
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 

 
Prelude Margaret Bradly, Organ 

*Call to Worship Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch 
to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 
will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The 
LORD is our righteousness.’” 
 

*Hymn of Praise:                        “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                           #208 

 
O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the King of angels; 
Refrain:  
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord.  
 
God of God, Light of Light; lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb. 
Very God, begotten, not created;  Refrain:  
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
glory to God in the highest.   Refrain:  
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing;  Refrain:  
 
*Prayer of Adoration and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Call to Confession      Psalm 103: 8-10 
 
“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not 
always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities.” 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Merciful Lord, we confess that with us there is an abundance of sin, but in you there is the fullness 
of righteousness and abundance of mercy. We are spiritually poor, but you are rich, and in Jesus 
Christ came to be merciful to the poor. Strengthen our faith and trust in you. We are empty vessels 
that need to be fillled; fill us. We are weak in faith; strengthen us. We are cold in love; warm us, and 
make our hearts fervent for you, that our love may go out to one another and to our neighbors. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 Assurance of Pardon  Psalm 103: 11-12 
 
“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” 
 
Hymn of Preparation:     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    #201 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.  
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell, 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 



Scripture Reading                                      Acts 8: 26-40 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south[a] to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was 
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of 
all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is 
silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe 
his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about 
Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
“See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And 
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Pastoral Prayer           Rev. David Stewart 

 
Scripture Reading  1 Timothy 4: 11-16 
11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an 
example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the 
public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which 
was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these 
things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself 
and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A+26-40&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27191a


Sermon A Godly Example    Rev. David Stewart 
 Being the Church 

 

I. Be An Example 

 

 

 

 

 

II.  It’s All About the Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  Practice What You Preach 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn of Response:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #203 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”    
Refrain: 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity. 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  Refrain: 
 
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.   Refrain: 
  
 
*Three-fold Amen.  

*Indicates congregation will stand, if able 

Benediction:   Ephesians 6: 23-24 

“Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace 
be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS.  

Small Group Studies! 
Thursday afternoons at 2:00 p.m. at Ann Eyster’s home. 
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the church. 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. at the Mitchell’s home.  
 
Christmas Eve service on Friday, December 24, 2021 at 4: 00 p.m. We will take a special offering 
in support of Ministerial Relief, which cares for widows and pastors in need.  
 
  
Wi-Fi access – GracePCA │Grace0777 
 
There is an offering box in the back of the sanctuary for tithes and offering.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

11/28/21 Offering                 $    3,298.00  

YTD Offering                       $212,746.40 

YTD Budget                         $152,635 .00 

Building Fund                       $         20.00 

Benevolence                         $        132.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRACE SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES/AGENCIES 
 
Agape Flights – Venice, FL 
Carter, Michael & Cathalain – MTW – Nagoya, Japan 
Child Evangelism Fellowship – Charlotte County, FL 
Grady, Miriam & son Evan – MTW – Czech Republic 
Collin & Zury – RUF Global 
Knaebel, Chris & Rebecca – Church Planting – Sarasota, FL 
Lennox, Patrick & Regina – MTW – Native Americans 
Martin, Jeremy & Angel – Serge – London, England 
Matlack, Ken & Tammie – MTW – Global Initiative to Mobilizing Intercessory Prayer 
Pregnancy Solutions – Port Charlotte, FL 
Stevens, Carla – MTW – Christian Educational Consultant 
Tanner, Lucas – RUF – Florida Gulf Coast University 
Young Life – Port Charlotte, FL 
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