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“ A  B I B L E  S T U D Y  R E S O U R C E ”



I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, 
CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.

Before You Listen

While You Listen

After You Listen

WHAT  D ID  YOU LEARN?

PSALM 8

GENESIS  1 :1

ISAIAH 45 :12

ISAIAH 45 :18

EPHESIANS 2 :8

COLOSSIANS 1 :16

REVELATION 4 :11

HEBREWS 11 :3

GENESIS  1 :21

ROMANS 1 :20

ROMANS 10

ISAIAH 55

Think about the fact that we say “I” when we’re reciting the creed 
in a group. Underneath the “we” there is always an “I”.

God: as Father. What does that mean?

Why do we need “special revelation” or “natural” revelation?

What is this “Faith” we talk about? What does it mean when we say, 
“I believe”?

There is always an “I” behind the “we”. The creed is corporate and personal

Creation is scary without information about Jesus and redemption. 

Special Revelation is what God tells us about himself. We believe 
things that are fundamentally exterior to us.
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN CONT INUED

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

Faith is a gift.

Reliance on God is reliance on something outside of us.

God is more than Creator. He is the Father of the Lord, Jesus Christ

1. He promises to do what He said He would: redemption.

2. We have a faith that looks like a radical belief in another who promises to accomplish his purposes. We are 
witnesses of this.

3. God as Father is Good News. He sent the son into the world to redeem us. He is a relational God who is 
redeeming all the broken relationships in the world. 

4. The reason we know what a bad father looks like is because we have a GOOD FATHER working to redeem us.

5. Think of the parables of the Lost Coin and the Lost Sheep. He is actively seeking the lost. Think of the 
Prodigal Son. There is no distance to which you can go that you can’t be welcomed home.

6. God is not like our earthly Father. Think of Him as our Father through Jesus as adopted ones            

OUR GOOD FATHER GIVES GOOD GIFTS!
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 I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST,
 GOD’S ONLY SON, OUR LORD,

Before You Listen

While You Listen

After You Listen

WHAT  D ID  YOU LEARN?

JOHN 1

JOHN 10:30

JOHN 17:11

JOHN 17:21

ROMANS 1  & 2

PHIL IPPIANS 2 :5

MARK 10 :15 

LUKE 18 :19

The creed defines what Christianity is and reinforces our 
beliefs and is a summation of what the Bible is saying.

It is answering the question: Was Jesus God, Man or both? 
People believe He was a good man but not God, or that He was 
God and not man. The creed addresses that.

In the early church it cased an uproar to believe Jesus was God.
When Jesus said, “I came to die”, it was scandalous.

When we confess that Jesus is Lord, we are actually saying Jesus 
is Yahweh, which was fighting words to the Jews: Pure scandal.

The Creed is the summation of what we believe. It’s the answer to the fight over the divinity and humanity 
of Christ.. Words like suffered, died, bled, crucified were contested. We take those descriptions for granted 

now when they were not believed before.

Think about WHY we recite the creed
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN CONT INUED

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

It does not have anything to do with Him being some sort of “orderer of our moral life”. It made the early 

church continually angry that he was saying He was nothing less than the God they (the Jews) worshipped.

1. Jesus Christ is Lord = Jesus Christ is God. It’s simple.

2. It’s not a matter of intellect. It is just a matter of getting into our DNA who Jesus was, is and why He came. 

3. The deity of of Christ and the humanity of Christ is all in it. And He’s giving everything of both to rescue you 
and me and it works! Relax! It was all done for you!

IT IS JUST A MATTER 
OF GETTING INTO OUR DNA 
WHO JESUS WAS, IS AND 

WHY HE CAME.
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WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT,
BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY,

Before You Listen

While You Listen

After You Listen

WHAT  D ID  YOU LEARN?

LUKE 1 :46 -55

(THE MAGNIF ICAT)

The creed affirms what the scripture confirms. It’s just the virgin birth and not all the extraneous stuff.

