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Investment Advisers. Securities offered through Lincoln Investment, Broker/Dealer Member 
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M3 Investment Services and the above firms are independent and non-affiliated.

S&P 500 Index is an index of 500 of the largest exchange-traded stocks in the US from a 
broad range of industries whose collective performance mirrors the overall stock market. 
Investors cannot invest directly in an index.  Past performance is no guarantee of future 
results. 

The Federal Reserve System is the central banking system of the United States and controls 
the Federal Funds Rate, an important benchmark in financial markets used to influence the 
supply of money in the U.S. economy.  A plan of regular investing does not assure a profit 
or protect against loss in a declining market.  You should consider your financial ability to 
continue your purchases over an extended period of time.

Read the entire article here: 
http://www.m3advisor.com/

resource-center/money/
the-five-basics-of-financial-

literacy#section0

CREDIT AND DEBT
Understanding the ways 
credit and debt work 
for and against you are 
some of the first steps 
toward understanding 
personal finance. 

INTEREST
Interest can work 
against you, but it 
can work for you, too. 
When you take out a 
loan with an interest 
rate, it’s working 
against you, but when 
you invest early and 
take advantage of 
compound interest, it’s 
working for you.

THE VALUE OF TIME
It’s never too early to 
start saving. By getting 
started with retirement 
savings sooner rather 
than later, you can 
leverage the value of 
time to your advantage.

INFLATION
Inflation has the 
potential to eat away 
the purchasing power 
of your money. That 
means, with inflation, 
the dollar you earn 
today may not be worth 
a dollar in the future. 

IDENTITY THEFT  
AND SAFETY
In the modern world, 
identity theft is one of 
the biggest threats to 
financial and personal 
safety. A cracked 
password or misplaced 
Social Security 
number can have big 
consequences on your 
current and future 
finances.

To be financially literate is to know 
how to manage your money. This 
means learning how to pay your 
bills, how to borrow and save money 
responsibly, and how and why to 
invest and plan for retirement.

THE MONTH IN BRIEF

During a month marked by political impasses in 
the United States and United Kingdom, equities 
performed well around most of the world. On Wall 
Street, the S&P 500 advanced 7.87% in January, with 
a new earnings season as well as trade and monetary 
policy developments providing tailwinds. Most of the 
economic data that rolled in was good; the partial 
federal government shutdown may have negatively 
impacted some of the numbers. Home sales fell off 
abruptly. Many commodities advanced. All in all, 
investors focused on the potential of the markets 
more than disputes.
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FACT OF THE MONTH

JOB OPENINGS DECLINED TO ABOUT 
6.9 MILLION in November, but there are 
still about 800,000 MORE JOBS than there 
are workers.

-CNBC, January 8, 2019


