
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



THE LORD’S DAY 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 

 
Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude Margaret Bradly, Organ 

*Call to Worship Psalm 111:1-3 
 
“Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.” 

*Hymn of Adoration:                   “We Gather Together”                                   #363 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing; sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.  
 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
so, from the beginning the fight we were winning; thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be thine! 
 
We all to extol thee, thou leader triumphant, and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 
Let thy congregation endure thro’ tribulation; thy name be ever prais’d! O Lord, make us free! 
 
*Prayer of Adoration and The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Confession:       Isaiah 53:4-5  

“Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.” 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Confession: 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men, we acknowledge 
with shame the sins we have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against your divine majesty, 
provoking most justly your wrath and indignation against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily 
sorry for our many sins. Have mercy on us, most merciful Father. For your Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake forgive us all that is past, and grant that from this time forward we may serve and please 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon                                                     Isaiah 53:6 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – every one – to his own way; and the LORD 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

*Hymn of Preparation:      “Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured”    #429 

Let thy blood in mercy poured, let thy gracious body broken be to me, 
O gracious Lord, of thy boundless love the token. 
 
Refrain:  Thou didst give thy self for me, now I give myself to thee. 
 
Thou didst die that I might live; blessed Lord, thou can’st to save me; 
all that love of God could give, Jesus by his sorrows gave me.    Refrain 
 
By the thorns that crowned thy brow, by the spear wound and the nailing, 
by the pain and death, I now claim, O Christ, thy love unfailing.    Refrain 
 
Wilt thou own the gift I bring? All my penitence I give thee; 
thou art my exalted King, of thy matchless love forgive me.     Refrain 
 

Scripture Reading:                                                      Ezekiel 37:15-28 

15 The word of the LORD came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick[a] and write on it, ‘For Judah, 
and the people of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph 
(the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ 17 And join them one to 
another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. 18 And when your people say to 
you, ‘Will you not tell us what you mean by these?’ 19 say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of 
Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the stick of Judah,[b] and make them one stick, that 
they may be one in my hand. 20 When the sticks on which you write are in your hand before their 
eyes, 21 then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A15-28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21414a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A15-28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21417b


nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to 
their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. 
And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer 
divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their 
detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all the 
backslidings[c] in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God. 24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one 
shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the 
land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their 
children's children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26 I 
will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will 
set them in their land[d] and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst 
forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary 
is in their midst forevermore.” 

Pastoral Prayer           Rev. David Stewart 

Scripture Reading   Hebrews 8:1-13 

8 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true 
tent[a] that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; 
thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he 
would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They 
serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he 
was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was 
shown you on the mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ[b] has obtained a ministry that is as much more 
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look 
for a second. 8 For he finds fault with them when he says:[c] “Behold, the days are coming, declares 
the Lord,   when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers  on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I 
showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write 
them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 11 And they shall not 
teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest.12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities  and 
I will remember their sins no more.”13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one 
obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A15-28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21421c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A15-28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21424d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+8%3A1-13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30078a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+8%3A1-13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30082b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+8%3A1-13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30084c


 
Sermon                                         “A Better Covenant ”                     Rev. David Stewart 
                                                        “Jesus is Greater” 
                                                                                                                   
 

I. Hope through a Better Priest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Hope through a Better Covenant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confession of Faith – The Nicene Creed                                                                           #846 
 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, and was made incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 



The Lord’s Supper 
 

*Hymn of Response: “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds”                                   #359 

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 
Before the Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, 
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 
When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 
 
This glorious hope revives our courage by the way, 
while each in expectation lives, and longs to see the day. 
 
From sorrow, toil and pain, and sin, we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.  
 
Benediction:  2 Corinthians 13:14                                                                              

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.” 

*Three-fold Amen.  

*Indicates congregation will stand, if able 

 
Wi-Fi access – GracePCA │Grace0777 
 
There is an offering box in the back of the sanctuary for tithes and offering. 

 

02/26/23 Offering               $       2,127.00             

YTD Offering                      $  32,866.00 

YTD Budget                       $   33,660.00 

Building Fund                 $          175.00 

 



Announcements: 
 
Mission Festival Projects: 
 
Please consider donating to support an indigenous team for RUF in West Africa, and to 
provide English commentary for Minsk reformed seminary.  You can either put a check in 
the Festival box or put a note on the memo line “Mission Project” in the regular offering. 
We will be continuing to receive offerings for these projects for the next two weeks.   
 
A big thank you to the Missions Committee for organizing February’s focus on many of the 
missions we support throughout the community and around the world.  Also, for the 
fabulous ending celebration luncheon and fellowship on the lawn.   
 
Bible Studies 
 
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the church – David Greenwald (941-380-1987; theophilus 
777.0@gmail.com) Westminster Confession of Faith,  
. 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the church – Bob Rhodes (863-303-4579 
rgr31574@aol.com), Judges.  

 
Choir practice is held, Thursdays, from 6:45 – 8:00 p.m. Please feel free to join us if interested.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRACE SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES/AGENCIES 
 
Agape Flights – Venice, FL 
Carter, Michael & Cathalain – MTW – Nagoya, Japan 
Child Evangelism Fellowship – Charlotte County, FL 
Dalfred, Karl & Sun – OMF International - Thailand 
Grady, Miriam & son Evan – MTW – Czech Republic 
Collin & Zury – RUF Global 
Knaebel, Chris & Rebecca – Church Planting – Sarasota, FL 
Lennox, Patrick & Regina – MTW – Native Americans 
Martin, Jeremy & Angel – Serge – London, England 
Pregnancy Solutions – Port Charlotte, FL 
Stevens, Carla – MTW – Christian Educational Consultant 
Tanner, Lucas – RUF – Florida Gulf Coast University 
TWIG – Venice, FL 
Young Life – Port Charlotte, FL 
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