Other than Jesus Christ, there are only 2 other people mentioned in the creed: Pontius Pilate and Mary with who is 
the person at his birth and the person responsible for His death.

Be aware: there are many misconceptions regarding 
Catholic (Roman) beliefs about Mary

Immaculate Conception?
This is a  later doctrine that says Mary herself was born without sin. She never 
had relations. in that doctrine she was a “perpetual virgin” and the later children 
she had are thought to be cousins and their siblings. Moreover, according to 
Catholicism, she continues to a have a ministry.

Be an educated person

Virgin Birth = with out Joseph
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN CONT INUED

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

Affirming this doctrine means that when God decides to enter human history and be born as a person, it’s           

His completely direct and unilateral decision or action. It’s God deciding to do this.

He didn’t search the earth for a worthy individual and after a while “shellacked” him to make him right for the job.

1. It is 100% God’s doing. It is ‘Monergistic” - God’s one way action to save the world.

2. We get a savior who went through all the stages of life we will go through. 

3. Know that God put scandal in the very heart of The Story. Our personal scandals don’t make us undesirable in 
the eyes of God. He put scandal at the very heart. 

4. We are all three days away from being a tabloid scandal and most of us are on day two.

WE HAVE A SAVIOR WHO 
WENT THROUGH ALL THE STAGES
OF LIFE WE ARE GOING THROUGH
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SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE,
WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND WAS BURIED;

HE DESCENDED TO THE DEAD.

Before You Listen

While You Listen

 JOHN 3

GENESIS  15

 ISAIAH 52 :13

PSALM 22

JOHN 6 :53 -58

1 PETER 2 :21 -25 

1  PETER 3 :18

HEBREWS 9 :22

LEVIT ICUS 17 :10 -12

Think about what you think happened at the crucifixion and resurrection

Easter doesn’t make a lot of sense without Good Friday.

A controversial subject: both atonement theories are there - substitutionary 
and Christus Victor

Representation is key. It starts in the OT (Adam, Noah, David 
substituted on our behalf) 

The motive behind this clause is the LOVE OF GOD, not an angry 
despotic dictator.

Trees are very important. 

Life is in the blood. (Lev 17) Without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins. When Jesus told the disciples on the night he was 
betrayed to eat His flesh and drink His blood, it was something abhorrent 
to them. According to Jewish thought you become what you eat and drink! 

Pilate is an important character in the story as he is a history marker in 
one sense and another representative of us in another. Pilate grounds the 
story in real human history.

Descended to the dead: many ways to look at it. 

Remember that God’s final word is not death. Death is an abomination. 
The final word is Gospel and Forgiveness.
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

In pondering communion when we take His body and blood into our mouths, you have actually partaken of the 

atonement for your soul. His Divine life is now in you through the blood of Christ, in direct opposition to Lev 17. He 

turns the tables. It is like spiritual eroticism: The Bridegroom enters his Bride (church - you) in a life making act. 

1. If you ever have doubts about where you stand with God, Holy Communion is where to look. 

2. He sympathizes with us in every way. We have a Shepherd/Pastor who totally understands our plights, 
difficulties and challenges. And He understands the joy and celebration of what it means to be human. 

3. We don’t have an unapproachable statuary Jesus, high in the sky. We have one who bore the same flesh and 
blood we have. He suffered both the loss of friends and betrayal.

4. Finally, Key words: suffered, crucified, died and was buried for you - in real human history under real human 
conditions - FOR YOU!

After You Listen

The crucifixion was a very public death. It was out in the open for all to be horrified by it. 

Think of the trees and that wood was used everywhere in scripture  (OT: ark, temple, candlesticks) in the NT it says six 
times that Jesus was crucified on the tree. 

He was lifted up (John 3) He bore the curse upon a tree 

Read Gen 2 and 3 - trees!
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ON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN;

BOOK REFERENCE

MOVIE  REFERENCE

Before You Listen

While You Listen

After You Listen

WHAT  D ID  YOU LEARN?

