

The limit on annual contributions to an IRA has 

INCREASED TO $6,000 from $5,500  
for the 2019 tax year, while the limit for employees 
who participate in 401(k), 403(b), most 457 plans, 

and the federal government’s Thrift Savings Plan is 

INCREASED TO $19,000 from $18,500. 

The catch-up contribution limit for employees 
aged 50 and over who participate in 401(k), 403(b), 
most 457 plans and the federal government’s Thrift 
Savings Plan remains unchanged at $6,000.

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/ira-contribution-limit- 
lifted-for-the-first-time-in-six-years-2018-11-01

Around 87% OF COMPANIES in the  

S&P 500 have reported third-quarter results so far, 
with average

according to FactSet data.OVER 25%
EARNINGS GROWTH OF

https://www.morningstar.com/news/dow-jones/
TDJNDN_2018110810146/market-snapshot-sp-500-threatens-to-

halt-3day-rally-as-investors-await-fed-policy-statement.html


