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Winter Edition 2019

Dear Guild Members and all Opera Lovers,
Hope everyone is surviving our crazy weather. Our new
opera year began in October as we met the new liaison for
the Guild, Joe Peacock, Director of Major Gifts and Planned
Giving, and the new Director of Education and
Engagement, Ebony Menefield. Thank you to all the Guild
members who helped put invitations and other mailing
together for the Cincinnati Opera Gala. There were 400 in
attendance in the beautifully decorated Ballroom for the
Gala. To celebrate the holidays the Guild held its annual
Holiday Party at the Little Red Schoolhouse in Indian Hill.

Editor: Janet McDaniel

The Opera’s busiest season is upon us with the Season
Preview Rap with Evans on February 20th and Guild
members volunteering as greeters to welcome those
attending. In April we will have two events – The Opera
Lover’s Feast and our annual Meet and Greet Luncheon.
And then of course May begins our Meet & Greet the
Artists brunches where Guild members have the
opportunity to meet and mingle with the casts and Opera
staff for each upcoming Opera. Looking forward to seeing
you at Guild Meetings and Events.
Karlee Hilliard
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The Executive Committee
President:

Karlee Hilliard

Past President:

Virginia Cover

Meet and Greet

Members At Large:
Patrick Korb
Honorary:

Suzanne Hasl

Education and Engagement:
Marilyn Ott
Sooncha Lee
Meet & Greet:

Ellen Saenger
Nancy Virgulak
Shelby Wood

Meetings and Program:

Membership:

Photographer

festive

year

of

welcoming

artists

and

celebrating their talented contributions to create a
magnificent summer festival.
Ellen Saenger, Meet and Greet Chair, reported that a

Lois Brenner

spring luncheon will be held. This event usually hosts 25

Bev Oyler

– 30 volunteers. At this time, the dates are established

Richard Zinicola
Julie Alamin

Newsletter:

Another

for the Meet and Greet events and guild members
determine the dishes that will be contributed to the
event

Janet McDaniel
Sarajane King

Social and Fundraising:
Wendy Hites
Sandy Porada
Volunteer Engagement:
Sarajane King

How can you tell when your lead singer is at the door?

.
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It’s a Rap
On February 20th, Evans Mirageas, Artistic Director of
Cincinnati Opera, opened the Opera Raps Season in the
Wilks Studio with a program that delved into each of
the operas for the coming 2019 Festival season. There
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Save the Date:

Schedule of Opera Guild Meetings
2018 – 2019

is a full list of upcoming Opera Raps and programs at the
end of this publication. Please remember to watch emails
and the Cincinnati Opera website in advance of events in
case there is a change of date, time or venue. As always
the Guild will do our best to keep you updated via email
of changes!

Opera Guild General Meeting
March 7, 2019
12:00
Glenn Plott, speaker
Cincinnati Opera Garret
Guild Executive Committee Meeting
March 21, 2019

Opera in English is about as sensible as baseball in Italian
Henry Louis Mencken

Membership

12:00 p m
Cincinnati Opera Garret
Opera Guild General Meeting
April 4, 2019
12:00 pm
Robin Guarino, speaker
Cincinnati Opera Garret

Richard Zinicola, CO-Chair of Membership

If you know of someone who would like to join the Opera
Guild Executive Committee Meeting

Guild, please contact Julie Alamin or Richard Zinicola.

April 18, 2019

Membership brochures are available through Karlee

12:00

Hilliard or Joe Peacock. A new directory was developed

Cincinnati Opera Garret

along with New Member packets for the Fall of 2018.
Sarajane King has assumed the responsibility

st

General Meetings are on the 1 Thursday and Executive
Committee meetings are on the 3
month.

rd

Thursday of the

of

coordinating volunteers for those tasks that benefit
Cincinnati Opera. This will help opera staff to request
and receive confirmation from volunteers who are able to
fulfill those responsibilities. Event Coordinator, Madalyn
Mills will notify Sarajane of specific needs. These will be
communicated and guild members will commit to
during these sessions.

serve

Don’t miss this opportunity to

meet and socialize with other guild members.
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Social and Fundraising Events
A most successful annual Opera Gala was held on
Friday, November 15th at the Netherland Omni.
Students from the CCM and DAAP Programs at
University of Cincinnati contributed their talents. Not
only were attendees delighted with the musical skills of
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Broadcasts about Opera
Don’t forget to tune in to WGUC on Friday

gifted performers but the creative designs of fashion
students were showcased as well.
The annual Holiday Party scheduled for Tuesday,

evenings following the six o’clock symphony to

December 6, 2018 at the Little Red Schoolhouse in

hear Evans Mirageas highlight years of
Cincinnati Opera history. In February, he will

efforts of Lois Rust and we are grateful.

highlight 1949 – 1951, in March 1952-1963 and
in April 1964-1975.