PSALM 2 

PSALM 22

ISAIAH 29

MARK 16 :6

 2  T IMOTHY 2 :8

ROMANS 6 :4 -5 ,8

MATTHEW 28:  1 -9

1  CORINTHIANS 15 :4

1  PETER 1 :3 -4

WHO MOVED THE STONE AND

 OUR BOOK (FRANCISCO)

BABETTE’S  FEAST AND 

THE B IG NIGHT.

Be mindful of how important the resurrection is. 

There are two resurrections in the creed which is very key to 
the discussion.

What does the resurrection mean?

A Jesus who is raised symbolically or metaphorically can’t save us.

Just as Jesus was hungry and ate fish after His resurrection, we, 
too, will be raised. Not to pick up from where we left off but we 
will be raised to a new condition of humanity.

There is where we cannot suffer, die, be neglected, be lonely or 
be forsaken. 

There were outside sources that believed the resurrection happened.

Jews would not have bought a metaphorical or mystic resurrection. That was Greek thought.

1

1

2

2

2

1



WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN CONT INUED

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

The God/man Himself, Jesus becomes the beginning of the final resurrection. 
He’s the head of the New Creation.

Why was Jesus’ identity kept from those who initially saw Him? Reason: so he could then reason with them through 
all the scriptures that foretold of His death and resurrection - the risen Christ prophesied by the scriptures. 

If you were making up a religion you wouldn’t present yourself and all of your mates as cowards                                 
who were completely missing the point. It has a ring of truth to it. 

All the chips are bet on this one event.

Death is a legal sentence for sin. Once we have the death thing figured out, in light of the cross and the 
resurrection, we can begin to live with joy and thankfulness instead of dread.

WE CAN BEGIN TO LIVE
 WITH JOY AND FAITHFULNESS 

INSTEAD OF DREAD
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HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND HE IS 
SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER,

CREEDS  IN  THE  B IB LE

FRAGMENTS  OF 
EARLY  CREEDS

Before You Listen

While You Listen

WHAT  D ID  YOU LEARN?

LUKE 24 :51

MARK 16 :19

ACTS 1 :11

HEBREWS 1 :3 

COLOSSIANS 2 :15

PHIL IPPIANS 2 

 ACTS 1 

1  CORINTHIANS 11  & 15 

After You Listen

 History of the Creed

Discussion of the “Right Hand”

The creed was 500 years in the making.
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Why the creed(s)? This Podcast is Twofold

The Creed is a quick and dirty summary of what the the Bible 
teaches. It was initially conceived  to help the Gentiles who were 

not familiar with scriptures of any kind and firstly stemmed from 
arguments about Jesus being fully God, fully man, or both.

You will conclude that both - the reason for the creed and this 
particular clause/article-are key to our understanding of the cross 
and what it accomplished.

The right hand in many ways is the most important because  IT IS 
THE GOSPEL 



WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN CONT INUED

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

Liturgy means “public work” --it literally first meant “street cleaner”. 
Liturgy is a public work of the body of Christ - gathered around the body and blood of Jesus Christ. 

Congregations are evidence that Jesus has risen. 

The right hand = hand of mercy

The right hand = hand of forgiveness

When He is at the right hand He is our high priest and our mediator

The left hand is the “sinister” hand - the hand of judgement.

When Jesus is at the right hand of the Father, the Father looks at us and our sin and only sees Jesus. 
Jesus became sin for us.

He offers Himself day and night

The Right Hand is the Gospel. It is proof that Good Friday and Easter worked! His resurrection from the 
dead and ascension to the Father means that the Father accepted His sacrifice on our behalf. It’s the 

Father’s complete stamp of approval. Jesus’ work was successful. 

JESUS BECAME SIN FOR US.
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AND HE WILL COME TO JUDGE 
THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.

