
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

 
Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude Margaret Bradly, Organ 

*Call to Worship Psalm 108:1,3-4 
 
“My heart is steadfast, O God! I will sing and make melody with all my being! I will give thanks to 
you, O LORD, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. For your steadfast 
love is great above the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.”  

*Hymn of Praise   “Joy to the World!”  #195 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing,  
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let men their songs employ;  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.  
 
*Prayer of Adoration and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 



Call to Confession  Psalm 119:116-117 

“Uphold me according to your promise, that I may live, and let me not be put to shame in my hope! 
Hold me up, that I may be safe and have regard for your statutes continually!” 

Prayer of Confession: 

We need you to speak to us through your Word, O God, because we have, each in our own way, 
forgotten your commandments and forgotten your love for us. We are in need of your deliverance, 
because we have, too often, given ourselves to powers and practices that would destroy us. We are 
lost, in need of rescue. Come, Lord Jesus, forgive us and restore us; guide us and deliver us; teach us 
and renew us. Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon  Psalm 119:174-176 

“I long for your salvation, O LORD, and your law is my delight. Let my soul live and praise you, 
and let your rules help me. I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant, for I do not forget 
your commandments.” 

 
*Hymn of Preparation:      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #194 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.    Refrain 
 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  
from depths of hell thy people save and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.   Refrain 
 
O come, thou Day-spring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.    Refrain 
 
O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav’nly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.   Refrain 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading                                   Psalm 110:1-7 

The LORD says to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2 The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! 3 Your 
people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; from the womb of 
the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his 
mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 5 The Lord is at your right hand; 
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 6 He will execute judgment among the nations, filling 
them with corpses; he will shatter chiefs over the wide earth 7 He will drink from the brook by the 
way; therefore, he will lift up his head. 
 

Pastoral Prayer           Mr. Bob Rhodes 

 
Scripture Reading   Hebrews 5:1-10 

5 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since 
he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own 
sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only 
when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high 
priest, but was appointed by him who said to him,“ You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”7 In the 
days of his flesh, Jesus[a] offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a 
son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+5%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30021a


Sermon                                              “A Better Priest”                        Rev. David Stewart  
                                                          “Jesus is Greater” 
                                                                                                                    

I. An Understanding Priest 
 
 
 
 
 

II.  An Obedient Priest 
 
 
 
 
 

III. A Suffering Priest 
 
 
 
 
 
*Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                                           #846 
 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, and was made incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 



Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 
 

*Hymn of Response: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                          #311 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
 
He comes with comfort speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them sons for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in his sight. 
 
He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth; 
before him on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go; 
and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 
 
O’er eve’ry foe victorious he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious, all blessing and all blessed; 
the tide of time shall never his covenant remove. 
His name shall stand forever – that name to us is Love.  
 
Benediction:  Psalm 121:7-8                                                                                                   

“The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The LORD will keep your going out 
and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.” 

*Three-fold Amen.  

*Indicates congregation will stand, if able 

There is an offering box in the back of the sanctuary for tithes and offering. 

 

 

11/27/22 Offering               $       1,357.50  

YTD Offering                     $  166,813.84 

YTD Budget                       $   168,576.00 

Building Fund                 $         20.00                                                                          
 



Announcements: 
 
Annual Advent Dinner:  Sunday, December 11, 2022, 5:00 p.m. The church will be providing the 
main dish. Those attending are asked to sign up for sides and dessert. If you plan to join us in this 
celebration, please sign up in the narthex by today,December 4, 2022. There will be a musical 
presentation following dinner.  
 
Pregnancy Solutions will hold its 20th Annual Gala on Monday, December 12,2022, 6:00 p.m. at the 
Charlotte County Convention Center. Pastor Stewart would love to have some of you join us at our 
table. If you are interested in attending, please contact David at pastor@gracelakesuzy.org  
 
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the church – David Greenwald (941-380-1987; theophilus 
777.0@gmail.com) Westminster Confession of Faith,  
. 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the church – Bob Rhodes (863-303-4579 
rgr31574@aol.com), Judges.  

 
Choir practice is held regularly on Thursdays from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Please feel free to join us if 
interested.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRACE SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES/AGENCIES 
 
Agape Flights – Venice, FL 
Carter, Michael & Cathalain – MTW – Nagoya, Japan 
Child Evangelism Fellowship – Charlotte County, FL 
Dalfred, Karl & Sun – OMF International - Thailand 
Grady, Miriam & son Evan – MTW – Czech Republic 
Collin & Zury – RUF Global 
Knaebel, Chris & Rebecca – Church Planting – Sarasota, FL 
Lennox, Patrick & Regina – MTW – Native Americans 
Martin, Jeremy & Angel – Serge – London, England 
Pregnancy Solutions – Port Charlotte, FL 
Stevens, Carla – MTW – Christian Educational Consultant 
Tanner, Lucas – RUF – Florida Gulf Coast University 
TWIG – Venice, FL 
Young Life – Port Charlotte, FL 
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