Why the Guild?
The Cincinnati Opera Guild is an entity whose purpose is
to support the Cincinnati Opera while enjoying the
company of others who are passionate about opera!. The

Indian Hill. This was made possible through the

Photographs of the event can be found in the next
article.
Wendy Hites and Sandy Porada are the CoChairs leading the efforts of the Social and Fundraising
Committee. Their imaginative and creative efforts are
sure to present events that will be unique and enjoyable
as well as welcoming to all members.

Guild is comprised of enthusiastic devotees of this art
form who eagerly serve as ambassadors within the
community for opera. Members actively support the

Opera Volunteers International Grant

opera’s educational program and outreach to schools and

Opera Volunteers International, the International

community groups as well as the company’s development
of New Works. In addition, Guild members have the
opportunity to learn about the productions through
presentations by staff members at the Guild meetings
as well as mingle with the artists at the award-winning
Meet and Greet events held prior to each opera
production. Although members provide financial support
to the company through an annual contribution of three
hundred dollars, there are multiple opportunities to
volunteer at events that support Cincinnati Opera
beyond a financial commitment. Joining the opera family
can enhance your knowledge and enjoyment of each
performance while supporting the organization that has
contributed immeasurably to the cultural history of this
community.
A professionally written history of Cincinnati
Opera Guild is being written in anticipation of the
opera’s centennial celebration.

service organization for Guilds in which Cincinnati Opera
Guild is a member, has awarded us with a $1,500 grant
through their matching grant program. This program
provides money to help companies with projects that
“encourage the expansion and development of programs
that recruit, develop, and train volunteers for service in
their communities and for participation in all phases of
opera company support”.
Our application was to support the rekindling of our
Guild Ambassador program so that we may play a key
role in welcoming and educating guests to events
throughout the 100th Anniversary season starting in Fall
of 2019. More information about the program will be
forthcoming soon!
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Holiday Party
The holiday gathering held on December 6th
launched the holiday season in style! The
gathering at the Little Red Schoolhouse in
Indian Hill was festive and enjoyed by all who
attended.

Carolyn Ludwig and Judy Thompson

Carolyn Ludwig, Lois Rust, Julie Alamin, May
Nassaf, Bo-Kyung Kirby with others

Lois Brenner and Marilyn Ott

Joe Peacock and Ebony Menefield
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This

It is with sadness that we learned of

the passing of long-time guild member, Dale
Shafer. We hope that the caring thoughts of
others will support and sustain his friends and
family.

Never Enough?

Lois Rust with Karlee Hilliard
Lois is a member of the Indian Hill Historical
Society and is responsible for securing the
Little Red Schoolhouse for our holiday party.

If you are looking for opera productions, there
are opportunities available. The Metropolitan
Opera’s performance of Carmen was presented on
the big screen in local theaters conducted by our
own, Louis Langree. The Jacob School of Music at
Indiana University in Bloomington presented Giulio
Cesare in early February and The Elixir of Love will
be performed February 22nd through March 2nd.
Verdi’s, Rigoletto, will be presented on February
15th and 17th by Kentucky Opera and The Flood will
be presented on February 8 – 10 by Opera
Columbus. ROKCincy will be presenting an operatic
version of Little Red Riding Hood at the Kenton
County Library in Erlanger on February 23rd.
Other performances of this program will be
presented at CCAC on March 10th, Miami University
– Middletown on March 15th, and the Dunham
Center for the Arts on April 6th. Children are sure
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to enjoy this program.

A Good Read!
Opera is far more enjoyable if you know something
about it! If you are interested in learning about
opera, a great resource is Fred Plotkin’s book, A
Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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Although he will be missed greatly, we wish
him great success in his new adventure and in all

f

his future endeavors.

Opera Express
Farewell to Marcus
It is difficult to say “goodbye” but Marcus
Kuchle, Director of Artistic Operations for the
Cincinnati Opera since he joined the company in
2001, has left to assume the responsibilities as the
top administrator of Tiroler Festapiele, the
Tyrolean Festival, in Erl, Austria. Originally this
festival was a summer event which was scheduled
for performances throughout the month of July
but recently two weeks of performances were
added in late December and early January. With
this relocation, Mr. Kuchle and his wife, Annalisa

The Opera Express will be celebrating Arts
Waves Days from February through April, 2019.
This mobile opera theater will be heading to the
West Side and you will be able to enjoy fifteen
minute (15) performances in a heated venue. Each
performance takes you on the journey from
audition to rehearsals to a costumed finale

Opera Lovers’ Feast

Pappano, are returning to the region of his birth.
Annalisa is a native of Indiana. Erl is a small
mountain town in the Alps which rests between
Salzburg, Austria and Munich, Germany.
While in Cincinnati, Mr. Kuchle also served as
the co-artistic director of Opera Fusion: New
Works which is a partnership between Cincinnati
Opera and the University of Cincinnati’s College
Conservatory of Music. He was known for his
passion for new works and worked closely to insure
the inclusion of these productions in the opera’s
summer festival.