Before You Listen

While You Listen

 ISAIAH 66 :15

MATTHEW 25:31 -32

ACTS 1 :11

ACTS 17 :31

1 CORINTHIANS 15 :51

2 CORINTHIANS 5 :10

JOHN 3 :1 -17

REV.  20 :11

There are 3 levels of the Apostles Creed. It’s a piece of unfinished business.

• He will come visibly. 

• He’s always been here - He didn’t go anywhere - not the absent Jesus

• He’s been hidden - and will be revealed 

• What’s the living and the dead? Everyone.

• Listen for the phrase “The book of Life”  and also the fact that there 

are “TWO BOOKS”

His is coming a good thing or a bad thing?

New Way of judging

How do I know if I’ve done enough. “Is my bag full enough?”

What about those BOOKS?

It’s not about what we’ve done but what Christ has done.

It’s not about the sins of the politely repentent. 
He died for all!!

He didn’t come to save the salvageable.

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

1

After You Listen



WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

1. God closed the book on your sin 2000 years ago when He nailed it to the cross. 

2. He has a new way of judging you. 

3. He’s bent on judging you innocent in Christ.

4. Think of the restaurant analogy. You have a reservation. You’re in the book. But even better - your entire 
meal is paid for. 

5. There are some people who want to pay their own way and there are others who are amazed and 
flabbergasted by the gift.  They receive it - the gift of salvation. To others the meal is spoiled because they 
will not receive the gift.

1. Abolish the notion that we HAVE TO do something

2. We will be judged 

3. It’s a paradox. We are not judged on OUR WORKS

4. Simul Justus et Peccator - Total saint and sinner.

5. The old nature only understands reward and punishment. It’s the part that is always wanting to measure 
up - to justify yourself. Dead Jesus isn’t needed if we justify ourselves, which is the basis of all religions 
except Christianity.

6. There are “books” which include your works. 

7. Then there is the “book of life” - those names written there (Rev 20). 

8. If you’re in that book - you’re “in”

9. Those written in the book of life? Their works (the other books)  are based on Christ works.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,

Before You Listen

LAMENTATIONS 3 :22

PSALMS 34 :18

PSALMS 63 :3

ZECHARIAH 12 :10

JOHN 4 :18

JOHN 14:3

JOHN 10:29

JOHN 14:26  & 15 :26

ROMANS 8 :15

ROMANS 8 :38 -39

2 CORINTHIANS 3 

2  CORINTHIANS 12 :9 -10 

GALATIONS 5

2  T IMOTHY 1 :7

While You Listen

Think about our weakness vs His power.

Where do we find the Holy Spirit?

The gift of scripture is the enduring presence of God’s word 
which is inspired by the Holy Spirit

Advocate: there is a misunderstanding - we think that the Holy 
Spirit and Jesus are having to convince God daily to like us. That 
He’s constantly pleading our case. 

The Father’s disposition is found in the promise of Jesus, what He 
said, “I will send a helper” 

What we have is eternal - the Holy Spirit convicts and forgives

His primary job is showing us Jesus. He always points there.

What about our feelings? - thy are normal and LACK of feeling is 
normal, too. Just look at the Psalms

Calvin called the Psalms “an anatomy of a soul” The gamut of 
feelings are there. 
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

1. His mercies are new every morning. 

2. We are not waking up every morning on probation

3. We wake up under the smile of God

4. Our sins don’t surprise God

5. What a joy to know we do not have to wake up every morning thinking I have to make God like me again.

6. We wake up into the Good News which is “Christ for us”

1. Gospel yourself - telling yourself the promises - The “it is finished” of salvation.

2. The Spirit never leaves you wallowing in guilt. 

3. We are no longer under the penalty of the law. We are no longer condemned

4. The word of God is the primary way in which God speaks to us. GOD IS NOT SILENT!

5. In talking about the sign gifts of the Spirit - It is dangerous when Jesus is put in the background and the Holy 
Spirit takes center stage. 

