
Conversation Tips 
(For Students) 

1. Use good listening skills. Turn toward the person talking.
2. Nod your head indicating you're listening to the other person.
3. Look the person you are talking to in the eye (at least some of the 

time).
4. Make sure you are at least an elbow’s length away from the 

person you are talking to; give them space.
5. Talk about topics only once or twice. If the person changes the 

subject, let them.
6. Stay on topic until the topic changes.
7. Take turns talking during your conversation.
8. Ask questions and remember what the person likes or doesn’t 

like; show a genuine interest in them.
9. Answer questions the other person asks you, or say, “I’m not 

comfortable talking about that.”
10.Avoid any kind of gossip. Gossip is saying negative things about 

another person who is not present.
11.Try to include other people in the conversation by asking a 

question, 'what do you think about that?'
12.If you are having a hard time saying something because the other 

person is talking a lot, say something like, 'excuse me, I would like 
to add something to what you just said.'



Conversation Starters 

1. Hi, my name is __________.  What’s yours?
2. What grade are you in?
3. Do you ride the bus?
4. When is your birthday?
5. How old are you?
6. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
7. Do you have any pets?
8. What do you like to play during recess?
9. What are your favorite foods? Mine are _______.

10. What is your favorite
a. TV show
b. Video game
c. Sports
d. Class
e. Teacher
f. Color

g. Ice cream flavor
11. Are you reading a book right now?
12. What kind of music do you like?
13. Do you like to dance?
14. What do you like to do for fun?
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