An Opera Lover’s Feast is planned for April 4,
2019 for all to enjoy. This year the event will take
place in our own Opera Garret and feature the
talents of students from CCM. Electronic
invitations will be sent out soon. Plan to enjoy the
camaraderie of other opera aficionados while
dining on tantalizing treats.
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Answer to the riddle:
He can’t find the key and doesn’t know when to
come in.

range and dynamics while conveying the intense
emotions of the story being told”. By that same
token, Joe is fascinated by those “who have
mastered unique vocal techniques of all kinds.” He
suggests that experiencing the Mongolian throat
singing of Batzorig Vaanchig or Australia’s Queen
of Yodeling, Mary Schneider, would intrigue all.
These can be found via a quick YouTube search
online. Listening to the William Tell Overture
being yodeled or Mozart’s Largo al factorum should
prove fascinating! Mozart’s Abduction from the
Seraglio is Joe’s favorite opera as it contains some
of the most energetic and technically challenging

This Photo by Unknown Author is
licensed under CC BY-SA

Meet Our Team
A very warm welcome to Joe Peacock who joined
Cincinnati Opera in 2017. Joe serves as the
Director of Major Gifts and Planned Giving for
Cincinnati Opera and as the liaison to the Cincinnati
Opera Guild. His cheerful smile and charismatic
personality immediately establish a warm rapport
with those who are in his presence.
As a talented young singer, this Hoosier
from Crawfordsville began performing in multiple
community theater productions at an early age.
His first operatic experience was at a dress
rehearsal for students of Mozart’s Don Giovanni at
Indianapolis Opera and he was immediately
captivated! Joe pursued this passion and earned
his Bachelor of Music degree in voice at Indiana
University’s Jacob School of Music. While a
student, he was cast in multiple tenor roles not
only in grand opera but also light opera and musical
theater.
The most fascinating and exciting element of
opera for Joe is the human voice. The mastery
that professional artists achieve over the human
voice without depending on modern technical
assistance is remarkable. Operatic performers
seem to “perform superhuman feats of agility,

music.
However, his interest shifted to the
administrative side of opera as opposed to
performance. Frustrated and daunted by the
prospect of an opera career, he sought the advice
of his friend, Twyla Robinson. She advised him
that, “Being a singer is so difficult that you should
only pursue it if there is absolutely nothing else in
the world you can see yourself doing.” He found
that he could happily pursue his interests in other
areas. He completed his Masters in Art
Administration at the University of Indiana, which
has enabled him to work towards promoting
talented artists.
Joe has worked with multiple opera
companies within the United States as well as in
Vancouver, Canada. As a result of these
experiences and connections, he recognizes the
depth of experience and talent within the staff of
Cincinnati Opera. The commitment of this staff
to significant tenures provides roots and stability
to the company which is the envy of the industry.
In his position as the Director of Major Gifts and
Planned Giving, Joe is responsible for helping
individuals make a significant impact on Cincinnati
Opera programming and ensure a future for the
company through planned gifts. Fortunately,
Cincinnati Opera has a significant endowment which
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facilitates future plans and provides the
opportunity to be artistically adventurous.
Cincinnati Opera is at the forefront of new
works development. The company has
commissioned and produced new operas and,
through Opera Fusion, we have become the
incubator for other companies throughout North
America to workshop and develop their own new
operas. Collaboration with CCM allows the
students an inside look at the development of new
works and establish connections with international
talents. This program has earned national
attention and is supported by the Mellon
Foundation who recently made a commitment of
$500,000 to fund Opera Fusion: New Works for
the next three years.
This energetic staff member and liaison to
the Opera Guild is looking forward to a gala
centennial celebration of Cincinnati Opera in which
he will join with all members of the guild to share
their mutual enthusiasm for opera with the
community. Cincinnati is most fortunate in having a
stable and thriving company, an innovative staff
that seeks new liaisons to develop new
opportunities for development and performance
and a rich historic relationship with the opera. The
members of the guild are grateful to have Joe!

All the pictures inserted in this newsletter, other than the ones of

Upcoming Opera Raps and Events
On the Record: Porgy and Bess
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 7:00p.m.
Music Hall’s Wilks Studio
953 Eden Park Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45202
On Ariadne auf Naxos
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, 7:00p.m. (Self-Guided Tours
start at 5:30pm)
Pinecroft at Crosley Estate
2366 Kipling Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Wrongfully Convicted
Tuesday, April 23, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Holocaust & Humanity Center at Union Terminal
Reakirt Auditorium
1301 Western Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45203

The Figaro Plays
Wednesday, May 1, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Location TBD
Author Event: Naomi André
Wednesday, May 16, 2019, 7:00p.m.
Music Hall’s Wilks Studio
1241 Elm Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202
Author Event: Mark Godsey
Monday, June 3, 2019, 7:00p.m.
Music Hall’s Corbett Tower
1241 Elm Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Opera Guild members and activities, were found on the Internet and
used only in this publication for the enjoyment of the Cincinnati Opera
Guild members.

Meet the Cast of Porgy and Bess
Tuesday, July 9, 2019, 7:00p.m.
Allen Temple AME Church
7080 Reading Road
Cincinnati, OH 45237