6. The Holy Spirit’s job is to make us more like Jesus. He always points to the cross. 

After You Listen Continued

Think about the fact that Jesus did not feel God’s presence on the cross (Why have you forsaken me?)

Simply because we don’t feel something doesn’t mean it’s not true.When I don’t feel particularly saved - I’m just as 
saved as when I do feel it.
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 THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS,

Before You Listen

While You Listen
 ECCLESIASTES 4 :9 -12

 MATTHEW 16:18

ROMANS 4 :17

1  CORINTHIANS 11

1 CORINTHIANS 14

EPHESIANS 5 :26

EPHESIANS 4 :3

1  PETER1:16

1 PETER 2 :4 -10 

HEBREWS 12 :2

Why is the church called Holy?

There are two ways to think of the word “communion”

Church is a place where people gather and receive from God.

This community spans the centuries. When we take 
communion, we are taking it with the company of heaven - 
those before, now and future - the great cloud of witnesses.

The church is Holy because God says it’s holy. It’s not 
negotiable. When God delcares something - “it is”. We are 
Holy because God says we are. 

God’s Word is the ultimate objective reality.

God calls those things which are not, as though they are.

We commune with God in the Lord’s Supper where Christ         
is present. 

God’s gifts are given to build up the community of the church - 
all the body parts working together
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

1. Saint is an adjective, not a verb. It’s not what we do but who we are

2. Spend more time looking at the One who declares who you are, not on what you do.

3. When we gaze on Christ, we see ourselves as Holy as Christ is our holiness

4. He is the author and finisher of our faith.

5. You probably should go to church

6. Think about Jesus. He was rarely alone. He seemed to think it important that the disciples walked along with 
Him. 

7. That is what church is. It’s a body of many members walking along together. 

After You Listen Continued

Being in church means you are committed to the practical consequences of this fellowship

We are called out to proclaim to others in our church and the world the saving work of Christ
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When we are in communion with God and others we reinforce what 
God says about us and know what God declares us to be



THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS,

Before You Listen

PSALMS 32 :1

 ACTS 10 :43 

ROMANS 6 :23

2  CORINTHIANS 5 :18 -19 

While You Listen

What is Transactional Christianity? It is “If-Then” propositions - If I do this, 
God will do this.

Hell will have forgiven sinners?

What is one of our vocations? To forgive as we have been forgiven.

The creed is a summary. In summary: The forgiveness of sins is what it is 
all about. 

If we are not forgiven for our sins we are not reconciled to our perfect 
God and we are absolutely hopeless

I believe that what Christ did on Calvary’s Cross. He did for me and in 
that death he has forgiven me all of my sins - paid for everything I owe. 

I believe that as a child of God, I need to share that forgiveness            
with others

Jesus had to die - because the wages of sin is death. Wages are what we 
earn. Somebody’s got to pay the wages - me or God. The Father sends the 
Son as the substitute.

He lived the life we should have lived and went to the cross willingly.

How do I understand and get  this forgiveness? You already have it.

Hell is going to be filled with forgiven sinners who said “no thanks”
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

1. This is connected to “The Communion of Saints” that comes right before this phrase in the creed. 

2. We are God’s people who live or should live towards each other the way God has demonstrated His love for us. 

3. There’s a communion of fellowship between Christians when we share the love and forgiveness that God has given to us….it 
ties us all together as a body. Serving our neighbor means we are forgiving our neighbors. Every vocation includes forgiving 
others.

4. Vocation: The things we have to do in this life, God puts us into those positions. They change over life (wife, husband, 
mother, father, grandfather, baker, accountant---but not just making money). You can have more than one. Vocation is us 
doing God’s work in this place.

5. We are God’s hands and feet in this world doing the things that need to be done.

6. Everything you do is of value. The world only values something as long as it can get something out of it.  

After You Listen Continued

The pastor in the Lutheran church forgives you in Jesus Name. 

The Means of Grace is how God delivers His gifts of forgiveness. They are words from another (a pastor), baptism, and the 
Lord’s Supper. God says He loves us in many different ways and He continues to do so over and over.

When forgiving someone else’s sin I’m passing on the gift. 

His forgiveness is unlimited. It’s not transactional.
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Thank God it’s not transactional. When am I forgiven? You were forgiven on a cross 2000 years ago, on Calvary’s Cross on a Friday 

afternoon  about 3 o’clock in the afternoon that you verify with secular history. God turned off the sin meter and He quit counting.

That’s the objective fact. It’s done. And you should be hearing that in your churches every Sunday. When we forgive one another, 

forgiveness is a reset button. We don’t have to keep a record as God doesn’t keep a record.



 THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY,

Before You Listen

 REVELATION

HEBREWS 4 :14 -16

I  CORINTHIANS 15 :35 -38 

PHIL  3 :3 -12

While You Listen

Why can we confess this?

Why do we use the word resurrection?

How can we confess this? Because we are sons and daughters of Christ

It’s very radical as it’s physical and not just emotions or disembodied soul. 
Christianity is very visceral and physical

The cross and the bleeding Jesus, the God who became flesh, the 
corporality of our faith is unavoidable.

We will be  resurrected not reincarnated. Reincarnation means a mind 
- body divide. Our bodies are not denigrated and will be made new          
not erased. 

The resurrection is a gift to us that we don’t deserve

We talk about the resurrection of the body of Jesus in the creed before 
we talk about our bodies being resurrected for a reason. The body is seen 
as an enemy that needs to be either tortured or tamed in our current 
times. It ends up making spiritual reality more important than physical 
reality.--making a false distinction between the two.

Our bodies are a daily reminder that we are dying. 

There’s an element in society that worships the body. There’s always a 
“never enough” going on. 

But God uses the body. We live our faith in our bodies. The pains and the 
trials are good things.

Most people think Christianity is “denial of the body” like anti pleasure. 
Or they think, “you need to fix my body myself”. 
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

1. Our bodies will never be “enough”. 

2. My physicality drives my repentance

3. Our bodies and physicality drive us to repentance.

While You Listen Continued

After You Listen 

What will our new bodies be like? Think about what our life will be like when we will not be trying to fashion 
each other into our own image. 

Gnosticism was prevalent. This particular phrase of the creed  was important to combat this heresy. God was 
present in all of Jesus. Fully God and fully man. 

Physical presence in church is important. It is important to be physically there. We need to taste, see and 
smell the person next to us. It is the earthy reality of life.
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It is our life and hope. 
I have hope that my physical limitations will be no more. It allows me to live in the here and now better. God cares about 

our bodies and is working in the physical realm. It is through the physical that He shows us how much he loves us.



 AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN.

Before You Listen

While You Listen

After You Listen

JOHN 10:28 -30

PROVERBS 8 :35

1  PETER 5 :10

1  JOHN 2 :17

REV.  21 :3 -4

We live in the midst of death. The promise of everlasting life is a 
good thing.

It’s not just that it’s true. This phrase meets a vital human          
need: hope!

It’s a release from terror and the burden of life

We are afraid of death

We do not want to face death. We hide our cemeteries outside        
of town. 

The attitude is: Death is something that happens to other people

How is this Hope? We will be fine.

It’s not bad for us to have to face death in the face. 
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WHAT D ID  YOU LEARN

WHY IS  TH IS  GOOD NEWS?

It doesn’t matter who you are as a Christian or where live on this earth, God loves you and 
you are going home to Him when it’s all over. That’s the heart of the Gospel. 

We have the promise that non-believers don’t have.

GOD LOVES YOU AND YOU ARE GOING 
HOME TO HIM WHEN IT’S ALL OVER. 
THAT’S THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL.

“

1. We face death in light of the good news we’ve been promised.

2. God will make a way.

3. You can’t “best life now” a hurricane!

4. In calamity your faith in Jesus will never have felt this sure and this faulty. That is the reality of living on this earth.


